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ADVERTISEMENT 

T will not be improper to acquaint 
the reader, that the author of the 
following fermons did not compofe 
them with a view to their publication. 
So far from it, that the greater part 
of them had been fo haftily written, 
that the copies were in many places 
fcarce legible, and fome of the befl 
of them in the judgment of the 
publifhersa which they could not re- 
fufe a place in this collection, either 
had been left unfinimed at firft, or 
have been mutilated fince by acci- 
dent. Thefe however they choofd 
to lay before the public, in the con- 
dition in which they found them* 
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rather than by (applying fuch defects, 
to ufe what they thought an undue 
liberty with their deceafed friend, 
whofe manner and fentiments wen 
very much his own. The only merit 
they claim is the arrangement o: 
them, and the correction of fom< 
trifling negligences in the language 
Whether they have done right ir 
publiihing them, the public itfelf wil 
judge. The beft apology they hav< 
to offer, is their own perfuafion tha 
thefe difcourfes, with all their imper 
fections, have great merit, and ma; 
be of confiderable ufe. 

Mr. Farquhar's character the; 
need not here attempt to delineate 
To the judicious and attentive reade 
fuch an attempt would be unne 
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ceflary. He will difcover it in thefe 
volumes very ftrongly marked. Ne- 
ver did any performance exhibit a 
more genuine tranfcript of the difpo- 
fition and fentiments of its author, 
than this does of the difpofition and 
fentiments of that valuable and. ami- 
able man. It is much to be regretted, 
that it had not the advantage of his 
own .correction and review. But as 
it is, and with all the inequality in 
refpect of compofition, that may be 
obferved in thefe fermons, a good 
judge will not be at a lofs to difcern 
in the preacher an eminent clearnefs 
of apprehenfion, correctnefs of tafte, 
a lively imagination, and delicate fen- 
fibility to all the fineft feelings of 
which hitman nature is fufceptible. 
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MATTHEW vii. 24 28. 

therefore, whofce-ver heareth thefe fajings of 
mine 3 and doth them, I will liken him unto <z 
I'jife man 'which built bis houfe upon a rock : 
And the rain defcended, and ihe floods came, 
and the winds blenu, and beat upon that houfe^ 
and it fell not ; for it was founded upon a rock. 
And every one that heareth thefe fayings of 
mine, and doth them not, Jhall be likened unto 
a foolijh man which built his houfe upon the 
fand : And the rain defcended, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that 
houfe, and it fell f and great tvas the fall of 

it. P. 212. 




S E R M O N 1, 

i T H E s s. v. 16. 

Rejoice evermore* 

Any of the enemies of religion con- 
' fider it as the caufe of a fevere, 
gloomy, and unfocial difpofitibn. Some 
of the friends of religion feem to confider 
it in the -fame light. Nothing however 
can be moire unjufc than fuch a judgment, 
or productive of worfe effecl;s v Who 
would choofe to dwell with fournefs and 
foverity ? or what human creature is able 

. - .f** 

to refift the fmile" of chearfulnefs, and the 
voice of joy ? If .neligion were fuch as it 
is fometimes reprefented by prejudice, or 
fuch as the manners of fome men who pre- 
tend to be religious, yea, I will add, who 
have ftrong feelings of vreligion, would in-- 
dicate it to be, I ihould not be furprized 
VOL. I. B 
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that it had few votaries, and that men 
layed to embrace it till the common feel- 
ings of humanity had left them. 

Wherever a religion of this call has been 
framed, I am perfuaded it is not the reli- 
gion of the New Teftament : nor do I 
think, if it were, that any arguments 
would be fufficient for eftabliming it, 
or any further reafoning neceflary for 
overthrowing it. But with regard to that 
religion, the afperfion, from whatever 
quarter it has arifen, is entirely groundlefs. 
ChrirKanity, on the contrary, is the fource 
of the heft, the pijreft, and the moft per- 
manent joys in human life. Were there 
nothing more than the exhortation in the 
text, it would never be pretended finely 
that the religion of Jefus forbids all joy an4 
chearfulnefs, And it may be of importance 
at this time to enquire into the caufes of 
that joy which chriftianity encourages and 
promotes, and to which the apoftle ex* 
horts us in the text. 
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To give a particular account of the nature 
of that joy which the peifuafionand practice 
of chriftiartity excites, would be to defcribe 
the different modifications of rational plea- 
Cure and fatisfaclion ; a defcription which 
at prefent I decline. I fhall only obferve, 
that when I fpeak of this joy, I cannot be 
fuppofed to mean a childilh and laughing 
levity of difpofition, which may brighten 
up the countenance, but does no more at 
beft than play round the heart, I always 
iinderftand by it that joy which becomes a 
jnan, which confifts in a chearful but com- 
pofed temper, which leaves a perfon open 
to every gratification that is agreeable in 
poffeffion, and afterwards delightful on re- 
flection. Let us enquire into the caufes 
from which this joy proceeds. This enqui- 
ry, with fome reflections to which it will 
naturally give occafion, will be fufficient 
fubjel for our difcourfe at this time. Re~ 
joue always, or evermore^ faith the appit.le. 
The grounds upon which fo permanent a 
joy is founded muft be very permanent, and 

muft be laid deep in the human mind. Let 

B 2 



6 SERMON L 

us endeavour as plainly and as difHndtly as 
poflible to explain them. 

In the firft place : The joy to which 
chriftian is called, and which may indeed,, 
be reckoned his portion, refults from that 
virtue and integrity of life which the rulei 
of his religion require, 

It might be thought -almoft fuperfiuouS 
to fhew that the Ghriftian religion is in- 
tended to make men better or more up- 
right. The gofpel was evidently given to 
teach us, that denying ungodl'mefs and world- 
ly lujls^ we Jhould live foberly^ righteoujly^ 
and godly in tins 'present world*. That this 
is the defign of it, the tendency of its doc- 
trines, the purity of its precepts, the na- 
ture of its-motives, the example of its' Au- 
thor, fufEciently evince. Some men may 
be fo corrupt as to try to explain away this 
truth : but fcarcely any man can be fo au- 
dacious as barefacedly to deny it. 

a Titus ii. 12. 
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As chriftianlty is thus evidently intend- 
.ed and calculated to make men better, I 
further pbferve, that the exhortation in the 
text is addreffed to thofe upon whom it 
had this effect. The Theffalonians were 
remarkable for their work of faith ', their 
labour of love^ and their patience of hope in 
fie Lord Jefus Cfrri/} b . They are recorded 
as enfamples to all the believers In Macedo- 
nia and Achaia*. Timotheus brings the 
apoftle good tidings of their faith and their 
charity ; and the text is immediately pre- 
ceded by an exhortation ever to follow 
that which is good) both among themfefoes and 
all men. Jt is manifeft that exhortations 
of a -general nature can only be applied to 
fuch as embrace in good earneft the tenets 
of that fyftem where fuch exhortations are 
found. 

Virtue and integrity therefore being ef- 
fentials to the character of a Chriftian, 
whatever refults naturally from thefe qua- 
lities belongs to him. But thefe qualities 

*i Theff. i, 3. 
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are the natural fource of inward peace and 
joy of heart. Benevolence, moderation, 
friendship, fincerity, from the very confti- 
tution of the human mind infufe a pleafing 
chearfulnefs and ferenity into the foul. 
Rancour, violence, enmity, falfenefs, dif- 
turb its tranquillity. They occafion ftorms 
and tempefts which are always unpleafant, 
and often difaflrous. Juftice, generofity, 
charity, are confeffed by an open, compofed 
franknefs of countenance and manners. In- 
juflice, cruelty, fufpicion and flander, are 
indicated by a dark look and difcontented 
manner, or by thofe tumults of pafiion 
which diftort the face and wring the heart. 
Temperance and fobriety beftow health and 
vigour upon their votaries. The contrary 
vices every one difcerns in the meagre and 
extenuated form of that man who, after in- 
numerable pains and fufferings, is forced, 
through mere old age, to relinquifh life at 
forty. This, my brethren, is the natural 
and general courle of things. Such are the 
laws imprefTed upon our conftitution by 
that omnipotent Being who giveth luftre 
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and beauty to the fun, and regulateth tfre 
wind and the waves. By his appointment, 
peace and joy are the offspring of virtue. 
In tne language of fcriptare, the work 6f 
rightcoufnefs is peace -, and the ejfeft ofrigh- 
teoufnefs, quietnefs and ajjurame for ever d , 
whereas the wicked are like the troubled fea 
when it cannot reft^ wbofe waters cafi up 
mire and dirt e . 

Confider with yourfelves and tell me, 
when was it that you pofitffed a degree of 
joy which you can reflect upon at this mo- 
ment with delight ? was it not when you 
performed fome a&ion which your confci- 
ences approved of and applauded you for ? 
When is it that you feel a conflict within 
your own breafts, the fenfations of uneafl- 
nefs and difquiet which deprive you of folid 
fatisfa6lion, and unfit you for every valuable 
gratification ? Honeftly confefs the truth. Is 
it not when any irregular paffion or appetite 
has got the dominion over you, and hur- 
ries you precipitately to fome indulgence 

d Ifaiah xxxii. 17. e Chap, Ivii. 20. 
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which your heart condemns ? upon 
do the monfters of horror, remorfe, and 
defpondency prey ? and who are they that 
Ihould dread their power, and tremble left 
they feel their tyranny ? do not thefe mon- 
fters dwell in the innermoft recefles of the 
cave of vice ? and does it not require all 
her forcery to prevent their appearance at 
the very entry of it ? On the other hand j 
whofe mind is calm and equable like the 
unruffled ocean ? who can allay the natu- 
ral thirft of his foul at the fountain of hap- 
pinefs ? who can trace the footfteps of peace 
and ferenity, and tread in them ? Is it not 
the man in whofe mind confcience pre- 
fides as a judge, whofe life it regulates as a 
guide, the periods of whofe exiftence are 
filled up with every act of equity, meek- 
nefs, charity, condefcenfion, and compaf- 

fion, which his circumftances require or 
permit ? Does juftice leave a fting behind 
it? or does it occafion a triumph? does 
the tear of fympathy, like the tear of dif- 
appointment in a vicious purfuit, rankle 
the foul ? or does it not rather compofe. 
4 ' 
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2nd foothe it ? does the abftemioufnefs of 
temperance ficken the heart, like the cup 
of drunkennefs ? do the gifts of generofity 
produce thofe anxieties which ever prey 
upon the avaricious ? 

Take the matter in another light. Did 
you ever dwell in the houfe with any man 
.who was unjuft, or malicious, or envious, 
or debauched ; and could you fay of fuch a 
man, that you generally found him chear- 
ful, ferene, and happy? that the day flow- 
ed . on with an equal tenor, and that he 
faw morning, noon, and night with the 
fame temper ? (I fpeak at prefent merely as 
to this world, and a man's immediate feel- 
ings.) It is impqflible in the nature of 
things. Who are they that moft evidently 
difplay their ferenity and chearfulnefs to 
their fervants, their domeftics, their depend- 
ants, and their connections ? Is it not the 
virtuous and the temperate ? Hail facred 
Virtue, thou parent of peace and of joy ! 
let me ever bow at thy ihrine, and ever 
venerate thy power. 
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I derive, therefore, the firft caufe of 
that joy, which the religious poflefs, from 
their conforming to the laws of virtue and 
integrity, which are the laws of their na- 
ture. A machine cannot move eafily if 
fome of the principal fprings are weakened 
or obftru&ed. An inferior animal cannot 
be happy if its appetite for food is not gra- 
tified, or if it is reftrained from yielding to 
any of its ftrongeft inftin&s. Neither can 
man, in whofe conftitution the fenfe and 
approbation of virtue are interwoven by the 
hand of his Maker, if he gives himfelf up 
to be the fervant of fin. 

I enter at prefent into no laboured or 
particular difquifition about the nature of 
virtue. Who does not perceive and feel 
it ? who does not approve it in his neigh- 
bour ? who does not admire it, in the ex- 
ample of Jefus ? whofe heart is not warmed 
with the inforcement and illu-ftration of it 
in his precepts and parables ? Alas ! did 
we but a6t fuitably to our knowledge and 
cur feelings, how many faints would there 

5 
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fee amongft us, and how tiniverfally would 
happinefs be diffufed ! 

But I acknowledge that the joy which 
virtuous practice infpires, if it were all that 
the chriftian were heir to, would, in the 
prefent ftate of things, be at the beft but 
interrupted and imperfect. The prefent 
fcene is various and complicated. The na- 
tural tendency of things is often obftru&ed. 
With refpecl: to human characters and en- 
joyments, effects are often obferved that 
are contrary to what might have been ex- 
pected. It might bear a difpute whether, 
if there was no world after this, good fpi- 
rits, a healthy confKtution of body, with 
ftrong propenfities to vice, accompanied 
with the natural feelings of remorfe when 
thefe laft are indulged, were not prefer- 
able to a fickly frame, with delicate per- 
ceptions of virtue^ and ardent defires to- 
prac~tife it, accompanied with all the dif- 
appointments which the experience of the 
world teaches every man to look for. All 
the ferenity that virtue can of itfclf beftoW 
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may be greatly ruffled by adverfity. It may- 
be deftroyed by misfortunes. We may af- 
firm that joy is the firft-born of virtue, and 
that me would in the paradifaical Hate have 
been an infeparable attendant upon her mo- 
ther, but that the ftorms and tempefts of 
human life, in this degenerate ftate, often 
difunite thofe who were defigned for per- 
petual affociates. 

Again, other creatures feem to be totally 
.occupied with the prefent hour, and en- 
grofied by the particular pains or pleafures 
which they feel j but man is a being of a 
different kind. His hopes and fears, his 
wifhes and apprehenfions enlarge immenfe- 
ly the fphere of his happinefs or mifery. 
Numberlefs objects offer themfelves to his 
contemplation j and the exercife of his 
underftanding becomes a fource of plea- 
fure or of pain to him. Suitable to the dig- 
nity and extent of his powers are the inlets 
of his joys and forrows. It is religion alone 
that is able fully to fupply the former, and 
alleviate the latter : and attention to this 



SERMON I. 15 

fubjedl: will convince us that the exhorta- 
tion. Rejoice evermore^ can only be addrefT- 
ed with propriety to the perfon who be- 
lieves in religion. For I would obferve in 
the fecond place, that a belief in the exift- 
fence of an almighty, all-wife, benevolent 
being, and in his righteous government of 
the world, affords a genuine and rational 
pleafure to the human heart. 

. This.belief is the foundation' and ground- 
work of religion. For every one that cometh 
to God muft believe that he zV, and that he 
is a rewarder of them that diligently feek 
him 1 '. How comfortlefs Should we be if we 
knew neither whence we fprung, nor. how 
we are fupported, if we never regarded the 
hand that beftows our bleffings, nor de- 
rived confolation under misfortunes from 
the reflection that every thing is regulated 
by unerring wifdom ! If the fun did not 
illuminate the world, if his beams did 
not revive and quicken both the animal 
and vegetable creation, how dreary a 

. vi. 6. 
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derjiefs would this earth appear I But it is 
the observation of a heathen, that it would 
be lefs irkfome and melancholy, if the fun 
were extinguifhed, than if men lived with- 
out any thought or perfuafion of a fupreme 
being and a directing providence. The 
confideration of thefe truths elevates the 
mind, compofes the tumultuous, and re- 
ftrains the diforderly paflions, and fills the 
foul with a kind of facred rapture. The 
Lord reigneth ; let the earth rejoice^ and the 
ijjes thereof be glad %. Becaufe the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth, let us be glad, and 
rejoice, and give honour to him h . Such 
fentiments correfpond to our natural feel- 
ings. They do not force their way to the 
heart, but they meet with an eafy and 
grateful reception. In the moft perilous 
ftate of human life the good man adopts the 
language of David : God is our refuge and 
Jlrength, therefore will we not fear though 
the earth be removed^ and thotigh the moun- 
tains be caft Into the midft of the fea, though 
the waters thereof roar and be troubled^ tho* 
z Pfalm xcvii. i , h Rev. xix, 7. 
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the mountains flake with the fwelting there- 
of*. Confider the joys of the wicked, and 
obferve upon what frivolous caufes they 
depend. Their mirth generally arifes from 
full health, good fpirits, pleafant company, 
thoughtlefs fecurity, much liquor, profpe^ 
rous affairs, and fuch like circumftances. 
An alteration happens in thefe. Their 
health is difordered, their pulfe becomes 
quick and intermitting, their fpirits flag, 
their affairs decline, their friends defert 
them, their confciences are roufed. Such 
things will often happen. Alas, what pale- 
nefs feizes the ruddy cheek ! with what 
alarms do their hearts tremble ! what def- 
pondence in the down-caft eye ! what tre- 
mulous agitation in the feeble joints ! They 
have laid up no provifion for this tremen- 
dous hour. They never thought that 
their fun would fet : and he hath with^ 
drawn his beams, and left them in an un- 
known, bleak and defert country. But 
tell me in what ftate of life can a good man 
be placed, wherein a perfuafion of a fupreme 
1 Pfalm xliii. i, 2, 3* 
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being, and a conviction of his righteous 
and wife adminiftratkm, will not afford him 
joy and confolation ? In youth and old age^ 
in health and iicknefs, in profperity and 
adverfity, they are fuitable and fupporting 
fubjects of meditation. 

In the. third place : The reprefentatioh 
which religion gives us of the nature of our 
prefent ftate and of the immortality of our 
fouls, infufes pleafure and hope into the 
mind. Amidft the ftruggles of human life,- 
a good man looks forward to a better world 
with pleafing expectation. 

;, .... 

We are taught by religion,- that the pre- 
fent life is a ftate of trial and difciplme,- 
that we are placed here to act a certain part 
which will be attended with confequences 
of the utmoft duration and higheft import- 
ance. Without the knowledge and con- 
viction of thefe truths, what joy could we 
expect to poflefs ? If we were of a ferious 
and thoughtful temper, and had only hope 
in this life, we fhould be of all creatures 
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LC raoft mifcrabfc. Qn tj# ptfyer 
ie man who ffrpuld run a perpetujl fcour^ 
'diffipation and folly-, whofe views w$r.e ^jo t t 
[tended beyond the fleeting terfn pf iu.rnan 
^ whofe inaaginatipn never fo^re_d ?boye 
at fpot of ground on which hf Jrpd^ 
ough he might .eat, and .drink, and laugh^ 
id dance, and be merry, J .ihould hays 
> hefitation to pronounce that he was 
ftranger to the pleafures that are wo 
' a reafonable being. 

s 

Early in life we are apt to look upon this 
orld as a very pleafant theatre, upon 
hich we may act a fhort but mirthful 
urt. We are ready to fay, Let us rejoice 

the days of our youth j but we have riot 
oceeded far till we meet with r many 
.ings to make us fober and thoughtful, 
/"e perceive an evident difprqportion be* 
/een the pleafures. of folly and the powers 
' a man, and we.feek about for fornething 
i fuppcrt a difappointed, doubting, ari- 
ous mind. This is only to be -found in. 

. -. ~J : -. -_- ; ] r^- -*t 

lision. ReliMon teaches 'us that our 

& :. p v> - ? rr " ""," V-"^- 

VOL. I, C 
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being, and a conviction of his righteous 
and wife adminiftration^ wiH not afford him 
joy and' confolation ? In youth and old age* 
in health and ficknefs, in profperity and 
adverftty, they are fuitable and fupporting 
fubjects of meditation. 

In the. third place : The reprefentation 
which religion gives us of the nature of our 
prefent ftate and of the immortality of our 
fouls, infufes pleafure and hope into the 
mind. Amidft the ftruggles of human life,- 
a good man looks forward to a better World 
with pleafmg expectation. 

- * ... 

We are taught by religion ? - that the pre- 
fent life is a ftate of trial and difcipline,- 
that we are 'placed here to act a certain part 
which will be attended with confequences 
of the utmoft duration and higheft import- 
ance. Without the knowledge and con- 
viction of thefe truths, what joy could we 
expect to poffefs ? If we were of a ferious 
and thoughtful temper, and had only hope 
in this life, we ihould be of all creatures 
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the man wlip f&quU fun a e 
of dilation and foll 

extended beyond the iketjng terp oj|iuman 
life, whofe imagination never fore_cj f %>^ 
that fpot of grpun4 on -wM c ,h .^. |ipj^ 
though he ntight.eat, a.n.d ,drjn,k ? and J^ugh^ 
and dance, an.d be merry., I .ihould jbay? 
i\o hesitation to pronouiice that he Tya 
a ftranger to the pleafures that are worth 

of a reafonable being. 

> 

Early in life we are apt to look upoft this 
world as a very pleafant theatre., upon 
which we may at a fhor.t but jnirthful 
part. We are ready to fay, Let us rejoice 
in the days of our youth i .but we have flpt 

J J , ! . . ,^ 

proceeded far till we .meet with t many 

- : '' ifi ~ "> " Y,"* 

things ; to make us fober and thoughtful, 
We perceive an evident difpro^portjon bi^- 
tween the pleafuyes .of folly and the powers 
'of a man, and we.feek about for fomething 

-->': ^ ' - ^ - r ,.- ; .- ,,,,i*i'-.'-v,p 

^p .fupipcrt a ,difap|)ointed, doubting, ^aiv- 
.mind. Xhis is only to be/6und in 

" : * *" "." * Tl ^7** ' ."/ 

Religion teaches 'us that our 

to'vS -=-.- n " ^:r- V-"r? 

VOL. I. C 
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buflnefs is important ; but that the proper 
difcharge of it will be attended with the 
moft beneficial confequences. It difcovers 
that there is a part allotted us fuitable to 
our faculties, and an exercife worthy of 
that nature which is beftowed on us. Un- 
der thefe views we cannot fold our hands 
an idlenefs, nor weep becaufe we have no- 
thing to do. Religion, whilft it confecrates 
a regular, decent and inoffenfive behavi- 
our, prefcribes the worthieft employments, 
as a fuitable exertion of our immortal pow- 
ers. It difpofeth us to receive profperity 
with that fedate and manly complacence 
which favourable circumftances are calcu- 
lated to promote. It infpires a fortitude of 
ipirit which enables us to fuftain the aflaults 
of adverfity. The contemplation of im- 
mortality makes us regardlefs and almoft 
forgetful of the pains that we fuffer in our 
journey to it. It adminifters the beft con- 
folation under thofe diiireffing circum- 
ftances which every man, who thinks at 
all, muft expect to meet with. I have in 
my eye at prefent the Jofs of friends, of 
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children, of connexions endeared by a 
thoufand ties. Such lofles are, and from 
the nature of things muft be, very frequent 
in the world. To part for a time is tole- 
rable. But ah I to part for ever, if this were 
the confequence of death, I fhould think of 
it with diffraction. 

The perfuaflon of immortality, and the 
belief of a refurre&ion, were topics of joy 
and confolation, with the force of which 
the firft chriftians were well acquainted, 
and they often apply them. It is the con- 
iideration of thefe doctrines that the apoftle 
Paul, in the fourth chapter of this epiftle, 
inculcates upon the Theflalonians. After 
infifting upon them with great energy, he 
concludes in this manner, ^Therefore com- 
fort one another with thefe words k . I think 
it impoffible for any perfon to read our 
Saviour's difcourfe relating to this fubject, 
in the beginning and latter end of the 
fourteenth chapter of John's gofpel, with- 
out feeling a mixture of complacence and 
melancholy highly delightful to the heart* 
* Verfe 18. C 2 
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clfib'rk 6f every ferioxis fearer, whether the 
telier" of a powferfiil, wife and merciful 
gbver libr of the wtfrld^ the profpecl bf & 
Kappy immortality^ aiid a^i bhiform prat- 
tle of rightebtifhefs j , are riot jiift arid fuffi- 
cient caufes for producing ark habitual joy 
and fatisfaHon in a man's mind ; whether 
they are not naturally calculated for ba- 
niming gloom and difcontent, and for 
promoting chearfulnefs. I fcarcely think 
tjiat any man can deny that they are. 
There does not appear to me to be any re- 

-. v..V'^j .: .**. .-.....,.., 

nnement in this reafoning. I have avoided 
confidering any thing of a curious and fub- 
tle nature, as the caufe of the joy which 
we receive from chriftianity, becaufe, 
though fome fuch things might be fpecifiedj 
they are only partial caufes, and do not ex- 
tend to the generality of chriftians ; where- 
as the confiderations which I have pointed 
mt are of univerfal influence, 
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I might -have confidered the peculiar 
.dqc"brines ,of cfyriftianily, fuch fpr inftance 
as the Sacrifice of Chrift, the promife of 
the Spirit, the refurrec'Hon of the body, tfye 
.appointment of our Saviour to be judge qf 
.the world, jhe condefceniion, and charity, 
and meeknefs of his charafter, as juft fources 
of chriflian confolation and delight : but 
fuch a detail could not at prefent have been 
entered upon, and I .apprehend that every 
perfop will be fenfib.le, ,that though ihefe 
doctrines are different, and that the.plea- 
fure arifing from the confideration of them 
admits of different modifications, yet there 
are fome general ends which .they all have 
in view, and fome common principles hy 
which they augment .the joy of our minds. 
For inftance, does not the doctrines ,of the 
fa,tisfacl:ion, of the refurreftion, of the ap- 
pointment of Jefus _as y the judge of ;the 
world, and the recollecl:ipn of his charac- 
ter, all confpire in producing thefe eqnfe- 
quences, to afcertain us of the placability 
and favour of God, and to ftrengthen our 
faith in a happy immortality ? The doctrine 

C 3 
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of the divine affiftance is certainly mod 
comfortable. But is it not chiefly felt, if I 
may fay fo, when the doctrine is realized, 
when the Spirit operateth upon the minds 
of men in engaging them to bring forth the 
fruits of righteoufnefs, piety, charity, and 
in confirming their hopes of eternal happi- 
nefs ? Thus I have all along had refpect to 
thefe doctrines as the principal foundations 
of our joy. Let us now attend to fome re- 
flections which naturally arife from what 
has been faid. ~ 

In .the firft place : Is it not plain that we 
ought to confider religion as our beft friend, 
and the fource of our trueft and moft per- 
manent joy ? If we are ftrangers to its. pow- 
er and influence, we muft be ftrangers to 
the nobleft and moft fubftantial pleafures of 
human life. For I would alk any man, 
what pleafures he can compare with thofe 
refulting from a well-governed mind, and 
a right-regulated practice, from the con- 
templation of Him who is the fountain of 
all excellence 3 from the profpeet of dwell- 



S E R M O N I. 25 

ing for ever with God and with Jefus Chrift, 
of enjoying an eternal ferenity, undifturbed 
Jby thofe calamities and dangers to which 
we are here expofed, uninterrupted by 
thofe doubts and mifgivings, which here 
.deprefs us, unobfcured by that ignorance 
.and darknefs which we here lament ? Tell 
me, ye who know the human heart, ye 
who generoufly feel for the wpes of others, 
ye who exult in tfye happinefs of your 
neighbour, tell me in what light ye con- 
fider thofe who would ravifh from mortal? 
fuch folacing and elevating joys ? are not 
theie the men to whom the wo pronounced 
by our benevolent Redeemer is juftly ap- 
plicable, Wo unto you Scribes and Phari- 
fees^ for ye neither go into the kingdom of 
heaven yourfelves, nor fuffer them that are 
entering to go in ', 

But the pleafures of the world will ftill 
allure. And by engaging our minds to 
entertain a juft value for thefe that have 
been juft now mentioned, muft we facrifice 
the reft ? muft we banifh focial mirth, re- 

1 Match, xxiii. 13, C 4 
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agreeable company, and relinquish 
innocent diverfion ? Where, my bre- 
Vhfeir, Hie neceffity For this ? 'Shall men be 
To fdblilh. Ids to firppofe things to be incom- 
patible, which^ from thieir very nature, can 
jievfer be well felifhed but wheri conjoined ? 
For my part, I believe that no man ever 
'exi&eid whbife mind was folely and for ever 
tjccupfecl with the concerns of virtue and 
religiott, ^m^drtaht as they are. Such a 
tenrper is incompatible with humanity. But 
Is the ^e'rfo'n worthy the name of a man, 
"whdfe IJfe -is wholly taken up with mirth, 
com'p'a'n'y &id di'verfiori ? If "the things of 
this world 'and of the next were properly 
tempe're^ together, do ye really think we 
fho'titd ^be lofers as to our pleafures or our 
'cligrii'ty? 5)bVe really 'think that a virtuous 

O J J J 

and religious man will receive lefs pleafure 
in company, or at a feaft, in any public 
or private amufement, becaufe he is vir- 
tuous and religious ? I know the grounds 
upon which fuch an opinion ftands ; mere 
mifapprehenfion, weak ; reafoning, and par- 
tial obfervation, I will only at prefent ap 
5 
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pea! to facl:. Do ye not know fome of the 
very beft and moft pious of your acquaint- 
ance, that Center with proper relifti into all 
the genuine and untainted pleafures that 
refult from the various incidents of human 
life? they do not indeed fpend all their 
time in thefe. But in this are they not true 
followers of pleafure ? how irkfome does 
perpetual purfuit, and reiterated enjoy- 
ment render thefe things ! how foon do 
they pall upon the fenfe, and wear out the 
appetite ! how fhamefully do they degrade 
the foul, and fink the character ! Give them 
their juft room, and I acknowledge them, 
I feel them agreeable : Exalt' them to a 
place they do not merit, and their littlenefs 
becomes confpicuous. Let us therefore 
hold fajl our integrity m , and the profejjion 
of our faith without wavering n ; perfuaded 
that by fo doing, we adhere to our beft 
interefts. 

In the feeond place: We may difcem 
the impropriety of considering religion as 

m Job xxyii. 5, 6. n Heb. x. 23. 
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fevere, gloomy, and unfriendly to human 
delight. Reprefentations of this kind are 
frequent; but they are unjuft and pernici- 
ous. That they are unjuft appears from 
the tenor of the preceding difcourfe : and 
that they are pernicious can fcarcely be dif- 
puted. Truth and utility are generally fup- 
pofed to be coincident : and in the prefent 
cafe, experience fufficiently confirms the 
maxim. A more effectual method could 
not be devifed to prevent the fpread and in- 
fluence of religion. A very elegant writer, 
who, though no profefled divine, has done 
eflential fervice to religion, illuftrates this 
obfervation very agreeably by a fimilitude 
drawn from fcripture hiftory. " Thofe," 
fays he, " who reprefent religion' in an 
" unamiable light, are like the fpies fent by 
<c Mofes to make a difcovery of the land of 
promife, when by their reports they dif- 
couraged the people from entering upon 
it. Thofe who mew us the joy, the 
chearfulnefs, the good humour that na- 
turally fpring up in this happy ftate, are 
like the fpies bringing along with them 
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ee the clufters of grapes and delicious fruits 
<c that might invite their companions into 
" the country that produced them." If we 
would wifh to recommend religion, it is 
but juftice to it to exhibit it in the form, 
that is moft apt to win and to engage. If we 
confider the character of our Saviour, it is 
full of the moft amiable, gentle, and en- 
gaging virtues. The ftrong and perpetu- 
ally prefent impreffion of divine things 
which was upon his mind, made it natural 
that he fliould not enter warmly into thofe 
fcenes that are calculated for giving inno- 
cent pleafure and enjoyment to ordinary 
mortals. But he was fometimes prefent at 
them. He exprefTed no difapprobation of 
them, and the whole complexion of his 
life fhews a moft exalted purity without 
any mixture of forbidding aufterity. BleiT- 
ed be God, we live in an age when the 
ftncerity of our religion will not be efti- 
mated by the demurenefs of our look, or 
the fullennefs of our demeanour. Let us 
{hew it by more fubftantial and lefs equi- 
vocal marks j by an uniform integrity and 
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that general goad temper which is not 
merely conftitutional, but derived from .a 
clear confcience and a fervent faith. 

Thirdly : Let the confideration of the 
joys which N true religion permits, deter- 
mine us more ftrongly againft all unlawful 
pleafures. Our duty and our intereft are 
ftrongly connected together. If we view 
things foberly, we have the greateft reafon 
to be thankful that God has allowed us fo 
many caufes of joy and rejoicing. To defire 
more difcevers the higheft ingratitude. We 
are in fome meafure ftill in the condition 
of our firft parents. We have a great variety 
of enjoyments left us. Inftead of the fruit 
of one tree that was forbidden them, there 
are indeed many which we are prohibited 
to tafte. If we venture on them notwith- 
ftanding, the confequence will be the 
fame. We will feel compunction and Te- 
rn or fe incomparably ftronger than all the 
delight we can derive from them. Let us 
therefore .refift all folicitations and entice- 
ments to that which is evil. Let a fenfe of 
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duty, the feelings of gratitude, and fre- 
quent refle&ion upon our enjoyments, ex- 
cite us to maintain an equal and uniform 
luftre of virtue and religion. Inftead of 
wantonly defiring to range through the 
field of unlimited indulgence, let us con- 
fine ourfelves within the circle of virtuous 
gratification. Thus, my brethren, our livep 
{hall be happy, our deaths ferene, and 
ur immortality glorious. 
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JOHN xv. 15. 

Henceforth I call you not fervants ; for the 
fervant knoweth not what bis lord doth: 
lut I have called you friends. 

THE different circumftances of men 
in fociety, with their different con- 
nexions and views, afford juft reafon for 
their obferving a different kind of condu6t 
in relation to one another. Diftance, referve, 
and a partial opening of the heart are very 
proper on fome occafions ; and though we 
have an undoubted claim to every inftance 
of humanity from all thofe who fhare the 
fame nature with ourfelves, it does not fol- 
low that we have the fame title to require 
or expect tlieir familiarity and friendlhip. 
To give thefe their true value, they muft 
be a voluntary offering, and proceed from a 
deliberate determination of the will. If 
this were not the cafe, and if all men were 



Otf II. 33 

to be treated in the fame manner:, familia- 
rity and friendfhip would be terms quite 
unknown, and one general word would 
fufficiently denote that uniform affe&ion 
which would equally be due to the whole 
fpecies* But the diftin&ion that has now 
been mentioned is evidently well founded; 
and our Saviour had -it in his eye when 
he uttered the words of the text. Hence-* 
forth I call you not fervants 5 for the fer- 
i)ant knoweth not what his lofd doth\ but 
I have catted you friends. 

Our divine mafter, when he entered upon 
his publick miniftry, had feledted a few fol- 
lowers to whom he gradually difclofed the 
defign of his miffion, and revealed the 
do&rines of falvation. In proportion as 
their minds were enlightened and expanded 
by the force of divine truth, he proceed- 
ed to open up to them the fecret things of 
the kingdom of God, and accompanied his 
communications with every inftance of fin- 
cere and affectionate attachment. To leave 
upon their hearts the moft lafting impref- 
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fionis of hip condefcerjfipn and gopdjaefs, hf. 
even difdains jipt to fubmit to^a fervile office 
in their favour, and a.dds the n)pft tender 
nfliirance, that he aeknpwledges his con- 
nexion with them, as arifing not merely from 
authprity, but from friendfhip. Henceforth 
I call you not feryantS) but I have called you 
friends. From this time forward 1 confider 
you not in the light of diftance and fubjec- 
tion, but as connected with me by much 
nobler and more endearing ties, even thofe 
of friendfhip : and confequently as having 
a 'right to all the marks of the moft cordial 
regard, and obliged to all the inftances of 
duty and affe&ion which this relation me- 
rits and requires. What was faid imme- 
diately to the Apoftles, and applied in a 
particular manner to them, extends in a 
certain degree to every good chriftian, and 
is delivered for the inftruftion and com- 
fprt of all fuch. And J have made choice 
of thefe words at this time, as furnifhing 
proper fcppe fpr a difcourfe on the advan^ 
tages rsfulting -from that intimate oblation 
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into which our Saviour thus condefcends. 
to receive his followers. 

I have no doubt but the apoftles and 
firft difciples of our Lord, who were ad- 
mitted to the freeft and fulleft perfonal in- 
tercourfe with him, muft have had a fenfe 
of the importance and felicity of that in- 
tercourfe fuperior to what almoft any chrif- 
tian can now attain. Perhaps fimilar feelings 
indulged by us in the very fame degree to 
which the natural principles of the mind, 
and the peculiar circumftances of the times 
would carry them in the cafe of the apoftles, 
might in fome refpets be confidered as 
proceeding from a fpirit of enthufiafm, 
which, though it may be frequently ami- 
able, is alfo frequently dangerous. But 
we are to remember, as a counterpoife to 
the happinefs of the apoftles, that they 
were called forth to the moft uncommon 
trials of their faith and patience, and that^ 
as they had many diftinguifhed opportuni- 
ties of cherifhing the tender feelings of the 
heart, and of confirming their faith in 

VOL. I. D 
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Jefus, fo alfo they were under many pecu- 
liar temptations to fupprefs the former^ and 
to renounce the latter* 

The defign of thefe remarks is to intro- 
duce an obfervation with regard to the me- 
thod now propofed, namely, that in furvey- 
ing the advantages refulting from that rela- 
tion' of friendfhip into which the Son o/ 
God admits his followers.) I am chiefly to 
take notice of thofe which I believe might 
occur to a chriftian of a pious and fober 
turn of mind, who fhould fet himfelf at this 
period deliberately to coniider the fubje6t,< 
and who (hould be more careful to declare 
with fimplicity the ingenuous feelings of 
his breaft, than to fay things which might 
furprize, inflame, or excite a powerful, but 
tranfient extafy 

In the firft place I would remark, that 
the confcioufnefs of pofTefling the friend- 
fhip of one, who difcovered fuch a temper 
and character as ihone in our Saviour, 
muft be a fource of very high gratification y . 
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&veri abftracting from every 1 confiderationr 
of profit witji which it is attended. 

There are fome principles, ifi the truth 
of which good and bad men are agreed. 
The fole difference^ and indeed it is a 
very efientia'l one, confifts in the applica- 
tion of them; For inftance, That happi- 
jfiefs ought to be the fupreme purfuit of 
mankind, is univerfally acknowledged* 
The great queftion is, How it may be ob- 
tained ? No one.? I think, can deny that 
every innocent and virtuous gratification 
is a natural and ju'ft object of our wifhes ; 
and if the confcioufnefs of our having the 
friendfhip of a wife and worthy perfon af- 
fords fuch a gratification, it is undoubtedly 
.6ne genuine fource of happinefs; That a 
confcioufnefs of this kind does afford an 
innocent and virtuous gratification, it will 
not require much attention to be convinced. 
People who have lived long, and been al- 
moft wholly engroffed by the objects of 
ambition or avarice, are apt to eftimate 
very thing by its tendency to purchafe 

D 2 
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power or riches. And fuch men pafs for 
being wonderfully fhrewd, and for having 
acquired a thorough knowledge of the 
world. But in truth they have only viewed 
it in one particular light : they have con- 
fidered men merely as they appear engaged 
in political or commercial purfuits. But 
there are very many portions of human 
life which muft be occupied with other 
concerns, and other pleafures. I appeal 
to the experience of my hearers, if the 
converfation or prefence of a friend, or even 
the recollection of his amiable qualities, 
does not allay many griefs, and heighten 
many joys, even where he is not able to 
remove the caufes of the one, and has no 
connexion, as the world is apt to judge of 
connexion, with the objects of the other. 
Is not this the fecret working of provi- 
dence, which hath united men by many 
other ties beiides that of intereft, or the 
power of prgmoting each others fecular 
views? 
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If a good man is confined in a dungeon, 
the reflection that he has the approbation 
and fympathy of a virtuous friend under 
his unjuft fufferings, will have a powerful 
tendency to fupport him, though he fhould 
be debarred from enjoying his company by 
the clofenefs of his prifon, the feverity of 
his keeper, or the diftance of a thoufand 
miles : while the wealth of worlds could not 
fupport a tyrant in the fame circumftances, 
confcious as he muft be that he merits uni- 
verfal deteftation. It is a law in the mate- 
rial world, that if one body is put in motion, 
and ftrikes another, it lofes fo much of the 
force with which it was impelled, and com- 
municates it to that other. In like man- 
ner it is a law in the moral world, that 
fympathy, either perceived in another, or 
reflected on as actually exerted, heightens 
our pleafures, and alleviates our pains. The 
very knowledge or recollection of a virtu- 
ous friendfhip, I do maintain it, will pour 
balm into the feftered foul, and revive the. 
dejected fpirit, when gold, that idol of the 
world, cannot purchafe the fmalleft re* 
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lief or confolation. In exquiilte pain, jn 
curable difeafe, or the immediate profpect 
of death, riches lofe all their luftre, and the 
purfuits of ambition, like objects thrown 
at a diftance, appear altogether diminutive. 
Turn your views to fcenes of this kind ? 
and you will feel the difference between a 
fplendid apartment, a foft bed, numerous? 
attendants, fkilful phyficians, which the 
worft of men may often command, and the 
affection and approbation of one virtuous 
friend. I put the matter ftrongly, becaufe 
men are often infenfible to the plaineft 
truths ; of which clafs I hold this propofi- 
tion to be one, that the cpnfcioufnefs of 
pofieffing fuch a virtuous friendfhip, ab- 
ilra&ed from every external advantage it 
may bring, affords a high gratification tq 
the mind. I need only add, that the more 
excellent the perfon is with whom we are 
connected by this tie, the greater will be 
the enjoyment arifmg from it. But the 
character of Clirilt, confidered as exhibiting 
every neceffary qualification for the moft 
endearing friendfhip, is truly itriking. 
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What meeknefs ? what condefcenfion, what 
humane and generous fentiments, what 
tender and affectionate feelings did he dif- 
play on a thoufand occaiions ! Recollect 
his lamentations over Jerufalem. Behold 
his tears at the tomb of Lazarus. See his 
beloved difciple leaning on his bofonu 
Accompany him while he walks with his 
difciples to Emmaus. Review the hiftory 
of his whole life. Hear his fublime dif- 
courfes. Attend to his juft, yet mild re- 
bukes. Liften to the fpirit and fervour of 
his prayers, and fay, is it poflible for your 
hearts to be unaffe&ed, uninterefted, un- 
inflamed ? O that I knew where I might find 
him, that I might come unto him, even unto 
bis feat ! 

I believe there are very few readers of 
the gofpel who will not allow that the pe- 
culiar attachment which our Saviour fhew- 
ed to John, muft have imparted a very fin? 
gular fatisfaftion to that difciple. 

Job xxiii. 3, 

P 4 
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fider what constitutes the real and efTen- 
tial felicity of human nature, and I doubt 
if ever any one enjoyed fo large a portion 
of it as this happy man, though he was 
neither rich, nor powerful, nor flattered, 
nor gratified in any worldly paffion, nor 
exempted from the fevereft perfecutions. 
Confider the ftate of the apoftles in gene- 
ral. The pleafure they had in fitting at 
the feet of Jefus, and hearing his inftruc- 
tions while he remained on earth, and their 
ardent wifhes to be abfent from the body 
and prefent with the Lord after his afcen- 
fion into heaven, are not only free from 
all erroneous enthufiafm, but perfectly na- 
tural, and what every one might expecT: in 
their circumfbnces. I do not fay that the 
confcioufnefs of our Saviour's friend/hip, 
which is promifed to all his difciples, will 
affecT: us fo powerfully as it did thofe with 
whom he converfe^, who witnefTed his liv- 
ing virtues, who faw his face, and heard 
the gracious words which proceeded out of 
his mouth. Faith muft fall fliort of vifion : 
but will it have no effect at all ? Or muft 
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not every well-difpofed mind be deeply fen- 
/ible of its influence ? But, my brethren, 
the pleafure refulting from a fenfe of the 
attachment of the moft worthy character 
in the world is not the fole or chief advan- 
tage proceeding from the friendfhip of our 
Saviour. It is attended with the moft be- 
neficial effects, and exerted in the moft ef- 
fectual manner for procuring and convey- 
ing the greateft bleffings. 

Friendfhip is naturally active. It exerts 
itfelf in profecuting ufeful plans, and in 
beftowing agreeable tokens of its fmcerity 
and ardour. And all that is revealed in 
the gofpel of Jefus Chrift, and all the great 
and heroic things that he did and endured, 
are inftances of his love and attachment to 
his followers equally beautiful and benefi- 
cial. The doctrines which he inculcated, 
tending at once to the comfort and to the 
fan&ification of human nature, the pre- 
cepts which he enjoined for the government 
of our hearts and lives, the example which 
}ie exhibited of every excellence, the irir. 
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ftitution of his laft fupper, the afiurances 
of his continual regard and afliftance ; what 
are they all but fo many fubftantial memo- 
rials of the pureft and nobleft friendship ? 

Surely the leaft attention to human na-? 
ture will mew that thefe are to be account- 
ed bleflings of the firft importance. They 
will bear to be tried by every teft, and 
viewed on every fide. If you confider 
them as productive of the moft peaceful 
and fublime enjoyments ; if you contemp-? 
late them as proper to form the minds and 
manners of youth, to reftrain their impe-r 
tuofity, to exalt their aims, and to render 
them both lovely and honourable; as no 
lefs fit for adminiftering fupport and joy 
to declining years; as engaging men to 
improve profperity to the worthieft pur- 
pofes, and helping them to bear affliction 
with a manly firmnefs ; as adding dignity 
to the higheft ftations, and rendering ob- 
fcurity itfelf illuftrious ; muft not their 
value on all thefe accounts be acknow-r 
ledged and admired? Ah 3 my brethren^ 
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manner of men mould we be, if the 
dotrine and example of Jefus had their 
full effect upon us ! Of how many fiti- 
tious wants mould we be cured, with what 

i ..-.--. - t * * 

moderation mould we receive, and with 
what magnanimity refign what are comr 
monly called the gifts of fortune ? Were 
the doctrines of life and immortality deep- 
ly imprefled on our minds, the fo much 
dreaded forms of old age, and pain, and 
ficknefs ? and forrow, to whom we muft pay 
fome tribute in our way to heaven, though 
their countenances may be ftern, yet would 
not tenify us greatly. If we live fequef- 
tered in the vale of folitude and poverty, 
and read and prac~life the gofpel, and re- 
view the memorials of our Saviour's 
friendmip, we fhall look up to the great 
without either admiration or envy; and 
enjoying green herbs and ' contentment, 
which honeft labour and virtuous exercife 
have prepared us for tailing with pleafure, 
we mall not repine that we do not {hare in 
the pernicious luxury of the rich. But if the 
Jionours and poffefiions of this world fhould 
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be bellowed upon us, the gofpel, that In- 
valuable legacy of Chrift to his friends, 
will teach us to add the true luftre to thefe 
by untainted integrity, univerfal humanity, 
and a delire to feize every opportunity of 
doing good. 

I might render the illuftration of this fub- 
jet much fuller : but what has been faid 
will be fufftcient to evince, that the blelT- 
ings I mentioned, when I entered on this 
topic of my difcourfe, are of the firft im- 
portance, and that the friendlhip which 
gives a right to them brings along with it 
the moll effential advantages. 

The fpirit of the world indeed, foftered 
by avarice, a fpirit which they who arc 
actuated by it do fometimes blufh to own, 
fuggefts an opinion, that nothing can be an 
adequate exertion, or infallible evidence of 
friendlhip, but what contributes in fome 
way or another to a man's influence or to 
his figure in life. As if a purple robe were 
? f defence againft pain, remorfe, defpair, 
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or death ! or as if riches that are faid, and I 
believe, often thought to be able to purchafe 
every thing, could buy the pleafures of a 
good confcience, an exemption from the 
ftings of a bad one, a happy exit out of this 
world, or a right to the tree of life ! Te 
(imple ones, how long will ye love Jimplicl- 
ty P ? Ye are wife in the efteem of the 
children of this world ; but liften to the 
verdict of a more impartial jury ; let rea- 
fon, experience, and infpiration fpeak. 
Since the creation of the world, mere riches 
or power could never render a human 
creature truly great, or truly happy. But 
I could mention many who are juftly con- 
fidered as lights of the world, who, though 
deftitute of every gaudy trapping, and with- 
out any one of the boafted advantages of 
life, will fhine for ever with the lufcre of 
commanding virtue. Think of thofe who 
had neither ftaff, nor fcrip, nor change of 
raiment, and of whom the world was not 
worthy. Where indeed are the people cele- 
brated in the annals of time who do not 

? Prov. i. 22. 
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glory iri rewarding the poverty and the 
merit of fome of their anceftors ? Reflect 
on thefe and a thoufand things that will oc- 
cur, and be perfuaded that, in renouncing 
the vanities and grandeurs which you are 
too apt to admire, in revealing the doctrines 
of life and immortality, in exhibiting a pat- 
tern of perfect virtue, in offering to lead 
you by his Spirit in the paths of ri'ghteouf- 
nefs, and in reconciling you to God by his' 
crofs, your Mafter hath given you the moft 
valuable and durable marks of his friend-' 
fhip and regard. 

But to mention' a little more particularly 
one of the moft important advantages re- 
fulting from the friendfhip of Chriftj 1 
mean that fecurity arid thofe hopes which- 
it gives a man in the approach of death. 

A wife man prepares againft many pof-" 
fible evils which may never befal him. 
But how foolifhly improvident is it, not to' 
prepare agairift an evil that is certain ? In 
youth it is wife to make provjfion for old' 

4 
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ige, to lay up in early years the confolations; 
which piety and a&ive virtue can procure^ 
to fupport the feeble and tottering fteps of* 
fourfcore. Yet we may never arrive at 
that period; But death, we are fure, is an 
event that will inevitably take place. The 
charms of forcerers, the hoards of mifers, 
the ikill of phyficians, the ftrength of 
guards, can neither foothe, nor bribe, nor 
terrify, nor elude that awful meflengeri 
How defirable is it then that we fliould be 
prepared to meet him with alacrity and 
fortitude ! Death, my brethren, is natu- 
rally a tremendous form, and we ftand in 
need of aid when called to encounter it; 
It will introduce us to a new and unknown 
country; and we fliall figh for fome friend- 
ly conductor to take us by the hand. If in 
this ftruggle and the fcene that fucceeds it, 
the father could enjoy the company of his 
fon, the hufband the fociety of his wife, 
and if brothers could lend each other af- 
fiftance, it might infpire fome courage. 
But nature forbids the intercourfe. Yet 
the chriftian who relies on the promises of 



S& SERMON II, 

Jefus, knows that he {hall not engage in 
that ftruggle, nor enter on that fcene 
alone or unfupported. When he walks 
through the valley of the faadoiu of death, he 
will fear no evil, for the Lord, the (hep- 
herd of fouls, zV with him, his rod and his 
Jlaff Jball comfort him^. Recollecting the 
gracious declaration of Jefus y JFhofiever 
doth the will of my Father who is in heaven, 
the fame is my mother and jlflcr and bro- 
ther r , his fluttering heart is infpired with 
courage, and elated with hope : he departs 
in peace to his native land, trufting to the 
guidance and protection of his almighty 
Friend. Where now are ye, ye gilded 
profpe&s, ye gay delufions, ye pleafing 
dreams ? Where now all the boafted 
fchemes and hopes of the covetous, the 
voluptuous and the vain ? Lo ! They are 
vanifhed, they are nothing. And a ferene, 
a happy death is all in all. You can- 
not deny the doctrine: but do you doubt 
the power of the friendfhip of Jefus ? Do 

i Pfalm xxiii. 4. r Matth. xii. 50. 
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you doubt that a confcioufnefs of it is able 
to confer this compofure, and this felicity? 
Confult the apoftles : enquire at the mar- 
tyrs : recollect the laft moments of the 
beft men whom you have known to die in 
the full exercife of their reafon : Let them 
bear witnefs ; to them I appeal. 
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1 KINGS viii. 13. 

And Hazael faid^ But what, is thy fervant a 
that he Jhould do this great thing ? 



IT happened that Ben-hadad king of Sy- 
ria when he was fick s heard of the pro- 
phet Elifha's being at Damafcus. Prompt- 
ed by a curiofity about the future that 
feems natural to man, and anxious to know 
before-hand the event of his diftemper, he 
fends Hazael, one of his minifters and fa- 
vourites, to enquire of the prophet whether 
he fhould recover or not ? In obedience to 
his mailer's commands, Hazael went to exe- 
cute his commiflion, and according to the 
cuftom of thofe days, took along with him a 
prefent of every good thing of Damafcus. 
In the moft refpeclful manner he delivers 
his me{Tage ; for he ftood before the pro- 
phet and faid, Thy fen Ben-hadad king of 
Syria hath fent me to thee, faying. Shall I 
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recover of this difeafe? The anfwer of Eli- 
fha was myfterious, and probably not per- 
fectly underftood by Hazael. Go, fays the 
prophet, fay unto him, 'Thou mayeji certainly 
recover ; howbeit, the Lord hath Jhewed me, 
that he Jhall furely die. Then fixing his 
countenance fteadily for fome time, and 
exhibiting the moft natural and ftriking 
figns of inward emotion and agitation of 
fpirit, he began to weep. Surprifed at his 
tears, Hazael enquired the caufe, and he 
anfwered in thefe remarkable words, Be- 
caufe I know the evil that thou wilt do to 
the children of Ifrael ; their ftrong holds wilt 
thou fet on fire, and their young men ivilt thou 
Jkiy with the fword, and wilt dajh their chil- 
dren, and rip up their women ivith child. 
Such barbarous and cruel deeds feemed fo 
{hocking, that in the words of our text, 
Hazael in the ftrongeft manner exprefles 
his deteftation of them. And Hazael f aid, 
But what, is thy fervant a dog, that he Jhould 
do this great thing ? 

E 2 
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It does not appear that this anfwer of 
Hazael was the effect of hypocrify, or any- 
artful defign to conceal his real fentimentsj 
it proceeded from the natural and imme- 
diate dii5tar.es of his heart. Yet from the 
atrocious crime he committed the very 
next day in murdering his mailer, we have 
no reafon to doubt, that in the war which 
he afterwards carried on againft the united 
armies of the kings of Ifrael and Judah, 
the prophet's prediction was fully accom- 
plifhed. And indeed, when we attend to 
what paffes in the world, we muft be fen- 
fible that the cafe of Hazael, tho' it may 

J j 

be uncommon in its 'degree, is far from 
bein fmeular in its kind. 

o o 

To trace then the clufes of this afionifh- 
ing ignorance of ourfelves, appears to be a 
fubjedr. of very general ufe and importance. 
When the caufes of a difeafe are diftinclly 
know% the application of proper remedies 
will prove more eafy and more certain. I 
intend therefore in the following difcourfe, 
to point out fome of the principal reafons, 
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upon which the ignorance of wicked men 
concerning them (elves, and the firange 
partiality in their judgments as to their 
future conduct, are founded ; and to con- 
clude with a few practical inferences from 
what is delivered. 

' In entering upon my fubjecl, I would 
remark, that ionorance of ourfelves is of. 
two kinds ; Ignorance with regard to our 
pafl actions, and ignorance as to the future 
conduct we fnall maintain in life. Of the 
firft kind the fcripture affords us a very 
remarkable inflance in the cafe of David, 
who, induced by the finking allegoiy of 
Nathan, unknowingly paued the ievereft 
fentence upon himfelf. But it is ignorance 
of the fecond kind I mentioned, of which 
there is fo ftrong an example exhibited, to 
us in the text, which I now purpofe to 
confider, Hazael was fo blind to his own 
character, that he believed himfelf wholly 
incapable of the crimes which he afterwards 
committed. Whence could this proceed ? 
or how does it happen, that the dcclara-s 

3 
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tions of men in fimilar circumftances are 
fo little to be relied upon ? 

The firft and more obvious caufe of this 
ignorance of men proceeds from the total 
want of attention to, and reflection upon 
their real characters and tempers. Is it fur- 
prifing that a man mould be ignorant of a, 
fubjet which he has never confidereH ? 
Is the meaner! art and employment of life 
to be learned without fome pains and ap- 
plication ? It is needlefs to give a particular 
inftance in any one profeflion ; for it holds 
true in every one of them, that before any 
perfon underftands it, he muft be taught 
by another, or beftow labour and diligence 
himfelf. Can we expect that the general 
rule is not to take place with refpe<5t to the 
knowledge of our own minds ? But are not 
a thoufaad fubjec~ts of lefs utility and im- 
portance, more the fubjedrs of our reflection 
and meditation, than our own hearts and 
tempers ? For rendering fubjeclis more plain 
and intelligible, the ingenuity of men has 
devifcd various methods, and thefe methods 
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are attended to by thofe whofe concern it 
is 5 but inftead of ufmg and applying thofe 
rules which might be proper and ufeful, 
in order to make us acquainted with our- 
felves, are not moft men more anxious to 
find out a variety of expedients, by which 
they may fortify and confirm themfelves 
in their ignorance ? Need I point out to 
you that entire diffipation of thought, that 
unremitting purfuit of pleafure, that per- 
petual levity, which are confidered not only 
as arts to obtain prefent gratifications, but 
partly profectited with the very view I 
mentioned before, to keep men ftrangers 
to themfelves, their tempers, and their dif- 
pofitions ? Can you name an enemy that 
feems more to be an object of fear to great 
numbers than reflection ? In this fituation, 
it would be next to a miracle, if a man 
were not ignorant of himfelf, 

I acknowledge that one muft be in fome 
meafure confcious of what paffes in his 
mind. The objects he purfues muft be 
perceived by him ; he muft feel the paflions 

E 4 
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he is perpetually endeavouring to gratify, 
But thefe are merely facts which he remem- 
bers to-day, but forgets to-morrow. To 
the generality of men they are like dividing 
the waters of a river by your hand ; it is 
no fooner removed than the dream joins, 
and you can difcern no mark where the 
breach was. For inftance, what courfe of 
life may v/e fuppofe Kazael to have led 
before his interview with the prophet ?' 
Educated at the court of a powerful mo- 
narch, by whofe favour he poffefTed a high 
place, would it be a fmgalar cafe, if he 
had devoted his whole time to the func- 
tions of his office, and the indulgence of 
his defires ? It bed perhaps been frequently 
a queflion with him, How {hall I preferve 
and encreafe my power ? but he had pro- 
bably never afked himfelf, What have I 
done to difgrace my fration r or, How fnall 
I acl: to be worthy of the favour and dig- 
nity which -I enjoy ? Thofe features of his 
former character, which might have given 
a man of penetration caufe to fufpecl:, 
that in cafe he {liquid arrive at fupreme 
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power, he would at the cruel fcenes 
which the prophet predicted, Hazael him- 
felf had probably never attended to in any 
other manner, than as a man beholding Us 
natural face In a glafs : for he beholddh 
himfelf^ and goetb bis way, and Jlralght- 
^vay fcrgcttsth what manner of man he was 5 . 
But even this fupine thoughtleiTnefs and 
inattention is not the only, nor perhaps 
the chief caufe why bad men form fo 
partial a judgment in their own favour, 
and believe that they are free from the 
vices which lurk in fome fecret corner of 
the heart, and which wait but for a proper 
feafon to unfold themfelves. 

To account then for this more fully, I 
would oblerve in the fecond place, that 
there is implanted in man a natural ab- 
horrence of that which is evil, and a na- 
tural fympathy for the fufterings of others, 
Tho' we are in a corrupted and depraved 
ftate, yet in thefe refpeds we bear the 
marks of a divine original* The foul of man, 

5 James i. 23, 24. - 
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which is the workmanfhip of God, is at 
variance, in its fentiments at leaft, with 
every cruel and barbarous action. Allow 
the unprejudiced and genuine feelings of 
the heart to judge, and nature itfelf will 
not err in applauding the virtuous and the 
worthy part, and condemning the contra- 
ry. If we convey our thoughts back to 
pail ages, and obferve tyrants depopulating 
kingdoms, and innocent fubje&s fufFering 
under their rod, does not an honeft indig- 
nation fpring up againft the former, and a 
powerful fympathy exert itfelf in favour of 
the latter ? By his cruel decree, Herod 
fills the flreets of Bethlehem and the coafts 
round about v/ith lamentation, weeping, 
and great mourning. Herod, the barba- 
rous deed has devoted thy name to infamy 
thro' all ages ! Ye wretched mothers, while 
humanity remains, the tear of pity and of 
,,v.irtue v/ill never be denied as a tribute 
due to your furFerings ! 

Now this abhorrence of evil, and this 
fympathy and forrow for the miferies of 

7 
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others, are not principles which are con- 
fined to the virtuous and religious; they 
naturally operate upon all. By a feries of 
wicked actions the impious try to flifle, 
arid to overcome them ; but till they are 
trampled upon a thoufand times they are 
not totally extinguiftied. A filent and a 
feared confcience, is not an eafy or fpeedy 
acquifition. 

When therefore cruel and barbarous ac- 
tions are reprefented to us, we recoil, as it 
were, from the thought of them. If the 
paffions which prompt to them are aileep 
(and this will often be the cafe with the 
won't of men) the better principles of our 
nature refume a {hare of their native vigour, 
and we cannot perfuade ourfelves that we 
would really praftife what we fo fincerely 
abhor, or occafion to others thofe fufter- 
ings which excite our pity to thofe that 
feel them. Let us obferve whether the 
cafe mentioned in the text does not con- 
firm this reafoning. Surely to ravage a 
country with fire and fword, to maffacre 
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men, women, and children, not tc relent 
at the cry of innocence, to fteel the heart 
ao-ainft the tears of a defenctlefs mother, 

O ' 

and not to fpare even the helplefs, un- 
complaining babe who had never feen 
the light, are deeds of the utmorl inhu- 
manity. The man who could look for- 
ward, and view himfelf as the author of 
thefe, would be more than a monfter. At 
this time Hazael was removed from every 
thing that might excite his vicious appe- 
tite. In the prefence of a perfon whofe 
very appearance made him the object of 
reverence, he could not but feel the na- 
tural rifina;s of his foul in favour of virtue 

k-/ 

and oodnefs. In this fituation was it any 
wonder, that this man, habitually unac- 
quainted with himfelf, ihould exclaim a- 
"gainfc his being capable of thofe crimes, 
the very naming of which chill the blood, 
and overwhelm the foul ? But what^ is 
thy firvftr.t a dog^ that he Jhould do this great 
thing? BY being capable of fo atrocious 
deed;;, 1 ihouid not only renounce the 
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principles of virtue, but the very nature 
of a man. 

In the third place: The partiality which 
bad m'en ihow in judging of themfelves, 
and their ignorance of their real chara6r.ers, 
are partly founded in the nature of vice. 

Vice when it is continued, not only cor- 
rupts the heart, but perverts the judgment. 
By its deceitfulnefs man is hardened againft 
the fenfe of thofe crimes he has already 
committed, and what is {hanger frill, while 
his heart condemns them in others, he 
continues to commit them himfelf, with- 
out being fennble that he is guilty of them. 
Vice is the greatefr., perhaps the on]y for- 
cerefs upon the face of the earth. Thofe 
who drink of 'her cup, becoming intoxi- 
cated with it, do not perceive objects in 
their true and proper light. Like men in- 
fected with fome difeafes which confer the 
fame colour upon every thing they look at, 
the vicious often view themfelves, not as 
they truly are, but thro' a falfe and deceit- 

7 
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ful medium which has a power to give a 
femblance of health to ilcknefs, of honefty 
to corruption, and of rectitude to the great- 
eft deformity. 

The fafcination of fin then engaging men 
to form fo wrong a judgment of the prefent 
ftate of their temper, and leaving them by 
a ftrange delufion in pofleflion of their na- 
tural principles, while they are counter- 
acting their dictates j it is impofiible, but 
they will be rKll more partial, as to the judg- 
ment of their future conduct. The prin- 
ciples that have been already taken notice 
of, combine with the bewitching nature of 
fin in this cafe to blind their eyes, and to in- 
creafe their ignorance. But farther it is to 
be obferved, that vice is likewife in its na- 
ture gradual and progreiiive. It is known 
even to a proverb, that no perfon becomes 
altogether wicked on a fudden. The inter- 
mediate fteps muft be as it were meafured 
before one reaches the fummit. The checks 

> 

of natural confcience are not retrained at 
once. Take an Ahab, or a Jezebel, a 
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Manafles, or a Herod, and the leaft re- 
flection will convince us that they arrived 
at the high pitch of wickednefs which have 
rendered them objects of deteftation , only 
by degrees- Obferve a young perfon at his 
entering upon vice. The firft crimes he 
commits are gone about with a timid look 
and trembling heart. He feems to be con- 
fcious, that the eye of Gcd is upon him, 
and that he is offering an indignity to his 
own nature. But in a little time with lefs re- 
morfe and apprehenfion than the firft fteps 
in vice occafioned, he proceeds to daring 
crimes which he could not have fufFered 
hitnfelf to think of, even for a long time 
after he was the fervant of fin. Habits of 
fin, like other habits, require time to form 
them ; but when rooted, and ftrengthened 
by a frequent exercife, they totally change 
the nature, and render us perfectly different 
creatures from what we were. 

The progrefs of vice may be therefore 
compared to the rolling of a ftone down 
a declivity : at firft it moves flowly and 



66 SERMON I1L 

gently, but before it reaches the bottom it 
acquires an impetuofity and force that are 
irrefiftible. If you were to view a river at 
the place of- its rife, you will fee a fmall 
ftream, whofe courfe might be eafily flopped 
or changed 5 but as you trace it, it flill in- 
creafes, till it cannot be reftrained by the 
power of man. When Hazael ftood before 
the prophet^ he had travelled but a fliort 
way in the path of vice j but he neither 
had the refolution, nor the inclination to 
controul his irregular appetites. Elifha, 
by the fpirit which dwelled in him, unveil- 
ed the future. He pointed out fome of 
the fcenes which this man v/as to act in the 
fucceeding part of his journey ; but they 
were too- diftant, they were too unlike the 
part, and they depended too much upon paf- 
fions that were at prefent quiet and dor- 
mant, for the perfon hisnfelf to be fenfible of 
them. More impartiality than can be ex- 
pected is requifite for a vicious man to judge 
fairly of his prefent ftate ; but to difcern. 
whether keen defires, violent paffions, an 
unfubdued fpirit, fit opportunities, and in- 
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veterate habits may at length carry Bim$ is 
almoft impoflible. To acknowledge the 
pitch of vice to which he may be brought^ 
would be to fuppofe himfelf much worfe 
than he really is; 

Finally* my brethren i another reafori 
why wicked men are apt to flatter them- 
felves with their being incapable of many 
vices which they afterwards commit, may 
be difcerned from the nature of temptation* 
There are a great many of the moft heinous 
crimes that man can be guilty of^ to which 
no particular principle or paflion in his na- 
ture leads him. To delight in cruelty, is in 
no fenfe natural to man^ and it is but fel- 
dom acquired. But this forms no fufficient 
fecurity againft our committing cruel ac* 
tions. The feeling no propenfity towards 
them j but on the contrary an averfion, gives 
a bias to our judgment, and makes us be- 
lieve that we mail never be ftained by 
them : but the danger lies, not from a di- 
rect: delire^ but from feeing fuch and fuch 
actions neceflary to obtain certain ends 

VOL. L F 
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upon which our hearts are fet. The promp-> 
tetf to cruel and barbarous adlions is not a 
love of cruelty ; but the temptation may 
arife either from unlimited ambition, un- 
controuled lufts, or a thirft of revenge. 
Temptation does not always intrude itfelf 
upon us. Till objecls that excite the ap- 
. petites 6F wicked men are in fome mea- 
fure within their reach, they feldom wifh 
for the attainment of them. In the mean 
time the paflions which rule them are as it 
were afleep : they conceal themfelves from 
the view "even of thofe who are governed by 
them. But rib fobner is the temptation of- 
fered, than they awake with all their fury,, 
ari'd while their fway prevails, plunge the 
man into exceffes which he could not have 
believed himfelf capable of committing. 

The man who fuffers one unlawful paf- 
fion to obtain the empire over his heart, has 
really every thing to fear. He fubmits to 
the dominion 'of a tyrant who will bear no 
refiifal, and will never fuffer a command 
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to be difputed. Let us conlider the cafe of 
that man whom our text reprefents to us. 

He was the favourite and -minifter of * 
powerful fovereign. To obtain this office 
had been at firft probably the higheft aim 
of his ambition. But now he was within 
one ftep of the throne, his matter's ficknefs 
opens the profpect ; being accidentally left 
alone with him, the whole force of tempta- 
tion overwhelms his foul, and the crown. 
appears ready to fall on his own head. The 
demon takes full pofleffion of his heart ; 
and the man who never before, perhaps in 
any flagrant inftance, had tranfgrefled the 
duty of a faithful fubje&, now impelled by 
the luft of power, murders his benefactor 
and his king. Will dominion thus ac- 
quired be felicitous about the juftice of the 
means by which it muft be preferved ? or- 
will revenge never actuate the heart which 
ambition has fo thoroughly corrupted ? 
Believe it not. If one devil enters, there 
will be feven ready to follow. What are 
the lives of a thoufand irmpcent perfons tp 
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the man who has never endeavoured to 
reftrain his ambition, his revenge, or his 
pride ? The fword of Hazael is unfheath- 
ed ; his unlawful paffions impel him ; and 
the miferable inhabitants of Judea feel that 
all his fentiments of humanity are but weak 
barriers againft their force* 

Thus I have endeavoured to trace feme" 
of the principal caufes why wicked meri 
are fo ignorant of themfelves, and form 
fuch a partial judgment with regard to 
their future conduct. Let us now attend 
to fome of the practical inftructions which 
this fubjet affords. In the firft place, we 
may obferve in general from what has been 
faid, how folid a foundation is laid in hu- 
man nature for virtue and religion. They 
approve themfelves to the natural feelings 
of men, and whatfoever is contrary to them 
is naturally hated and abhorred. It is not 
the language of the good only, How ami- 
a'Ble is virtue ! but even the wicked give 
their teftimony to the fame truth. O vir^ 
tue ! at thy image the worft muft bow j andr 
4 
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while they defpife thy counfel, they muft 
yet confefs thy authority. In this fituation 
how inexcufable are they who would deny 
the difference between virtue and vice, good 
and evil ! On the other hand, let it be ever 
our care to maintain the rights of the for- 
mer facred and inviolable. Let that holy 
religion which beft unfolds its precepts, 
whofe Author gave a living example of its 
perfection, whofe rewards, promifes and 
threatnings are its fureft and its chief fup- 
ports, be ever dearer to us than life itfelf, 
If not only by the light of nature, but by 
the clearer light of revelation, we muft be 
fully fenfible of the beauty of holinefs, 
let us follow after the practice of it. But 
more particularly, I would obferve, from 
what hath been faid concerning the pro- 
grefs of vice, the great danger, and fatal 
confequences of a firft departure from the 
paths of integrity. The man who. once fuf- 
fers himfelf to be allured by fin, knows not 
how far he may proceed. If firmer s there- 
fore entice thee^ faith the wife man, my fan 

>3 
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tonfent thou not 1 : In this cafe a little leaven 
J u 

leqveneth the whole lump. - Let no perfon 
give up with that which is good and right, 
prefuming that he will flop when he pleafes. 
I prefent you with a picture at which you 
ftartle ; yet if you are now initiated into 
vice, let a few years revolve, and you your- 
felves will perhaps be the original. Let me 
therefore with earneftnefs exhort every one, 
and young people in particular, in the words 
of Solomon, Enter not into the path of the 
wicked^ and go not in the way of evil men. 
Avoid zY, pafs not by zV, turn from //, and 
pafs away" 1 . Temptation, my brethren, is 
powerful ; we know not whether we fhall be 
able to endure it. With fervency of heart 
then let us offer up that petition which is 
enjoined by our Mafter, who knew the 
heart, its weaknefs and its feeblenefs j Lead 
us not into temptation*. 

Laftly : From what has been faid, we 
may fee the neceffity of endeavouring to 
conquer every irregular and unlawful ap- 

1 Prov. i. 10. a Prov,r iv. 14. x Mat. vi. 13. 
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petite. The train of vices, which one evil 
paflipn may lead us into, may -be vaftly 
great. Not only are we liable to thofe 
which have that paflion for their object, 
but to a variety of others which may appear 
as means neceflary in order to .obtain its 
gratification. A city may be betrayed by 
one fecret enemy, as well as by.a.thoufand. 
Befides, my brethren, the facT: is, that our 
fins and our follies proceed more from one 
principal paflion than from a variety of leiTer 
.ones. This ruling paflion is commonly the 
fource of moft of our errors j let us endea- 
vour thoroughly to fubdue it. I conclude 
my difcourfe in the words of the apoftle, 
Let us therefore lay afide every weight, and 
the Jin that doth fo eafily befet us, and let us 
.run with patience the race that is fet before 
us, looking unto Jefus, the author and the 
fnijher of our faith ?. 

y Heb. xii. i. 
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ACTS xxiv. 25. 

And as he reafoned of righteoufnefs, tem- 
perance and judgment to come, Felix, 
trembled. 

FROM the preceding part of this hif- 
tory we learn that the Jews enter- 
tained a moft violent enmity againft Paul, 
becaufe they apprehended that he had an 
intentiqn, of deftroying the whole fabrick 
of their law and polity. As foon as they 
knew of his being at Jerufalem, they laid 
hold on him, and having obtained leave 
from the chief captain to fcourge him, 
they bound him with thongs, and were 
preparing to execute the fentence, when 
the apoftle claimed the privilege of a 
Roman citizen. By this means he was 
delivered from the open effects of their 
malice j but intent on his deftruction, they 
entered into a fecret combination 
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his life. Paul having been informed of 
this by his filter's fon, defired him to go 
to Lyfias, and to make the matter known 
to him. Upon being informed of the 
plot, Lyfias fends him under a ftrong 
guard to Cefarea, to be examined by Felix 
the Roman governor. The character of 
Felix, from the beft accounts we have of 
him, is fhortly this. He had paved his way 
to his prefent power by feveral intrigues, 
and the favour of fome retainers to the court 
of Rome, at that time the moft corrupted 
and vicious. He had been very active in 
the punimment and fuppreffion of robberies, 
which were then very frequent in Judea ; 
and this gave occafion to the encomium 
of Tertullus in the beginning of his ora- 
tion. But he had been guilty of the grcfleft 
partiality, and of the moft fcandalous vio- 
lations of juftice in many inftances, and 
of a moft inhuman, murder in the cafe of 
Jonathan the high-prieft. At the period 
to which our text refers, he alfo lived 
in. an infamous commerce with Drufilla, 
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whom he had feduced .to leave her lawful 
.hufband, and to remain with him. 

Before this man Paul is;hroughtto anfwer 
for himfelf, and an accufation having been 
preferred againft him .by Tertullus, whom 
the high-prieft and elders had employed 
.for this purpofe, he delivered his defence 
with fuch fortitude, magnanimity and 
force, ,that tho' Felix could ^not refolve to 
acquit him, yet he ordered feveral indu 1 !- 
.gences to be fhewn:hrm in his confinement, 
and left him with fome curiofity to hear 
him again more fully concerning that caufe 
which had ocean" oned his imprifonment. 
Accordingly, a-few days after, he fends for 
him, that he himfelf together with Drufilla, 
might receive -Tome information concern- 
ing the do&rine of Chrift. 

It was. at this time that the apoftle, among 

other articles of the chriftian faith, infifted 

.particularly .on thofe, which might moft 

, readily touch* the governor's confeience and 

lead him to repentance and amendment 5 
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en the indifpenfible neceflity of obferving 
the rules of juftice and righteoufnefs ; of 
fubmitting ourfelves to the laws of temper- 
ance and fobriety ; and on the certainty of 
that final judgment, wherein a retribution 
will be awarded according to our deferts. 
Upon thefe fubjedts he fpoke with fuch 
energy and power, that the governor was 
alarmed, and agitated by the violent emo- 
tions of fear and remorfe. And as be rea- 
foned of righteoufnefs ^ temperance ', and of 
judgment to come, Felix trembled. 

From this portion of facred hiftory I in- 
tend to deduce fome reflections, which may, 
by the bleffing of. God, have a tendency to 
reclaim us from iniquity, or eftablifh us in, 
.religion and virtue. 

In the firft place, I obfervefrom this paf- 
fage, that God has difcovered to us, by the 
immediate information of our own minds, 
fome of the moft eflential parts of our duty 
and obligations. Paul properly fpoke be- 
fore Felix concerning righteoufnefs and 
temperance, and appealed to his own mind 
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for the cbnvi&ion of the indifpenfible obli- 
gation of thefe virtues. The fame apoftlc 
tells us in another place, God hath not left 
himfelf without witnefs a at any time j and 
that the Gentiles which have not the law y 
immediately delivered from heaven, tbefe 
having not the law, are a law unto them- 
felveS) their conscience alfo bearing witnefs, 
and their thoughts meanwhile accujing or 
elfe excufmg one another b . The great rules 
for the regulation of life and manners are 
not left for the fubje&s of deep enquiry 
and abftrufe refearches, but by the finger 
of God himfelf they are imprinted on our 
minds in the moft legible character? ; for 
when God formed man at firft, he formed 
him after his own image, and gave him 
eyes to fee, and underftanding to difcern 
between good and evil : a heart to approve 
of, and delight in the former, and to abhor 
and difapprove of the latter ; and though 
the brightnefs of the divine image is fullied 
in the human foul, yet it is not totally 
destroyed . In what region of the earth was 
ingratitude ever approved and rewardecl ? 
a Afts xiv. 17, b Rom, ii. 14, 



SERMON IV. 



Did injuftice or cruelty, as fuch, ever meet 
with the fan<5tion of the law ? Or have not 
piety, jufticeand clemency always, and in 
all countries approved themfelves true^ 
lovely, and of good report ? 

It is acknowledged, that when We conli- 
der things in one view, we are apt to think 
that the particular laws of ftates, or efta- 
blifhed cuftoms of nations^ have often con-^- 
tradited the general laws of nature* But 
were we to examine the appearances which 
fuggeft this thought, or even to confider 
thofe inftances in which the contradiction 
was real, they might be accounted for with-* 
out overturning the principle now eftablifh- 
ed. The great rules of morals may have 
been naturally difcovered ; and yet when 
men have endeavoured to clafs duties, and 
to defcend to a greater fpeciality than the 
plain fuggeftions of the mind dictated, or 
to fix the different merits of duties, where 
there feemed to be a competition, or to 
determine precifely what were the proper 
external marks of our internal difpofition, 
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then they may have erred, and been much 
mifled. We muft make allowances too fat 
wrong education, violent paffions, unthink> 
ing levity, . or .unreafonable fears. Thefe 
often gave rife to extravagant and abfurd 
inftitutions, which were afterwards recom- 
mended by cuftom, and thus implicitly 
received and implicitly obeyed. In this 
manner the candle of the Lord may, by 
-degrees, be almoft extinguilhed j darknefs 
may overwhelm the foul, and error' be 
embraced as truth. 

This was actually the cafe in a grea 
meafure, when the fun of righteoufnefs 
appeared in the world, to rekindle the fa- 
ired flame in the human mind, to point 
out our duty, and to lead us by his Spirit 
in the path of righteoufnefs. But is it not 
one of the great excellencies of our holy 
religion, that it approves itfelf in the 
ilrongeft manner to mankind, by its con-* 
formity to their natural principles of piety, 
juftice, charity and temperance ? 
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The commandments prefcribed by it, 
are not hidden from us, neither are they 
far off. They are not in heaven, that thou 
jlwuldft fay, Who jhall go up to beaVen for us 
and bring thsm to us, that we may bear 
them and do them ? neither are they beyond 
the fea, that thou Jhouldjl fay, Who Jhall go 
ffver the fea for us, and bring them to us^ 
that <we may hear them and do them ? but 
they are very nigh unto thee, even in thy 
mouth and in thy heart, that thou mayft do 
them c . And indeed, had we not minds 
formed for the knowledge and fervice of 
God, for the love of mankind, and for 
the obfervance of the rules of temperance 
and fobriety, we could not be the objects 
of religion : for religion does not beftow 
upon us new feelings ; it only applies to 
thofe feelings which God has given us. 
Even where it points out duties, of which 
we fliould have otherwife been ignorant, 
ftill the obligation to thefe may be difcern- 
ed from their being fuitable to thofe prin- 
ciples which the author of religion at firlt 
imprefied upon our hearts. 

c Deut, xxx. ii, 12, 13, 14. 
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Secondly, In the verfe now under cdh~ 
federation, we have a very ftriking inftance 
of the power with which confcitnce is in-^ 
vefted, not only to inform us of our duty$ 
but to punifti us for the breach of it. Paul 
reafoned of righteoufnefs, from whieh Fe- 
lix, as a magiftrate^ as a judge, and as a 
private perfon, had often departed. Felix 
lived in a moft infamous commerce with 
Drufilla j Paul therefore difcourfed of 
temperance. Of the obligations to righte- 
oufnefs and temperance^ Felix, tho' neither 
a Jew nor aChriftian, was not ignorant : and 
when his tr?nfgreffion of thefe obligations 
was recalled to his mind^ it naturally excit- 
ed fenfations of pain and remorfe. But 
when the minifter of Ghrift reprefented to 
him the awful retribution ...for the deeds 
done in the body, then his inmoft foul was 
roufed. The apoftle's words coincided 
with his own natural apprehenfions, and 
the vengeance of heaven feemed already to 
have overtaken him. His whole frame was 
agitated ; and, unable to bear it longer, he 
-immedi"''ely remanded the prifoner. 
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Thus God has conferred upon con fcience 
a moft facred authority, which no man can 
Violate without being felf-condemned, and 
fuffering the mbft terrible punifhment 
from its reproaches* Of this we have the 
fulleft attentions inhiftory,both facred and 
profane. In the height of profperity indeed, 
a fenfe of guilt may be fometimes over"- 
powered and laid afleep ; but the leaft acci- 
dent or affliction awakens it, and fhews that 
the fire had decayed for a little, only to 
flame with the greater violence* Even prof- 
perity does not always prevent the fenfe of 
guilt: remorfe, like fome inveterate and in- 
curable difeafej preys conftantly upon the 
heart of thofe who by their deeds have 
given birth to it, and fliews that their judg- 
ment lingereth not* We have a very ftriking 
inftance of this in one of the tyrants of Si- 
cily. After acquiring the royal authority 
by injuftice, cruelty $ and murder, he lived 
in the utmoft fplendour, but he was con- 
ftantly harraffed by tormenting fears, pro- 
ceeding from his aggravated guilt. He 
dreaded the juft punilhment of his crimes 
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from his domeftics, and his very children, 
One of his minifters having afked the pof-r 
feflion of his fplendid ftation for a day; he 
cloathed him in his royal robes, placed him 
upon his throne, fet before him the moft 
coftly entertainment, and ordered the moft 
illuftrious attendance to be paid him ; but 
as an emblem of the continual apprehenfion 
of his own mind, he fufpended a naked 
fword from the ceiling by a fmgle hair, di- 
rectly above his head j and thus he fat con- 
ftantly dreading that the day in which he 
attained his wifhed-for dignity would prove 
the laft of his life. I need not make any 
remarks on this hifcory, nor multiply ex- 
amples of wretches, who from awakened 
confciences have endured mifery fimilar to 
that of this tyrant. 'The wicked are like 
the troubled fea, when it cannot, reft^ whofe 
waters cafi up mire and dirt. There is no 
peace, faith my God^ to the wicked A . A re- 
fp-ite indeed may, by want of refleclion, by 
(.liiiipation or fome other caufe, be obtained 
for a little from the reproaches of a guilty 

d Ifaiah Ivii. 20, 21. 
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eonfcience ; but this can never be called 
true peace. 

It is a very remarkable property of this 
faculty, that it applies any fuffering which 
befals a perfon to the crime which it con- 
demns, tho' it be not direUy inflicted as a 
punifhment for that crime, and forces him 
to confider it as a token of the juft ven- 
geance of heaven* We are not informed, 
that any puniftiment immediately followed, 
upon the crime of Jacob's fons, in felling 
their brother as a Have, or that they were 
touched with a fenfe of their iniquity; but 
they were no fooner imprifoned in Egypt, 
after an interval of many years, under a 
pretence of their being fpies (which, if they 
had been as innocent in other rsfpe&s, as 
they were in this, might have appeared an 
event in the ordinary courfe of Providence) 
than their confciences immediately applied 
the punifhment as the juft reward of their 
guilt. Therefore do they fay to one another , 
JVe are verily guilty concerning our brother ; 

in that we faw the angtiiflj of his foul ivhsn 
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he lefought us, and we would not hear", there* 
fore is this dijlrefs come upon us s . 

It is farther worthy of obfervation, that, 
even where the mind is left in uncertainty 
as to the import of any unufual event, a 
guilty conference is immediately roufed and 
dreads the worft. When Belfhazzar fat at 
his feaft, and the hand appeared writing 
on the wall, as he was ignorant of what 
was written, he might have imagined it to 
be good, as readily as evil : but his guilt 
was his interpreter 5 and tho' he did not 
underftand the writing, this informed him, 
that it betokened no good to him. 'there- 
fore was his countenance changed, and his 
thoughts troubled him^ fo that the joints of 
his loins were loafed, and his knees fmote one 
Ggainft another f . How natural was it for 
confcience to prefent the reflection to He- 
rod, when he heard of Chrift's miraculous 
works, that it was John the baptift whom 
he had beheaded, that had arifen from the 

e Gen. xlii. 21. f Dan. v. 6. 



SERMON IV. 87 

<lead, and performed thofe wonderful 

things ? 

Confcience then may be lulled For a lit- 
tle, but the moft trivial thing imaginable 
may awaken it. The wicked man has rea- 
fon to dread a dark night, a folitary fitua- 
tion, an accidental expreffion, any common 
or uncommon incident. When Felix called 
for the apoftle, he intended nothing but 
a little entertainment ; but before he rofe, 
how juft reafon had he to fay, as Ahab 
faid to Elijah, Haft thou found me, Q mine 
enemyt>? The happinefs of the wicked, m,y 
brethren, may be compared to fo many 
figures in the fand : The wave no fooner 
comes to the place where they are, than 
they are razed. By our Omnipotent Crea- 
tor confcience is placed within pur breafts, 
as our ruling faculty. It erects its tribunal 
there, and accufes, judges, acquits, or con- 
demns. How irrefiftible its power! Who 
ever exalted himfelf agamft it, and profper- 
ed ? Or what colour of life is fo black and 

i Kings xxi. 20. 
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difmal as that, where a man is at enmity 
with his own mind ? 

In the third place. The text leads our 
view to two men of very oppolite charac- 
ters, and in very different circumftances ; in 
fuch a manner as tends to correcl: the judg- 
ment we are apt to form with regard to 
power and external appearances. We fee 
Felix a Roman governor, furrounded with 
the m millers of his will, attended to with 
all the marks of regard, fpoken of with re- 
fpe6t, and addrefled with that flattery which 
it requires an uncommon degree of virtue 
not to take pleafure in. Would not the 
ambitious who moved in an inferior fphere, 
judge this man to be crowned with a gar- 
land compofed of flowers which conferred 
an uncommon luftre and honour upon the 
wearer ? yet liftlefs days and hours are 
often the lot of the great. It was probably 
when neither bufmefs engaged him, nor a 
lawlefs or irregular appetite folicited a gra- 
tification, that he refolved to hear Paul by 
way of entertainment, or perhaps out of 
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compliment to Drufilla, who -was a Jewefs, 
and might be fomewhat interefted in a 
caufe, which had occafioned fuch an uproar 
at Jerufalem. Paul therefore is fent for ; 
and appearing before one, who had both the 
pretext, and the power of inflicting imme- 
diate death upon him, he feems the object 
.which calamity had fet up to jpierce with 
her fharpeft darts. In the mind of the 
Romans who were prefent, did not the 
defire naturally fpring up, and did not 
ardour give it utterance ? May I ever be 
an attendant upon the happy Felix ! but 
from the fears which poflefs, or the fate 
that may overtake that wretched prifoner, 
may I ever be delivered ! 

But how widely does man misjudge, 
when he looks only at what ftrikes the ex- 
ternal eye? For pov/er and grandeur, tho' 
purfued with the utmofl keennefs as the 
companions, yea as the very parents of hap- 
pinefs, are frequently deceitful phantoms, 
totally unconnected with that great object 
pf all human wishes. We have a very 
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ftrong inftance of this before us ; a very 
little -reflection will fopn engage us to reck- 
on the prifoner the great and the happy man, 
and the judge the mean and the unhappy 
wretch. To be fenfible of this, let us draw 
afide the outward veil by which we may be 
impofed upon, and look into their hearts. 

Felix, then, was th? fubjec"b of many 
ungovernable paffions, which like fo many 
harpies, continually cried for gratification ; 
and that they might be gratified, plunged 
him into a thoufand exceffes, the reflection 
upon which filled him with difapprobation 
and abhorrence of himfelf. His guards 
furrounded him, and power employed all 
her artifices to make him happy ; but from 
a fecret corner guilt often bent his bow, and 
pierced him with the arrows that are the 
moft ftrongly barbed, and the moft deeply 
penetrating of any that are borne in the 
quiver of affliction. When he looked with- 
in, lie difcerned his foul to be black with 
guilt. Beyond the fleeting and precarious 
profpecl of a few years, which even his paft 
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experience could inform him, would be far: 
from being years of unmixed joy, hope 
did not admimfter from her cup one cor- 
dial drop to fupport his fpirit ; but defpair 
hovered round him, and tho 3 he avoided 
the fight of this monfter with the greateft 
care, yet Ihe often intruded into his pre- 
fence, and overwhelmed his mind. For can 
we think, that the words of this prifoner 
roufed terrors which had never been roufed 
before, by any of thofe purfuits in which he 
had been engaged, by any of thofe injuries 
he had committed, or by any of that blood 
he had fhed ? Be not deceived then. Felix, 
in fpite of appearances, was the prey of 
ungovernable infatiable paflions, at en- 
mity with himfelf, haunted by the fenfe of 
his guilt, and often tormented with thofe 
diftreffing fears, which were augmented by 
confidering them as the prefage of future 
and greater punifhment. 

Let us turn our view next to Paul. Tho' 
Handing at the tribunal of a judge, and ac- 
cufed as a criminal, yet what greatnefs, ancL 
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ereftnefs of mind does he difcover ? Nei- 
ther the evils which furrounded him, nor 
the evils which threatened him, could over- 
whelm his mind, becuufe he had forefeen. 
them, and was willing to endure them for 
his Mailer's fake. The tears of his friends 
were ready to break his heart, before he went 
up to Jerufalem ; but at that very time he 
was ready to endure not only bonds, but 
death, for the name of the Lord Jefus h . By 
what avenue was it poffible for misfortune, 
grievous misfortune, to enter, and feize the 
man who could apply to himfelf this all- 
powerful confolation ; Herein do I exercife 
myfelf) to have always a confcience void of 
offence toward God, and toward men ? * 
Blefled God ! what a calmnefs and ferenity 
does a clear confcience diffufe over the 
moft difagreeable external circumflances ; 
while to a guilty mind, often in the very 
meridian of profperity, there appears no- 
thing but darknefs and defpair ! 

And now, my brethren, having from 
this portion of fcjipture mown the manner 

h Afis xx. 24. * Ch. xxiv. 16. 



SERMON IV. 93 

in which God has difcovered many branches 
of our duty; having illuftrated the natural 
power and authority of confcience; and hav- 
ing endeavoured to eftablifh a juft meafure 
for eftimating human happinefs ; let me 
draw a few inferences by way of application. 

We have feen that even the light of na- 
ture pointed out the duty of man in many 
inrhmces, and led him to difcern his own 
fault in not attending to it ; but the light 
of nature was only as a light mining in a 
dark place. Let this therefore excite our 
gratitude, that we live in a period, when 
the day-faring from on high has vifited us. 
Let us be thankful that the clouds and 
darknefs which overfpread the world are 
difpelled by the fun of righteoufnefs, which 
has arifen, as with health and healing un- 
der his wings. And whereas, when confci- 
ence in a natural ftate was once awakened, 
there could fcarcely remain any hope, but 
a fearful looking for of judgment, (for unaf- 
fifted reafcn could not certainly inform a 
man, that even an alteration of conduct 

3 
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could procure an intereft in the favour of 
an once offended God) let us ever adore 
that Saviour by whom 'peace is proclaimed on 
larth) and good will to men*. For be it 
known unto you> men and brethren, that 
through this man is preached unto you the 
forgivenefs of fins ; and by him all that 
believe are juftified from all things from 
which ye could not have been juftified ', not 
only by the informations of reafon, but 
even by the law of Mofes. But did Chrift 
die that fin might abound ? God forbid, 
No; he died, not only that the guilt of fin 
might be wafhed away, but alfo that the 
power of fin might be fubdued in the hearts 
of his followers ; for tho' he is merciful to 
every penitent, he is a confuming fire to all 
the workers of iniquity. 

2. If, befides all natural advantages, 
God hath vouchfafed to us the fuperior 
bleffings of revelation for our information 
and direction, what manner of men ought 
we to be ? If Felix, a heathen and an ido r 

k Luke ii. 14. J A6ls xiii. 38, 39. 
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later, trembled at the words of an apoftle 
for his violations of the laws of righteouf- 
nefs and temperance, how much more 
fhould we, if we are guilty of the like tranf- 
greflions ? If the natural dread of a future 
judgment had fo great influence upon his 
mind, what emotions ought the clear re- 
velations of it which we enjoy, to excite 
in our breafts ? To us God hath given full 
aflurance, that be will judge the world in 
righteoufnefs by that Man whom he hath or- 
dained m . Ought not then the convictions 
of a future retribution, fupported by the 
force of God's authority, the exprefs de- 
clarations of his word, as well as the admo- 
nitions of your own confciences, to excite 
you to forfake every fin ? Let him thai; 
defrauded his neighbour, defraud him no 
more : let the drunkard forfake his ftrono- 

' o 

drink, and live temperately. Let the li- 
centious abandon pleafure, and follow 
Ghrift; for he that faith, that he loveth 
Chrift, and yet doth not obey his com- 
mandments, is a liar, and the truth is not 
in him. 

OT A6ls xvii. 31. 
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PSALM Ixxiii. 28. 
But it is good for me to draw near to God* 

Artial views of human life, and hafty 
opinions of the events which occur 
in it, often occafion much fluctuation of 
mind, and uncertainty of conduit, by giv- 
ing rife to fentiments of infidelity and dif- 
trun in relation to the fuperintendence 
and rectitude of providence. The recep- 
tion which thofe views meet with, ilrons;- 

* o 

ly marks the character of the mind ; for 
the views themfeives, to people who arc 
accufiomed to think, are at times almoft 
unavoidable. It appears from this pfalm, 
that the writer of it had been deeply dif- 
trefled with them, and with the dark prof- 
peels which they prefented 3 in fo much 
that, on fome occafions, the^ even tempted 
him to regard virtue as a name, and piety 
as a fliadow. Verily I have deaxfed my 
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heart in vain, and wajhe'd my bands in inno* 
cency. But to a virtuous mind, the an- 
guifh of the impreflion prepares for its 
cure. In this iituation, the venerable and 
complacent form of religion fteps in to our 
aid. By her words, equally fraught with 
fublimity and fweetnefs, fhe elevates the 
dejected foul, and pours into the feftered 
heart the balm of divine confolation. The 
fanctuary of God was the place where the 
Pfalmift expected to have his doubts clear- 
ed, and his anxieties removed. Thither 
therefore he goes ; and there religion opens 
to him fuch extenfive and foothing dif- 
coveries, as entirely difpel his painful 
thoughts. By the meditations which Ihe 
fuggeils, he regains his former ferenity 
and firmnefs, and acquires that confidence 
in the adminiltration and protection of the 
Almighty, which is always fo highly 
agreeable, but which few thoughtful men 
of fenfibility are able invariably to main- 
tain. The tenor of thefe meditations we 
may obferve from the iyth verfe to the 
end of this pfalm. The words of my text 
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contain a calm and deliberate reflection of 
the Pfalmift, as the refult of a perfect confi- 
deration of his fubject, and will afford very 
Suitable matter for our inftruction at this 
time; 

To draw near to God, primarily denotes" 
thofe approaches which the Ifraelites made 
by means of their priefts, to the vifible 
fymbol of the divine prefence they had in 
the templej in order to alk counfel of the 
Lord, and to receive anfwers refpecting the 
expreiEons of their piety, and the regula- 
tion of their conduct. Upon fuch occa- 
fions^ they always intermingled acts of de- 
votion : and as in thefe$ the fenfe of the 
divine prefence is more immediate and 
lively, the phrafe came naturally to fignify 
all religious acts, and exercifes of the 
mind. In this feiifej it feems principally 
iifed in the text. That it denotes religious 
acts in general, appears alfo from the cha- 
racter which God gives of the Ifraelites 
in the 29th chapter of Ifaiali, the I3th 
verfe ;. This, people draw near me with 

4 
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their mouth^ and with their lips do honour 
me : That is, they are punctual in the 
obfervance of the external forms and ce- 
remonies of worfhip. When the primary 
and moft proper fenfe of a phrafe is loft, 
it often happens, that the fecondary and 
more figurative acceptation remains. Ac- 
cordingly in the New Teftament, when 
the Jewifh ceconomy was wholly altered, 
and there was no room left for a literal 
application of the words in queftion, they 
are, both in the epiftle to the Hebrews, 
and the epiftle of Jame$, adopted to fignify 
acts of chriftian devotion ; and as they are 
expreflive of the operation and feelings 
of our minds, they fignify thefe more 
ftrongly than any language would do that 
were entirely ftripped of metaphor and 
figure. 

The text then furnifties a proper foun- 
dation for confidering the advantages of 
devotion in general ; and the confidera- 
tion of thefe fhall conftitute the fubjet of 
this difcourfe. . 

VOL. I. H 
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When I fpeak of the advantages which 
attend the religious ads of the. mind, it is 
perhaps fuperfiuous to fay, that I under- 
Hand thefe ats to be fmcere and well in- 
tended. Sincerity and good intention are. 
eflentially requifite in all the duties of 
piety and morality. They diftinguifh the 
chriftian from the formalin 1 : they recom- 
mend the timorous prayer of the humble, 
publican, while the want of them renders 
the pompous declarations of the proud 
pharifee frivolous and vain. In thefe 
circumftances lies the difference between, 
the zeal of Peter, and the kifs of Judas; 
between the tearful eye and, downcaft 
heart of the, beloved difciple Handing at a 
diftance, and the mock honours paid to 
our Saviour by a fervile multitude. Is it- 
neceffary to add, that religious adl:s and 
exercifes can be of no confequence or uti- 
lity farther than a man's temper and con- 
duct are correfpondent to them? That, 
ceremonies fhould compenfate for immo- 
ralities 5 that a transient devotion mould 
atone for vicious habits - t that he who 
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jprofpers by the wages of iniquity and the 
gains of oppreffion, or who without re- 
ftraint gratifies any appetite or any paffion^ 
fhould meet with -acceptance from his ma-< 
ker^ on the account of: any rites and forms 
of religion whatever, are fjippofitions alike 
abfurd and impious. He that turneth 
away bis ear from hearing the law, even 
his prayer Jhall be abomination a ; and the 
only poflible aggravation of his guilt is 
when he offers up his prayer with a wicked 
heart. 

Having faid thus much to prevent -tnif- 
takes, I proceed to confider the advantages: 
which attend the religious acts and exer- 
cifes of the mind. It is good for me to draw 
near to God* 

In the firft place, they are accompanied 
with a fenfible pleafure and felf-approba- 
tion. 

One thing in this world is fet over 
againft another. Every thing is relative, 

n Prov. xxviii. 9. 
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and there muft be fome comparifon before 
we can pronounce concerning pleafure or 
pain, good or evil. The gratifications of 
life arife to man from the confonance be- 
tween certain powers of his mind, and 
certain objects that are adapted to them. 
Thus far hath the God of nature provided 
for our enjoyment. If thofe gratifications 
are perceived and relifhed, we pronounce 
the mind to be in a healthful ftate : if not, 
we reckon it difeafedj and the fault lies 
not in man's original frame, but in his 
own unnatural and vicious perverfion of 
It. Thus we feel, and thus we judge. 
By the pleafure, then, and felf-approba- 
tion which accompany the exercifes of 
devotion, I mean thofe agreeable fenfa- 
tions, and that delightful confcioufnefs 
which they produce in well regulated fpi- 
rits, and which every man who has the 
leaft candour remaining, though he has 
fo far perverted his own mind as not to 
poffefs them, muft acknowledge to have a 
Jftrong foundation in nature. That they 
have fuch foundation will appear whether 
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we confider the faculties that are employed 
in the acts of devotion, the object to whom 
they are directed, or the emotions which 
accompany them. 

In the exercifes of devotion our higheft 
faculties are employed. By our capacity 
to recognize a fuperior hand directing the 
airairs of the univerfe, we are diftinguifh- 
ed from every other creature in this lower 
world. The fun fhines upon the hearts 
of the field, and upon the birds of the air, 
as well as upon man. The general influ* 
ences of heaven chear and animate therm 
The earth affords them fhelter and fufte- 
nance. They fhare with us many plea- 
fures, and are affected with many fimilar 
pains ; but man alone perceives an invifi- 
ble and over-ruling power, putting every 
thing in motion, and directing every thing 
to its proper end. By fkill and culture, 
it is poflible to train fome other creatures 
to an imitation of many human actions, and 
greatly to improve their natural fagacity ; 
but to tranfport them for an inftant into- 

H 3 



104 S E R M O N V. 

the region of invifible things, tranfcends 
the utmoft efforts of human ability. The 
conclusion moft natural and moft familiar 
to man, which, had it not been for the cor- 
ruption of his heart, or the refinements of 
falfe philofophy, he had never loft fight of, 
is, That a God exifts ; a conclufion im^ 
jroffible to .be taught by art to inferior ani- 
mals. In the exertion then of this preroga- 
tive ihall man find no delight ? .Hath the 
Deity ftamped his own image upon us, 
and made us able to difcern his attributes; 
and hath he annexed no pleafure to this 
deduction of our reafon, or to this -feeling 
of our hearts, and the impreffions connected 
with either ? Believe not, my brethren, 
that God hath dealt fo unequally, fo par- 
tially with the creatures of his hand. It is 
our dignity, it is our privilege, to be fuf- 
ceptible of the impreffions of religion ; and 
in vain fhall we purfue fubftantial joys, if 
we exclude this as a confiderable fource of 
them. The ox feels no want while he 
feeds in rich paftures, the bee fucks the 
fragrant flower impregnate^ with the dew 
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of heaven, and afks for nothing more. The 
birds of the air gather the grain which the 
liberal hand of heaven fcatters, and pour 
forth the notes of unallayed delight. But 
man, the mafter of the world, pines for 
fomething more. The univerfe is too little 
for him, and nothing lefs than God, no- 
thing lower than the views which religion 
prefents, and the affections which it in- 
fpires, can fatisfy his all-grafping mind. 

We are made for contemplating great 
and magnificent objects with pleafure. A 
mountain, a river, the fea, the heavens, at- 
tract the attention of the moft uncultivated 
fpirit. Heroic deeds, noble fentiments, 
extenfive fchemes are furveyed with plea- 
fure, and recorded with admiration by 
every people upon the face of the earth ; but 
the grandeur of every material or mental 
object that the univerfe can furnifh, fades 
and difappears when we raife our thoughts 
to the fource and ftandard of all greatnefs. 
The greatnefs of every other objecl: is com- 
parative and derived ; the greatnefs of God 
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abfolute and original. In his eye the earth 
is a fpot, the mountains atoms, the heavens 
a curtain, the moft exalted human excel- 
lence imperfection. 

But further, the feelings which the adls 
of devotion give fcope to, are all of the 
nobleft and moft amiable kind, and there- 
fore from our very conftitution accompa- 
nied with the moft fenfible delight. In de- 
votion we not only contemplate with admi- 
ration the ever-living caufe of all perfection 
and felicity, but with gratitude we acknow- 
ledge his beneficence to us. All gloomy and 
defponding ideas difappear, and we confide 
in that power which raifed us from the 
dull, and made us rational and immortal 
creatures. The love of our hearts is the 
natural tribute to the goodnefs that creates 
and furtains worlds without number, and 
living beings beyond calculation. The 
hope of immortality irradiates our minds, 
and we rejoice in the government of him 
with whom a thonfand years are but as one 
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day Is it poflible to indulge fentiments 
like thefe, and to derive no pleafure from 
them ? Search the world, and tell me if 
there are any fubjets fo fit to employ, or 
fo calculated to pleafe the human mind. 
We were made for pleafure, we feel the 
defire of it interwoven with our inrnoft 
frame. The man that fays he defpifes it, 
is a liar. Place it only on the right object: 
feek it not in gold : it is not annexed to 
temporal power : fenfual delights are but 
a phantom. Our true joy is not here. It 
is rifen : it is with God. It is more pre- 
cious than rubies, more valuable than 
hidden treafures. Let us afpire after it, 
and gratify our fouls by giving fcope to the 
moft virtuous and moil exalted feelings of 
our hearts. Let reverence, gratitude, love, 
adoration demonftrate to us that we were 
made for fomethinp; nobler than to grovel 

O D 

upon this earth, and to figh after its. deceit- 
ful enjoyments, 

2 Pet. iii. 8. 
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In the fecond place, The advantages 
which attend the religious exercifes of the 
mind appear from the influence they have 
upon the temper and conducl, both re- 
fpe&ing fociety and ourfelves. 

I will not fay that there can be no mo- 
rality where there is no piety, becaufe dif- 
ferent parts of our frame anfwers to thefe 
different branches of our duty ; and a per- 
verfton of one part does not infer an annihi- 
lation of the other. But in every cafe where 
piety is wanting, morality has loft its fureft 
and beft fupport. It is alfo worthy of ob-^ 
fervation, that the more extenfive our thea- 
tre of a6Hon is, and the more cultivated 
fome of the powers of our minds are. the 
more we ftand in need of piety in order to 
preferve the purity and integrity of our 
hearts. A favage who fcarcely thinks of 
God, is not in fuch danger of tranfgreffing 
the focial duties of his narrow fphere, as the 
civilized citizen who proves without argu- 
ment that religion is an impofture, and be- 
lieves without reafon that devotion is hy- 
pocrify. In the contracted Htuation of the 
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favage, to yield to the impulfes and inftin&s 
of nature, conftitutes the moft important 
part of his duty and bufmefs. In the cafe 
of the civilized citizen, to render his focial 
conduct worthy of approbation, it muft be 
grafted upon principles that correfpond to 
his more enlarged views and more exten- 
five connections. Our defires, our wants, 
our hopes, our fears, our capacities for vir- 
tue, and our propenfities to vice, increafe 
with the improvement of our knowledge, 
and our advancement in all the arts of po- 
lifhed life. Now to-reftrain thofe propen- 
fities to vice, to cultivate thofe capacities 
for virtue, to refift temptations fo multipli- 
ed, and to regulate fuch various impulfes, 
the aids of religion become abfolutely ne- 
ceflary. In fadr., how few men, who have 
no principles of , piety, are ftritly obfervant 
of the duties of focial and domeftic life ? 
Honour, cuftom, humanity, pride, natural 
temper, prove reftraints in many inftances. 
But fuch reftraints are weak, partial, and 
confined. A man truly confcientious is 
afhamed to hear thofe encomiums which 
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it is fafhionable to lavifh on the man of 
honour and humanity, as he is called, who 
is neverthelefs unfaithful to his wife, or 
carelefs about his children, who triumphs 
in the ruin of female innocence, and 
efteems the tie of friendfhip no defence 
againft injuries of the blackeft nature. 
1 believe there are many merchants who 
have no fixed principles of religion, that 
will not forge bills, or falfify accompts, that 
will be regular correfpondents and juft 
dealers, that will tell honeftly the quality of 
their goods, and be punctual to a day in 
their payments. This is their duty and 
their intereftj fo far they do well, and piety 
if it could be poffefied in this employment 
without thefe qualities, would never com- 
penfate for the want of them. But do thefe 
qualities conftitute a man of virtue and 
integrity in all the focial relations of life ? 
Or if he tranfgreffes one of the duties of 
thofe relations, will thefe qualities give 
him the leail compunction of mind on 
this account ? Suppofe I were aflured of 
his poffeffing all thefe, fhould I be the left 
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fearful of coming within his power, if I 
had offended or hurt him, however inno- 
cently ? To a man who is above the arts of 
difhonefty, how fweet very often is the 
morfel of revenge ! He is an unexception- 
ably good man, as it is called upon the ex- 
change, yet his fervants may feel the feve- 
rity of his temper, his dependants may 
groan under the rod of his oppreilion, and 
his poor neighbours may be fick or ftarve 
without engaging his affiftance, or exciting 
his companion. When we defcend to the 
lower ftations of life ; if they have loft 
all regard for religion, what expectation 
can we entertain of their virtue or fobriety ? 
Fawning to their fuperiors and employers j 
but almoft always tyrannical or ill-tem- 
pered at home : pilferers to increafe their 
fubftance ; and yet almoft for ever intem- 
perate and debauched in the ufe of it : given 
to fraud in every inftance where they can 
gain by it; yet almoft continually plunged 
by their vices into poverty and wretchcd- 
ncfs. 
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On the other hand, is there not a natti-* 
ral tendency in the fpirit of devotion to im-* 
prove the character in every good quality 
refpe<5ling our private conduct? What can 
more powerfully enlarge and ennoble the 
mind, than the contemplation and adoration 
of God ? What can more vigorously prompt 
to the exercife of the focial affections, than 
the confideration that they are implanted in 
us by the common parent, and that a regard 
to them is our duty as his children ? What 
can more effectually imprefs a fenfe of the 
dignity of temperance, and the meannefs of 
debauchery, than a reflection on our divine 
original, and a view of our immortal pro- 
fpecb ? 

Thefe, one fhould think, are the natu- 
ral fruits of a pious difppfition : But when 
it is further confidered, that all the duties 
of morality , love, candour, forgivenefs, con- 
defcenfion, humanity, charity, .temperance, 
are expreily commanded in the fcripture, 
and particularly recommended by an ex- 
ample that cannot fail to have the (Irongeft 
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influence upon the mind of a real chrif- 
tian, that the fame authority which enjoins 
us to love the Lord our God with all our 
heart, enjoins us alfo to love our neighbour 
as ourfelves, can we be fo blind as not to 
perceive an intimate connection between 
thefe different branches of our duty ? Are we 
difpofed to adore the perfections of God, 
and acknowledge the authority of God ? 
And will fentiments of this kind ferioufly 
entertained and frequently repeated have 
no influence but in thofe moments when 
they are prefent to the mind ? Or will they 
not give fome tincture to the temper and 
behaviour? Will the contemplation of per- 
fect excellence raife no defire after obtain- 
ing a portion of it? Will frequent views of- 
the vanity of time and the importance of 
eternity have no efret in fubduing pride, 
in reftraining impatience, and in arming 
with fortitude? Will all the confideraticns 
that are mentioned in the new teftament, of 
our being the children of God, the temples 
of the Holy Ghoft, the brethren of Chrift 
Jefus, the heirs of his promifes, the expec- 
7 
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tants of his glory ; will all thefe be of no 
ufe in engaging us to purify our minds, 
and to keep ourfelves unfpotted from the 
world ? 

But fat is the great decider of all 
difputes. If it appears from fa<5t, that the 
exercifes of devotion are nowife fubfervient 
to the good conduct of this life, let them 
be confined to thofe who confider them as 
a fit preparation for another : but if the re- 
verfe be found true, let all who are folicit- 
ous about the moft valuable interefts of 
the prefent life be lenfible of their import- 
ance. 

If a reafoner, tofhow the little ufe of piety, 
fhould urge, as is frequently done in quef- 
tions of this kind, fome examples of great 
external appearances of devotion, where 
the characters which exhibit them are yet 
tainted with avarice, injuftice, intempe- 
rance j and fliould exult in this as a proof 
that devotion hath no influence on practice, 
I mufr. certainly entertain a poor opinion 
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of his difcernment. The queftion is not 
about the effects of an appearance of piety, 
but about the effects of piety itfelf. Surely 
experience teaches us to diftinguifh be- 
tween appearances and realities : and in- 
deed a great external fhow of devotion, ex- 
cept in peopje of weajc imderftandings and 
warm paffions, gives rather a prefumption 
of the want of that quality than of the pof- 
feflion of it. Were we to difpute about the 
weight of gold, would it be fair to prefent 
a gilt counter to prove its lightnefs ? But 
the univerfal fenfe and judgment of the 
world about the characters of the men we 
are here fpeaking of, evidently fhow there is 
a real foundation for aflerting that true 
.devotion has a natural tendency to improve, 
in every refpect, the moral character. For, 
if it has no fuch tendency, why fhould every 
human creature exprefs a peculiar indigna- 
tion againft the vices of fuch men ? For 
what reafon fhould they eonfider thofe vices 
as fo highly aggravated ? Why fhould the 
impious wretch hold up his face, and fay 
that he is not fo bad as the man who pre- 

VO-L. I. I 
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tends to piety, and yet treads in the fame 
fteps with himfelf r Thus the mouth of 
fuch reafoners condemns them, and their 
own lips teftify againft them. 

Again ; if particular inffonces of moral 
virtue fhould be taken notice of in. men who 
have had little fenfe of devotion, and yet 
have appeared equal or perhaps fuperior in 
thofe inftances to many who have been un- 
queftionably actuated by that principle ; 
neither is this any thing to the purpofe. 
Character does not confift in feparate and 
detached efforts, but in an uniform or pre- 
vailing tenor of life. Great allowances are 
to be mace for natural difpofitions, for ori- 
ginal differences in judgment, imaginati- 
on, affection. Even the devotional fpirit 
does not furmount every obftacle, and con- 
quer every temptation. The man of piety 
may yield to a paffion which never actuated 
a v/OFfe man. But ftating the cafe fairly, 
and that is, fuppofmg the force of vir- 
tuous propensities and of vicious inclina- 
tion equal in any two men, which of the 
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two would improve moft in the former, and 
be at greateft pains to reftrain the latter? 
The man that fears .God, or the man that 
fears him not ? Which of the two would 
feel moft compunction upon a deviation 
from rectitude, or moft anxiety to recover 
the right path ? I might appeal to your 
own judgments : I might almoft appeal to 
the judgments of the vicious. But ex- 
perience, as I hinted before, is the great 
decider of all difputes. If there be, as it 
is certain there are, a great variety of in- 
ilances in which men filled with the fpirit 
of devotion have been found blamelefs in 
their lives,' and confpicuous for the purity of 
their morals, while they afcribed thefe at- 
tainments to that very fpirit of devotion, and 
thofe influences of divine grace which are 
infeparably connected with it, muft not this 
be acknowledged decilive upon the point ? 
Were we to feledl: particular inftances, I 
fhould mention the prophets and apoftles, 
great numbers of the primitive chriftians, 
fome of the firft reformers. Some of the 
moft oppofite principles in other refpe&s 

J a 
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might be ranked with them. Even feveral 
heathens might be confidered as examples 
of. the. truth of our doctrine, and in that 
lift I fhould particularly diftinguiftra So- 
crates and an Antoninus. 

In the third place : The advantages 
which attend the religious exercifes of the 
mind will appear, when we confider them 
as a refource under the evils and calamities 
of life, and a folace under the moft diftreff- 
ful circumftances that can befal us. 

There can be no greater folly, nor any 
more certain fource of difappointment, than 
inattention to the general lot of humanity. 
If we confider life in itfelf, without taking 
Into the account the means which provi- 
dence and religion furnifh for rendering 
it more eafy and agreeable, the moft me- 
lancholy defcriptions of it are fcarcely 
overcharged. Helplefs in infancy, thought- 
lefs in childhood, rafh in youth, headftrong 
in manhood, feeble in declining years, de- 
crepit in old age 5 in every ftage liable tp 
accidents, to difeafes, to dhTolution. Thus 
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furroiinded with a thoufand evils, can we 
expet to be happy, if we have no higher 
refuge than this world affords ? It is not in 
human power to avoid the pang of forrow 
fometimes ; and if we have no confolation 
when it corries^ it will perfectly overwhelm 
us. The pains, the diftempers^ the difap- 
pointmerits, the injuries from men, the 
reverfes of fortune, the lofs of friends, the 
namelefs calamities to which we are daily 
fubject, who can tell how many or how 
grievous they may prove ? Ah think, 
what multitudes are this day, from events 
tmforefeen and unavoidable, plunged in 
tntternefs of foul, who lately thought that 
their mountain flood ftrong, and that their 
houfes mould never be moved ! Mirth does 
well for a feafon, but the houfe of mourn- 
ing is upon fome occafions appointed for 
all the children of men. Need I, in proof 
of this, recur to the inftances of Job, of the 
prophets, of the apoftles ? Need I mention 
the fall of tyrants, 'the cataftrophe of em- 
pires, the havock made by the peftilence, or 
the ravages by the fword ? Indeed, my 

13 . 
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thren, the foul of man feels that man is 
born to trouble as the fparks fly upwards, 
that he confumes his days in vanity, and his 
years in trouble ; and if he fhould deny it 
with his mouth, his heart would give him 
the He. But where fhall he find confolation 
under thefe afflictions, if he has not pre- 
vioufly acquainted himfelf with God ? On 
the contrary, what folacing reflections will 
break in upon his mind from the principles 
of piety, and the ar.s of devotion ? How 
powerfully will thefe arTuage the bitternefs 
of an;ui{h, and check the fentiments of def- 

O ' 

pondence ! From this fource a fecret joy 
will fpring up in the heart, when the tears 
of grief are falling upon other accounts. 
Let not the young and the gay imagine 
that mournful fcenes are at a diftance. No 
iperfon can tell how near they may be; and 
wifdom confifts in preparing for what fooner 
or later will probably happen to us all. 

I fhall conclude with two paflages of 
Scripture that are much to our prefent pur- 
pofe, and ferve to (hew the unconquerable 
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power of piety amidft the greateft calami- 
ties. Tlie former is David's triumph in 
the midft of public danger and diftrefs : 
God is our refuge and Jlrength, a very pre- 
fent help in trouble : therefore will we not 
fear, though the earth be removed, and though 
the mountains be carried into the midjl of the 
fea ; though the waters thereof roar and be 
troubled, though the mountains jhake with the 
fwellings thereof. "There is a river, the Jlr -earns 
whereof Jhall make glad the. city of God, the 
holy place of the tabernacles of the mojl High. 
God is in the midft of her ; Jhe Jhall not be 
moved j God Jhall help her, and that right 
early. The heathen raged, the kingdoms were 
moved ; he uttered his voice, the earth melted* 
The Lord of Hojls is with us, the God of 
Jacob is our refuge?. The other is the 
conclufion of Habakkuk's hymn : Although 
the fig-tree jhall not Uoffom, neither JJiall fruit 
be in the vine, the labour of the olive fljall 
fail, and fix field Jhall yield no meat, the flock 
JJ)all be cut off from the fold, and there flwll 
it no herd in the ftalh \ yet I will rejoice in 
P Pfalm xlvi. i. 7. 
I 4 
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the Lord, I will joy in the God of my falvd* 
tion. "The Lord God is myjirengfb *. Thus 
bleffed is the man, O God, whom ihou caufeft 
to approach unto thee r , To God, there- 
fore, let us draw near with a true heart, 
in full ajfiirance of faith 5 . 

% Hab. iii. 17. 19. r Pfalm Ixv. 4. s Heb. x. 22, 
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MATTHEW xxiL 37, 38; 

*Jefus fald unto him, Thait jhali love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart , and with all 
thy foul) and with all thy mind. This is 
the firft and great commandment, 

IN the preceding verfes we are told that 
a young lawyer, with a view either to 
inform himfelf of the knowledge and abi- 
lities of Jefus as an inftru&or, or to ob- 
tain fome anfwer which might give occa- 
fion to traduce him to the people, afks him 
this queftion ; Mafter^ which is the great 
commandment in the law? The words which 
I have now read, contain our Saviour's 
reply, which is fo agreeable to reafonj 
and to the exprefs doctrine recorded in 
the Old Teftament, that, as we fee from 
the parallel place in the evangelift Mark, 
this young man, who feems not to have 
been deftitutc of candour aad ingenuity, 
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freely owned its truth, and applauded Je* 
fus for it. I need fcarcely inform any 6f 
you, that thefe expreffions of loving God 
with all our heart, with all our foul., and 
with all our mind, are only intended to de- 
note the warmth, the vigour, and the ftea- 
dinefs of the afFeclion. But though the pre- 
cept be very eaftjy underftood, and though 
ChrifHans are ever ready to join in this 
enquiry, and to fay, Majler, tbou haft an- 
fwered well, yet it muft be acknowledged, 
that many of thofe who call themfelves 
Chriftians, feldom ferioufly confider its 

* * 

high importance among the precepts of 
religion. They rarely feel the force of the 
principle which it inculcates actuating their 
hearts ; and confequently are ftrangers to 
its powerful and extenfive influence. In 
difcourfmg therefore from thefe words, I 
{hall i ft. fhow the reafonablenefs, and 
endeavour to imprefs your hearts with a 
fenfe of the duty here commanded, love 
to God. 
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2<31y, I fhsll confider Tome of the rea- 
fons, on account of which the precept en- 
joining it may be termed the firft and great 
commandment. 

Firft. I propofe to fhew the reafonable- 
nefs, and to endeavour to imprefs your 
hearts with a fenfe of the duty here com- 
manded, love to God. When we confider 
the conftitution of the human mind, we 
muft acknowledge, that whatever is upon 
the whole conformable to that conftitution, 
is reafonable. The Indulgence of human 
delire is only then wrong and unreafonable, 
when the defire is perverted, or when the 
indulgence is forbidden by fome power or 
faculty, which is fuperior or more excel- 
lent. Now love is one of the affections 
of the foul, one of thofe original principles 
which man has received from the hand of 
his Creator. Its natural and proper object 
is whatever is good, amiable, or worthy in 
character. The obfervation of fuch qualities 
neceflarily excites this affection ; and when. 
exercifed upon thefe, the moft exalted and 
7 
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divine powers of the mind co'nfeht in giving 
it their fan&ion; 

When we obferve any perfon remarkable 
for integrity, or any perfon whofe delight 
is to do good, and to fpread happinefs, is it 
in our power to with-hold our approbation ? 
Is not our love a tribute, which we are 
obliged to pay ? When Job fed the hungry, 
clothed the naked, and adminiftered con- 
folation to the diftreffed ; when, in his 
own expreffive language, be became eyes 
to the blind., and feet to the lame % how 
natural was it, that love and admiration 
{hould prompt the young and the old to 
join in bleffing him ; and how readily 
do the fame fenfations fpring up in our 
breafts when we read his hiftory ? The 
king who is willing to die, if his people be 
but fpared ; the hero who bravely facrifices 
his life for his country ; the patriot whofe 
conftant toils are employed to fave a fink- 
ing land, are, even fuppofmg the influence 
of their actions fliould not extend to us, 

3 Job xxix. 15- 
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t-he genuine obje&s of love and venera- 
tion. 

But by the appointment of providence 
our affections are moft ftrongly excited by 
objects with which we have the moft im- 
mediate connection. Where goodnefs or 
worth appear to be exercifed for promoting 
our advantage, they moft quickly raife, 
and moft firmly attach our love. 

Have you the happinefs of poflefling one 
whom the world calls your friend, and 
whofe actions correfpond to that facred 
name; who fhares, and by fharing re- 
doubles your joys, who advifes you when 
doubts overwhelm you, who fmooths the 
brow of care, and partakes in all your af- 
flictions ? Have you a friend of this cha- 
j-after ? Or if you have parents who reared 
you with the utmoft tendernefs, to whom 
you were dear as life, what affe&ions do 
you feel arifmg in your breafts when you 
think of them ? are they not thofe of love, 
.and of gratitude, which is nearly allied to 
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love ? It is j aft as natural to expect thefe in 
every human mind in fuch circumftances, 
as to expect from a field properly cultivat- 
ed, warmed by the kindeft influences of 
heaven, and watered by its gentleft (bow- 
ers, a plentiful return of that feed which is 
fown in it. Is it not reafonable then, nay, 
is it not unavoidable to love men, when 
they are confpicuous for good difpofitions 
and -acts of beneficence ? 

Suppofe now that the fphere of man's 
influence were extended, and that the im- 
perfection which attends him thro' all the 
fteps of life were removed, would he not 
thus be rendered more amiable, and con- 
fequently be the object of the greater love? 
As God therefore is not only the moft 
powerful and the wifeft, but likewife the 
bell of beings, whofe goodnefs is infinite, 
and whofe tender mercies are over all his 
works b y does he not juftly challenge the 
mmoft decree of love ? This truth is no 

O 

Sooner propofed than it is acknowledged 
b Pfalm cxlv. 9. 
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by chriftians. But to make not only the 
underftanding to perceive it, but the heart 
alfo to feel it, let us more particularly con- 
frder that perfection of the divine nature, 
and thofe exertions of it, which are fit for 
enflaming the affection. And, O Father 
of mercy, while I humbly attempt to de- 
lineate a portion of thy goodnefs, let thy 
grace influence all our hearts, fo as to pro- 
duce that love to thee which is the ornament 
of man here, and in which confifts his per- 
fection and happinefs hereafter. 

As I fpeak to an aflembly who profefs 
themfelves difciples of Jefus, I (hall at 
prefent omit the arguments that tend to 
eftablifti thofe facts of which you already 
are fufficiently perfuaded. Let us then, my 
brethren, ftretch our imaginations to the 
utmoft, and contemplate, as well as our 
narrow faculties will permit, that exalted 
and infinite Being who has no wants to 
fupply. View him from eternal ages, en- 
joying perfect felicity, and incapable of any 
.addition of glory. Yet behold at once an act 
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of the moft unexampled power, and of ths 
moft difmterefted goodnefs. He commands, 
and numberlefs worlds arife, replenifhed 
with life, and ftored with the means of 
happinefs. Thqfe worlds which his power 
and his goodnefs at firft formed, his good- 
nefs and his power ftill preferve, and from, 
the unexhauftible fource of his bounty, 
all the bleflings that are poflefled by the 
various orders of beings, thro' the bound- 
lefs extent of fpace, are folely derived. 
Could the eye of man furvey all thefe 
worlds, or his underftanding comprehend 
them, how reafonable is it to expect that 
they would all confent, both in declaring 
the glory, and proclaiming the goodnefs 
of their Author ! But as it is only a fmall 
part of his works which we can compre- 
hend, let us, my brethren, confider that 
fmall part with which we are befl acquaint- 
ed, and take notice of fome of the moft obr 
vious inftances of divine goodnefs. 

O 

Obferve how the influences of the fun, 
and the rains which defcend from heaven, 
4 
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co-operate with other means in occafioning 
that never-ceafmg fertility of this earth, by 
which provifion is made for the necefiities 
af man^ and of every creature -that inhabits 
it. Does not reafon, as well as religion, teach 
us to attribute this to the continued energy 
of nature's fovereign? Both inform us, that 
the eyes of all things wait upon God. That 
he openeth his liberal hand and fatisjjeth the 
defire of every living thing %. The grate- 
ful variations of day and night, the time for 
a&ion, and the time for repofe, he confti- 
tuted them. The ufeful changes of the 
feafons are of his appointment. The mu- 
tual connection and fubferviency of the dif- 
ferent animals, and their general fubje&ion 
to man, proceed from his contrivance. 
Were I able, or did time permit, what an 
ample fund for difcourfe is here ? All the 
works of nature^ the air which we breathe, 
the light which directs us, the earth which 
yields us food, the water fo neceflary for 
our refreshment, fo ufeful for the commerce 
of life; all, when confidered in connection 
VOL. I. K 

c Pfalm cxlv. 15, 1 6. 
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with die living creatures for whofe fuppoit 
they are intended, prefent us with fo many 
diftin& proofs of the goodnefs of their crea- 
tor. Marvellous are thy works. Lord God 
almighty & . The heavens and the earth fhew 
forth thy praife. In their continual revo- 
lutions, their voice to him that hath under- 
itanding is, The goodnefs of our author and 
preferver is unfearchable. But I haften to- 
trace fome of the marks of it with relation 
to man in particular. Who then beftowed 
upon thee, O man, that living and im- 
mortal foul of which thou art poffeft ? Did 
not the almighty give it; a ray of his own 
luftre, a particle of divinity to dwell within 
thee, and direct thee ? What conftant ex^ 
ertion of the fame goodnefs, my beloved 
brethren, has been requifite to preferve 
thofe fouls with which God has indued us ? 
Through the journey of life, who has cared 
for you, and conducted you ? When you 
firft faw the light, you entered upon a 
fcene befet with temptations, furrounded 
with dangers, and expofed on every fide 

d Revel, xy, 3. 
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to ftorms and tempefts. To all thefe, by 
your ignorance, inexperience, weaknefs, 
rafhnefs, you have been a thoufand times 
laid open. A fhip this hour lies fafe in 
the harbour ; the failors are all afleep. 
By fome unforefeen accident the cables 
break, and upon a dangerous coaft, the 
veflel is driven out to the raging fea, whcfe 
billows every moment are ready to over- 
whelm her;, or dam her againil the rocks ; 
yet fo deep a fleep hath feized the men, 
that none awake. This is an emblem, 
tho' a faint one, of many of the dangers 
of human life : and what but the watchful 
care of the univerfal Parent could preferve 
us in the midft of them ? 

But can you reflect upon no particular 
known, and ftriking interpofitions of pro- 
vidence in your favour ? Did you never 
in any inftance fee yourfelf fo involved, 
that human aid (tho' even this is to be 
afcribed to God) could not have extricated 
you, and has not the deity appeared to re- 
lieve you ? Was you never oppreffed with 

K 2. 
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fuch ficknefs and affliction, that your 
friends and your phyficians have given up 
every hope of your recovery, and yet you 
are alive at this day ? Are there no parents 
here, who have defpaired of their deareft 
child, whom yet God has been pleafed to 
reftore to them ? Is there no hufband who 
had the immediate profpecl: of fhedding 
tears on the grave of the wife of his bofom, 
who yet lives in happinefs with him ? Is 
there no faithful and affe&kmate wife, who 
yet retains the father of thofe children, 
whom her fears have reprefented over- 
whelmed with want, and plunged in cala- 
mity, when me thought me faw death 
ftriking the fatal blow, which nothing but 
the divine goodnefs prevented ? Obferve 
well your circumftances. Are you pof- 
fefied of power, blefled with riches, and 
favoured with health, happy in your 
friends, beyond the reach of your ene- 
mies ? To whofe favour do you owe all 
thefe mercies ? Who hath exempted you 
from adding one to the numerous family 
of the poor, the- affii&ed, the opprefTed, 
4 
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and the difconfolate ? Ye fons of joy, 
amidft your profperity, obferve the hand 
which raifed you up - 3 adore and love his 
goodnefs. 

o 

But the world and all its bleffings fade 
and difappear, when I furvey the mira- 
culous difplay of mercy, which this facred 
book exhibits. Suppofe, my brethren, that 
fome perfon, who poflefles a very large 
fhare of external enjoyments, whom his 
fellow mortals rank among the few that 
are happy : but whofe views, as he is defti- 
tute of the light of the gofpel, were moftly 
confined to the prefent life, and as to 
futurity, were dark, confufed, and uncer- 
tain, were to fit down and ferioufly con- 
fider his condition ; would he not natu- 
rally entertain fuch reflections as thefe ? 
I pofTefs many of the enjoyments of life 
which I fee denied to numbers like mv- 

j 

felf. I pofTefs eafe, and often enjoy plea- 
fure, while others are opprefTed with la- 
bours, and tormented with pain. But in 
one thing I am on a level with the mean- 
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eft : I muft die as well as they. Frorni 
undergoing this common lot of humanity^ 
all my pofleffions cannot redeem me. 
When I die, whither I fhall go I know 
not y but experience informs me, that, 
wherefoever it is, nothing which I pre- 
fently call mine can accompany me. I feel 
my own mind often difquieted by com- 
mitting aclions which I difapprove, and 
for which I greatly dread the difpleafure 
of the Author of rny being, to whom I per- 
ceive myfelf accountable. When I leave 
life, perhaps his indignation, hitherto fuf- 
pended, may break out, and who knows 
how miferable I may be ? This damps all 
my prefent joys, and how willingly would 
I part with all I have, in order to be af- 
certained of happinefs in that ftate which 
will fucceed the prefent, and which in 
all probability will laft much longer ? 
Chriftian, learn to prize thy happinefs in 
being the difciple of a Mafter, who came 
to free thy mind from fuch uneafy reflec- 
tions. For when involved in mifery 
there was no eye to pity us, providence 
4 
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jjiterpofed, and the &heme which to pro- 
vidence feemed fitteft for accomplifliing 
man's falvation, was by the facrifice of the 
Son of God^ At the appointed time, Je- 
fus, the brigbtnefs of Us Father's glory % in 
whom dwelt the wifdom of the moil high, 
affumes our nature, appears among man- 
kind, reveals a religion the moft pure and 
the moft perfect, and at laft, to propitiate 
the juftice of his Father, and to feal the 
truth of his religion, expires upon the 
crofs. Reflect upon the advantages which 
you derive from the religion of Jefus : 
acceptance with Qod, the pardon of tranf- 
greffion, peace of mind, and the hopes of 
everlafting felicity, and all this upon the 
eafy terms of trufting in God, acting like 
men, and living in conformity to reafon 
and confcience. To perfuade you to fuch 
a behaviour, what motives hath not Jefus 
laid before you ? How plainly hath he 
delivered his laws ? how ilrongly rjath he 
enforced them? by what a perfe& 3 and 

K 4 

e Heb. i, 3. 
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amiable example doth he excite you ? andl 
how frequently hath he affured you that 
the afliftance of his Spirit is given to thofe 
who afk it ? 

Of purpofe till now I deferred confider- 
ing the evils of life, as an objection 
againft the goodnefs of God, becaufe the 
cbjedKon is moft briefly and molt fatisfac- 
torily anfwered from, the chriftian religion. 
Do you then mourn under misfortunes op- 
pofite to the bleffings I formerly mention- 
ed, under poverty, oppreffion, lofs of your 
dearefr. friends, ficknefs, and pain ? See 
your Mafter fuffering the greateft troubles, 
and yet not complaining : and {hall the 
fcrvant repine, when his lord mares his 
fate ? But farther, from the lectures of 
Jelus, obferve what he hath often declar-i 
ed : I go to prepare a place f of repofe and 
felicity for every follower, who patiently, 
as I did, endures the troubles of life. 
The righteous, tho' numbered ampng 

f John xiv, 2, 3. 
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dead, fhall live with me, an.d their righte- 
ous friends fhall meet them here, where the 
fecond death hath no power. To every 
fmcere chriftian in this houfe hear him 
farther proclaiming in effect : The fleet- 
ing days of human life, my friends and 
followers, confider only as the entry to a 
divine and immortal life. I have marked 
out the road to glory. I have opened the 
gate of this heavenly kingdom. Struggle 
thro' the toils of a day, and an eternity of 
blifs with me your Mafter ihall be your re- 
ward. Let worldly difappointments and 
loiTes teach you fubrniffion to your heavenly 
Father ; let the hleilings of life teach you . 
gratitude. Lo here is the place where for- 
row is no more, where tears are never 
fhed, where friends never part, and where 
gratitude snd love kindle fuch a flame in 
the human mind as is at once moft pleafing 
to Godj and delightful to man. 

Has God, my brethren, given us his own 
fon, and through his merits have we accef 
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to immortality ? What is there then that is 
truly good for us which he will refufe us, 
after this proof of his mercy ? Can you 
confider the fupreme Being in thofe en- 
gaging lights, as your father, your friend, 
your fureft guide thro' the temptations, 
dangers and difficulties of life, and your 
conductor to the manfions of everlafting 
felicity ; and not be ready to own the rea- 
fonablenefs of love to him ? Surely you do 
own it. But, chriftians, this is not fuffi- 
cient. Do you feel it too ? Does it now burn 
within you ? Can you fay with fmcerity, 
My foul, O God, is thy workmanfhip, and 
with my whole foul I love thee ! 

If you are thus difpofed, you will readily 
enter into the latter part of this difcourfe, 
which was defigned to point out fome of the 
reafons on account of which love to God 
may be termed the firft and great com^- 
mandment. 

ift. It may be termed fo, when we con- 
fider the feeling itfelf and its object. The 
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former has fomething in it fo difintereftecf, 
fo generous, and noble, that experience 
teaches us (let the lovers of God bear wit- 
nefs) it gives an emotion unfpeakably plea- 
fing to the foul. It is the affection which, 
when regulated aright, is freer from alloy 
than any other. Fear damps the ardour of 
the mind. Humility gives it pain. Even 
gratitude itfelf, which I ever venerate, is 
attended with a fenfe of numerous wants. 
But love elevates the mind 3 expands tfye 
foul,, takes us ofF from conlidering our- 
felves at all, and fixes us folely upon its 
object. And what is its object ? Not power; 
for power may be unjuftly exercifed : not 
even wifdom $ for wifdom may be fome- 
times employed in contriving the means 
of puniihment ; but goodnefs, and bene- 
volence, and the higheft degrees of thefc 
perfections, as they are exhibited in the 
character of the fupreme mind. 

2dly, The great importance of love to 
God will appear, if we conftder its effects. 
When this principle reigns in the mind, 
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will it not produce univerfal obedience ? 
What thro' the gofpel of Jefus is always 
recorded as the natural effed:, and what is 
always required as the fureft proof of our 
loving God ? Is it not obedience to his 
laws ? If ye love me, keep my command- 
ments g . Ye are my friends^ if ye do what- 
foever I command you b . He that bath my 
commandments , and foepeth them^ be it is 
that loveth me *. It cannot be otherwife. 
If we regard him as the beft of beings, and 
love him as fuch, will we repine at any 
affliction of his appointment ? Thus reiig- 
nation is grafted on love. If this affe&ion 
prevails in us, will we account any labour 
hard, any piece of duty too fevere? Thus it 
becomes the parent of fortitude and pa- 
tience. In one word, point out to me the 
man who is fincerely a lover of his Maker, 
I can allure you he venerates his laws, and 
tho' the infirmities of nature prevail fome- 
times over him, in general he obeys them. 

s John xiv. 15, h John xv, 14. J John xiv. 21, 
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Finally, Love to God is of the higheft 
importance, as it is of the moft extenfive 
duration. There are many of the virtues 
and graces of the chriftian life which are 
defigned only for the prefent ftate of man- 
kind : the future ftate will not admit of 
their exercife; Here the wicked are ready 
to provoke and injure, and the chriftian 
ready to forgive and blefs. Here faith 
muft be cultivated as the firmeft fupport of 
goodnefs and integrity of life : But there 
vifion will come in its place. There the 
fociety will coiifift only of the good ; the 
objects of refentment (hall never be per- 
ceived, and where there can be no provo- 
cation there is no fcope for forgivenefs. 
Even the fear of God, while the vail of 
mortality prevents us from a more complete 
knowledge of him, continues to be mixed 
with fomething of the dread, which, when 
we lhall fee him as he is, beneficent, gra- 
cious, and all benign, fhall be ever ex- 
cluded. But love fhall ever abide, and 
ever increafe in the human mind. God 
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hath here planted the feed ; the kindly in-* 
fluences of religion fofter it. The cares of 
the world and the florins of life retard its 
growth j but in the hearts of good men it 
continues, tho' flowly, ftill to grow. At the 
death of the mofl pious it is only a tender- 
plant; but when we fhall arrive in happier 
climes, where no clouds overfliadow the 
fun of righteoufnefs, it fhall take deeper 
root, and fiourifh with immortal verdure. 
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MATTHEW xxii. 39. 

And thefecond is like unto zV, T'hou Jhalt love 
thy neighbour as thyfelf. 

TZLeJfid are the peace-makers^ for they 
refemble God^ and Jhall be called his 
children - 9 for ever blefled be the Saviour 
of mankind, who not only was, while he 
dwelt upon this earth, the greateft peace- 
maker himfelf, but alfo publifhed a reli- 
gion which was to defcend to lateft ages, 
the defign of which, is to expel enmity 
out of the world, and to make every man 
to confider his fellow-creature as his bro- 
ther, and regard him with the fame affec- 
tion with which he regards himfelf. 

In the verfes preceding the text, a lawyer 
having enquired of our Saviour, J^hat is 
the fir ft and great commandment? he informs 
him, that it is to love God fincerely, fer- 
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vently, and conftantly, and that next to 
this the duty moft important, is to love 
our neighbour. By our neighbour, ac- 
cording to the fentiments of our divine 
Lawgiver, is not to be underftood, thofe 
only who live in the fame corner, or coun- 
try 5 who are governed by the fame laws, 
and fubjet to the fame polity, but all 
who are connected by the fame common 
tie of humanity. It is the command of 
this lawgiver, that we abound in love to 
all men, that we offer up fupplications 
for them, and that we do good to every 
perfofi as far as we have opportunity, 
efpedally to ihofe that are of the houjhold of 
faith. Prejudices arifing from education, 
from oppoiition of intereft, from differ- 
ences in religion, in the difciples of Jefus, 
muft not reftrain that univerfal good will, 
which it is the very fpirit of Chrift's reli- 
gion to promote. By his laws the Jews 
and Samaritans, tho* trained up with a 
peculiar degree of mutual rancour, were 
to coniider each other as neighbours 
and brethren. Thus every good chriflian 
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i - 
is what the philofopher calls himfelf, a 

citizen of the world. Engraven upon his 
heart in indelible characters, which you 
may read in the tenor of his life,, are piety 
and reverence to God, and love and 
friendfriip to the human race. 

The law of tmiverfal benevolence pre- 
fcribed in the text, is indeed intended to 
comprehend thofe private, but not lefs 
powerful affections, which regard a coun-, 
try, kindred, friends, benefactors, children,: 
and the poor, from whence arife the vir- 
tues of.patriotifm, natural affection, gra- 
titude, charity. Benevolence then may 
be confidered as a leading principle of 
human nature, upon which all thefe are 
grafted. It may be compared to a ve-, 
nerable parent, whofe numerous offspring, 
bear a ftrong refemblance to him, and are 
at once vigorous, healthy, and graceful. 

But in order to give you ft-ill a more 
clear conception of the precept now be- 
fore us, let us take notice of fome of the 

VOL. I. L 
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moft linking features in the character of 
that man who obeys it* The benevolent 
man wifhes well to all ; and tho' his own 
power is confined, he recommends them 
to that power that is unlimited. At the 
happinefs of his fellow-creatures he re- 
joices, arid he is grieved for their mifery. 
He fhows the genuinenefs of thefe difpofi- 
tions, by partaking in the joy of his ac- 
quaintance who happen to be fuccefsful, 
and by mingling his tears with thofe of 
the children of calamity. This fellow- 
feeling is not all. He ufes his utmoft 
efforts to promote the happinefs of all with- 
in his fphere, and to prevent, or alleviate 
their forrow. Not to defraud, or over- 
reach, is but the leaft part of the praife 
which he deferves. In his commerce with 
men, thofe rules which others obferve by 
conftraint, and from dread of the law, 
he obferves from inclination, from a pure 
heart and a good confcience. This is the 
character of a truly benevolent man. Th*a 
.benevolent chriftian attains a greater per- 
fe&ion in all thefe virtues by a fteady imi- 
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tation of that inexpreflibly benevolent Me* 
tdiator, who went about continually doing 
good, encouraging innocent cheaffulnef&> 
wiping the tear from the eye of forroWj 
reftoring health to the difeafed, and by 
every method promoting the temporal and 
fpiritual advantage of mankind. 

Having thus explained .the precept of 
loving our neighbour^ 1 ftiall endeavour in, 
the firft place to point out the reafonable* 
nefs of it. 2dly, Make fome remarks 
upon the degree of this virtue required by 
our Saviour j Thou Jhalt love thy neighbour* 
as thyfelf; and then endeavour to perfuade 
you to the practice of it. May this dif- 
courfe proceed from a heart overflowing; 
with benevolence, and prove a mean of 
imprefiing you with, or eftabliftiing you 
in this important grace of the-gofpel ! 

In the firft p.! ace, as briefly as poflible, I 
{hall endeavour to point out the reafonable- 
nefs of the duty, the love of our neighbour. 
To difcern the reafonablenefs of afity 4ut/ 
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there is no more needful, but a comparifon 
of- the nature of the being on whom the 
duty is enjoined, with the duty itfelf ; and 
If it be found agreeable and congruous to 
that nature, it may be pronounced fit and 
reafonable. Now the moft fuperficial view 
of human nature plainly difcovers that be- 
iievolence is one of thofe principles of 
which 'it is compounded. It does not ap- 
pear more evident that the eye is made for 
feeing, and the ear for hearing, than that 
the heart of man is fp conftituted, as to 
have an attachment to his fellow-creatures. 
If we faw a perfon take delight in hurting- 
others, and involving them in mifery 
without being prompted by any particu- 
lar paffion, but folely for the pleafure of 
doing ill, and becoming the author of mi- 
fery, we mould not hefitate to pronounce 
that perfon monftrous and unnatural. On 
the other hand, take any man and place 
him in fociety, we always expecl: that where 
no contrary paffion that is more powerful 
interferes, he will.be ready to delight in, 
and do good to the members of that focie- 
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ty ; and this without further view, than 
obeying the fimple dictates of his own 
mind. Read the hiftory of mankind, or 
-narrowly obferve the actions which occur 
every day, and I think there is no poffibility 
of underilanding many fcenes in the for- 
mer, or of comprehending many appear- 
ances of the latter, without fuppofing a 
principle of direct benevolence (that is, 
-good- will to mankind) implanted in the 
human mind by its great Creator, abftrac- 
ted from every view of private intereft, or 
even of public utility, into which fome 
have vainly endeavoured to refolve it. 

What has been faid is applicable not 
only to the general principle, but likewife 
to the particular virtues into which it may 
be branched out ; fuch as love of our 
country, natural affeHon, gratitude, cha- 
rity. We all acknowledge the reafonable- 
nefs of thefe, by the applaufes we .beftow 
upon thofe who poflefs them, and the high 
.degree of difapprobation, of which we think 
thofe worthy who are deftitute of them. 

L3 
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The man who betrays his country, who is 
cruel to his parents, ungrateful to his bene- 
factors, or who hardens his heart againft the 
calls of mifery, we account a monfter. 
Such a perfon, as being deprived of the 
chief characteristics of his kind, we call 
inhuman, He may poffefs the form, but 
he has fhaken off the nature of a man. Thus 
benevolence being a principle in our con- 
ftitution, the reafonablenefs of the precept 
in the text is evident. 

This would be farther efiablifhed, were 
we to confider how abfolutely and indif-? 
penfably neceflary, in a certain degree at 
leaft, it is for the very being and fupport of 
human life, For how long a period of life 
is man in a helplefs condition, the moft 
deftitute of all animals, if his fellow-crea- 
tures did not give him their afliftance ! Ex- 
clude the principle of good-will in all its 
kinds, and the general lot of human life 
would be a fliort ftruggle with mifery ex^ 
trerne ; or rather without that principle there 
could be no fuch thing as human life ; J 
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am fure, not the leaft ray of human happi- 
nefs. Add to this, that to the higher de- 
gree this feeond commandment is obferv- 
ed, man is in proportion fo much the 
happier : and were it obferved in perfec- 
tion, the calamities of life would then be 
as few, as they are at prefent numerous. 
From thefe confiderations, which might 
have been much enlarged upon, it is evi- 
dent that the duty prefcribed in the text, 
is truly fit and reafonable, becoming the 
nature, neceflary for the condition, and 
productive of the happinefs of mankind. 

But the duty is not only prefcribed, but 
likewife the meafure of it pointed out. 
Thoujhalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf. 

It is the excellence of our religion, not 
only to propofe the jufteft, and the beft 
precepts with refpect to our fellow-crea- 
tures, but alfo to afford us fome marks, 
taken from what pafles within ourfelves, 
in order to enable us to difcern when they 
are rightly obeyed. Thus our actions are 

L4 
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not only commanded to be honeft, kind, and 

-charitable, but alfo to be To in that degree, 

'which we could reafonably deiire thofe of 

others to be with regard to ourfelves. Wbat- 

foe-ver you would that men Jbould do unto 

you) do ye alfo fo unto them a . And in the 

text, we are not only commanded to wifli 

well to others, and to love them, but alfo 

Informed that our good-will then arrives at 

the chriftian degree of perfection, when it 

Is in proportion to that affection which re- 

fpecls the individual 5 that is, the principle 

of -benevolence ought to be as vigorous,, as 

the principle of felf-love. Defire to pro- 

''mote the good of mankind., equally with 

-our own, is the elevated pitch, to which 

chriftianity would exalt its votaries; A 

perfect difciple of Chrift will be as tender 

about his neighbour's reputation, as he is 

' about his own; as unwilling to fpread a 

i-landerous report of another, as he is un- 

. ca!y to hear one of himfelf ; as anxious to 

.promote his brother's advantage, and as 

,. well pleaicd with the attainment of it, ; as 

a Matthew vii. 12, 
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'he is joyful when fomething good happens 
to himfelf. When he is reproached, felf- 
love leads him to jurtify himfelf; good-will 

prompts him to juftify his neighbour whom 
he hears afperfed. Involve him in want, 
he feels pain and uneafmefs, but religion 
and fortitude come in to his aid. If the 

" cafe is his neighbour's, he not only feels 

pain and uneafmefs on his account, but 

'he employs all his efforts to relieve him. 

"Let the firft difciples of Chri'ft bear tefti- 

/ mony to this character. They felt ho want, 

but what was common. They knew no 

pain but what every one was willing to 
'take his ihare of; no joy but what every 
'heart made its own. They indeed confi- 

dered- themfelves as members of the 'fame 
'body') arid acted in every refpect like thofe 
"who believed the juflice of this allufion. 

*-~- ." 

The reafonablenefs of our Saviour's pre- 
cept of loving others as we love ourfelves 

-may be difeerned if we attend to this, 
that benevolence is the principle by which 
we regard feveral individuals of the fpe- 
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cies, felf-love that by which we regard one 
individual. When we confider the two 
feelings in this refpec\ they appear dire&ed 
to -objects exa&ly alike, and therefore ought 
to be equal. 

Before I leave this head, I fliall only 
make two remarks, as to the wifdom of fix- 
ing the degree of our felf-love as the mea- 
fure of our good-v/ill to others. In the 
rft place, as felf-love is generally a very 
ftrong principle in mankind, the precept, 
as delivered in our text, may prove a ftrong 
incitement to thofe who confefs the obliga- 
tion of it, to increafe their good-will. Se- 
condly, as felf-love is very often apt to ex- 
ceed its juft bounds, the confideration of 
its inferiority to our benevolence may lead 
us to endeavour, while we aim at in- 
creafmg the lattery to bring the other to ^ 
*nore allowable pitch. 

The nature of the fubje& has drawn me 
into fome reafoning that may, to fome ca- 
pacities, appear rather too abftra&ed j tho* 
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I have endeavoured to exprefs myfelf as 
clearly as I could. The fum of what has 
been faid is this : The love of our neigh- 
bour is altogether reafonable in itfelf, being 
conformable to that conftitution which 
God has given us. Confined to no feel:, 
party, or clafs of men; it ought to be uni- 
verfal. Belides this general principle of 
good-will, there are other feparate princi- 
ples, which attach us more ftrongly to our 
particular connections; but thefe are like- 
wife comprehended in the text ; and tho* 
( they may increafe the force of the former 
with regard to thofe particulars, they ought 
not to weaken it with regard to the whole. 
By the perfect rule of our religion, a chrif- 
tian cannot reft fatisfied with any meafure 
of good-will to others, below what he bears 
to himfelf. O religion truly divine, which 
.thus, by ftriking at the great root of our 
vices, an intolerable degree of felfifhnefs, 
and a difregard to others, would at once cure 
us of them all, and render us like the an- 
gels in heaven, who in that happy clime, 
under the benign influences of the fun of 

7 
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righteoufnefs, overflow with love and cha- 
rity ! Let me now, my beloved brethren, 
perfuade you to the practice of the duty, 
upon which we have been difcourfmg, by 
prefenting to you fome of the moft obvious 
and ilrongeft motives. 

In the firft place, a generous, open, and 
benevolent heart, is ever attended with the 
moft genuine pleafure ; for to the exercife 
. of love, gratitude, kindnefs, providence has 
annexed a moft pure and unmixed joy. 
The mind of man is defirous to grafp a large 
obje6i ? and pleafed with the conception of 
it ; but are not the human race, our con- 
nc6tion with them, a defire of their happi- 
nefs, truly grand and pleafmg conceptions ? 
Does the man, think you, whofe ihua- 
tion puts it out of his pov/er to extend his 
cood deeds to mankind, feel no fatisfacHon 

O ' 

in dilating his foul, to wifh well to the 
whole, in recommending them to the uni- 
.verfal parent, in fhedding the generous tear, 
when a tear is all he has to beftow, over the 
children of affliction 1 Afk himfelf. He 
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will inform you, that the goods of this 
world fhould never be a bribe for him, to 
fteel his heart againft the calamities of the 
unfortunate, or deprive him of the joy of 
ranging thro* the great circle of God's 
creation, to wifh well to all rational beings. 
A contracted temper is always fretful, 
peevifh, and difquieted. The fources of its 
pleafures muft nceiTarily be few and fcan- 
ty; whereas a benevolent difpofition is not 
only a fource of the higheft delight in itfelf, 
but it leaves a man open to the feveral gra- 
tifications of this life, and to all the innocent 
enjoyments that man is heir to. This tem- 
per both gives a relifh to a perfon's own 
proper pleafures, and appropriates to him 
thofe of his fellow-creatures. He rejoices 
with thofe that rejoice ; and even when in 
the houfe of mourning he weeps with them 
that weep, there is a fecret charm which 
more than repays the forrow. 

Again, would you wifh to aft properly 
fo as to obtain the approbation of your fel- 
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low-creatures, and to appear amiable in their 
eyes ? There is not fo effectual a method to 
procure the efteem and love of mankind, as 
to wifh well to them, and to convince every 
one with whom you have intercourfe, that 
you have their happinefs at heart. Sympa- 
thy is the great bond of union among hu- 
man fouls. To raife any affection in the 
bread of another, the moft direct courfe is 
to ftiew a fimilar one in your own. Thus 
the man poflHfed of the moft generous and' 
unlimited good-will, who confiders his fel- 
low-creatures as fo many of his brethren, 
and is ftedfaft in all the offices of humani- 
ty, kindnefs and charity ,. is fure not only to 
be the objedi: of approbation, but alfo the 
object of affection. Who is the fovereign 
that gains the affection of his people, the 
general that obtains the good-will of his- 
army, the magiftrate that attaches the re- 
gard of his citizens, the neighbour whom 
all that know fpeak well of ? Is it not he, 
who {hews that he deferves to be beloved, 
by firft loving thole with whom he is con- 
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neted ? Reflect upon the characters which 
always have been, and always are confider- 
ed as the moft amiable and engaging, and 
the circumftances which have made them 
be thought fo j are they not thofe who have 
either been lovers of mankind, and of their 
country, or the friends of the fatherlefs and 
of the poor? Hath not hiftory confecrated 
to immortality thofe who in heathen times 
impelled by a falfe religion, but with a view 
to fave their country, willingly devoted, 
themfelves to deftru&ion ? Such an effect 
had this patriotifm on thofe who were wit- 
nefles of it, that their veneration carried 
them beyond all reafonable bounds, in fo 
much that they paid them divine honours. 
It muft be owned that with the greateft juf- 
tice the memory of thofe heroes is to this 
day highly regarded. 

When we read that Mofe abandoned 
the pleafures of a court, and of vice, for the 
fake of his people ; when we confider his 
continual watching? for their happinefs* his 



162 S E R M O N VIL 

prayers for their recovery after ' they had 
offended, his mild forbearance with their, 
frovvard and rebellious temper ; do we not 
behold him in the rnofr engaging view 
that man can be exhibited in ? The fplen- 
dour of David's crown and the luftre of his, 
royalty are quite eclipfed by the glory of 
the man, when we fee retnorfe for his fin, 
and love for his people, prompting thefe 
generous fentiments. / have finned \ but 
for thefe faeep^ what have they done ? Let 
thy hand be againft me and againft my father's 
houfe 1 *. How amiable is the character of 
the moft patient man, who in the depth 
of his difhefs, was able to make this 
noble appeal to heaven. Did I not weep 
for him that was In trouble ? Was not my 
foul grieved for the poor c f / was eyes to the 
blind, and feet was I to the lame - 3 the blef- 
fing of him that was ready to perijh came 
upon me^ and I caufed the widow's heart to 
fingfor joy d . But above all, how divinely 

b i Chron. xxi. 17. c Job xxx. 25. 

d Job xxx." 13. 15. 
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engaging is the character of Chrift Jefus, 
who {hewed the moil illuftribus inftance of 
good-will to men that the world ever faw; 
for he came to be a ranfom for many, and 
to purchafe their redemption, he led a life 
of unexampled forrow, and fuffered a death 
overwhelming to all the powers of huma- 
nity. Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man Jhould lay down his life for his 
friends j but God ccmmendeth his love to us^ 
in that while we were y-et Jinners Chr'ijl 
died for us . O Jefus, let all nations bow 
down before thee, and let all people praife 
thee, for thy love to mankind is inexpref- 
fible ! 

But finally, brethren, confider, as a mo- 
tive to engage you to univerfal good-will, 
and to all the offices of kindnefs and cha- 
rity, that this is the only way truly to 
ftiew yourfelves the difciples of Chrift Je- 
fus. By this Jhall all men know that ye 
are my difclples, if ye love one another. 

e John xv. 13. Rom. v. 8. 
VOL. I. M 
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'This, faith he, is my commandment, that y*' 
love one another., as I have loved you ; and 
again, a new commandment 1 give unto you' 9 - 
that ye love one another f . Deceive not 
yourfelves ; if the fpirit of love dwelleth- 
not in you, ye are ftrangers to the power 
of Chrifl's religion. You may wear the 
appearance of religion, but if you be addict- 
ed to ill-will, hatred, revenge, uncharitable- 
nefs, tho' you fhould artfully endeavour to 
conceal them, in the fight of God you are 
at beft but whited fepulchres, and to you^ 
the new teftament applies all the woes pro- 
nounced againft the Pharifees,-, thofe hypo- 
crites of old, by the infallible Teacher of 
mankind. Above all things, then, my 
brethren, have fervent charity, and re- 
member that this commandment we have 
from Chrift, that he who kveth God, love 
his brother alfe s . If you have any refent- 
ments, now lay them afide. If you have 
a contracted fpirit, give yourfelves no reft 
till you overcome it j and put on, as th$ 

f John xiii. 34. 3 , e I John iv. 2-1, 
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of God, holy and beloved, bowels of 
'mercies, kindnefs, humblenefs of mind, meek- 
nefs, 'long-fuff'ering, forbearing one another, 
and forgiving one another, if any man have 
a quarrel again/I any ; even as Chrijl for- 
gave you, fo alfo do ye ; and above all tbefe 
Wings, put on charity, which is the bond 
sperfecJnefs h . 

^ Gol. iii. 12, 13, 14. 



M 2 



SERMON Vlli. 

COLOSSIANS iii. 14. 

And above all thefe things, put on charity^ 
which is ike bend of perfeffnefs. 

THE fame word which in this verfe, 
and in feveral other parts of the new 
teftament is tranflated charity, is alfo fre- 
quently rendered love. Thus Walk in love*-, 
follow after righteoufnefs, godlinefs, faith, 
love*. I may further remark to you, that 
the word is derived from that which our 
Saviour ufes in the following paflages, and 
many others of the fame import. Thou 
Jbalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf . This is 
my commandment^ that ye love one another d . 
By this expreffion, the bond ofperfeftnefs, is 
meant, that this love or charity is the moft 
perfect bond of human fociety, that it is that 
virtue which, if properly exerted, would re- 

Eph. v. 2. b i Tim. vi. ii. c Matth, xix, 19. 
d John xv. 12. 
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tain men in the practice of all thofe duties 
which they owe to one another, and prevent 
thofe vices which occafion fo much difturb- 
ance and prefent mifery. 

From thefe words I might properly draw 
feveral fubjects of difcourfe; but I purpofe 
only at this time to explain the nature and 
properties of ehriftian charity. 

Charity may be defined that difpofition 
which inclines us to think and fpeak well 
of our fellow- creatures, and to deal kindly 
with them. Mere benevolence, or good- 
will, regards the beneficence of our actions, 
and our difpofition to do good. Charity 
includes this, but refpects more immedi- 
ately the fentiments and affections which 
we feel towards others. Under the defini- 
tion now given are comprehended various 
virtues, to which in the ordinary inter- 
courfe of life we give different names. 
Thus it comprehends candour in our judg- 
ments, fairnefs in our actions, humanity 
, and kindnefe in our whole behaviour. It 

M 3 
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alfo implies the abfence of feveral of the 
blackeft vices of human nature, malice a 
envy, falfenefs, deceit, cruelty, oppreflion, 
ilander. Charity in this refpect may be 
compared to. a liberal fountain, giving rife 
to a lara;e river, which in its courfe divides 

. ^ - - *. . . 

Itfelf into feveral branches, and difperfes 
health and plenty over the countries thro* 
which it runs. And as this difpofition of 
mind which we are coniidering may pro- 
perly be denominated the parent of many 
diffincl: virtues ; fo it may be remarked, 
that a fmall variation in the objects towards 
which it is exercifed occaftons its being 
called by different appellations. Thus, our 
love to mankind is termed benevolence 5 
our love to our country, patriotifm ; our 
love to our friends, frtendfiiip; our Ipve to 
our kindred or families, affection. Nei- 
ther is it furprizing that from the fame 
fimple original quality fhould proceed fuch 
various and extenfive effects. We may 
obferve in the natural world, that from the 
fame feed arife many ftalks, each con- 
taining many ears of the fame kind that 
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fown. From a fmall feed arifeth a tree 
with a trunk, branches, and leaves, be- 
tween which and the feed depofited in the 
ground, the moft {harp-fighted can trace no 
.refemblance, and which produceth in its 
turn many feeds of the fame kind. There 
is a likenefs and analogy between thefe 
things and the principles of our minds; or 
perhaps the qualities of the latter admit ftill 
.of greater .and more furprizing variations. 
The fimple, original qualities of our mind 
are probably not very numerous ; but they 
are, as it were, feeds fown by the hand of 
the Creator, which gradually expand them- 
felves, grow up, and affume very various 
and diftincl: appearances. The limple qua- 
lity itfelf requires fome abftra&ion and at- 
tention to obferve it; like a fmall feed, 
fcarcely vifible to the naked eye, but its 
effe&s are obvious to every perfon. 

As charity therefore comprehends fo 
many virtues, and has fuch extenfive in- 
fluence on the conduct of life, both in im- 
pelling to that which is right, and in re- 

M 4 
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{training from that which is wrong; it will 
be much more ufeful to confider it with re- 
fpect to its effects and confequences, tkan 
to regard it merely in an abftract light. 
And to render what I have to fay as prac- 
tical as poffihle, I fhall confider the in- 
fluence of charity upon the mind and be- 
haviour of a chriilian with refpect to the 
world ; with refpect to his country ; with 
refpect to thofe with whom he is connected 
in the fame city, neighbourhood, or fociety ; 
with refpet to thofe who differ from him in 
religious principles or opinions ; with re- 
fpect to his enemies; and with refpect to 
the vicious and abandoned* 

Firfr, Let us confider the effect of cha- 
rity with refpect to the world. The fur- 
vey of the narrownefs of our prefent power 
2nd fphere of action, of the extent of our 
capacity of thought and perception, gives 
us the profpect of a contrail that is very 
wonderful. Our power of beftowing hap- 
pinefs upon others, or procuring it to our- 
frlves is very limited ; but our thought' can 
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range from one region to another, and 
travel with the lightning of heaven. Be- 
fore we can move thofe clogs of mortality 
which we wear, from one ftreet to ano- 
ther, our imaginations are able to encom- 
pafs the globe, or to vifit the ftars. We 
find that the defires and affections of our 
nature are not fuited to our powers of 
action, but to our capacity of thought and 
imagination ; and the man who enter- 
tained no wimes, inclinations, or propen- 
fions, but fuch as his prefent power could 
gratify or accomplifh, would be fcarce fupe- 
rior to a reptile, notwithftanding his form. 
When we compare our connections and 
acquaintance, thofe with whom we inter- 
change mutual good offices, with the gene- 
ral body of mankind, they are limited with- 
in very narrow bounds, and confined to a 
very fmall number : but there is a ftrong 
law, the lav/ of humanity, which connects 
us with all who are endowed with the fame, 
common nature. No impafTable moun- 
tains, no innavigable oceans, no inhofpi- 
table deferts, are boundaries to intercept 
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the force and authority of this law. Like 
the fun, it extends its heat and its influence 
to the utrnoft corner of the earth, and 
proves a connecting principle with all our 
fellow- creatures. 

Suitable to this general and extenfive 
law of humanity, chriftian charity requires 
that we wifli well unto all, and offer fup- 
plications to God upon their account. / 
exhort^ therefore, fays the apoftle to Ti- 
mothy, that fupplications^ prayers^ intercefr 
fans, and giving of thanks be made for all 
men e . 

* 

By our neighbour, according to our Sa- 
.viour's religion, is not to be underftood, 
.one who lives in the fame country, who is 
governed by the fame laws, or- fubjecl: to the 
fame polity; but every one who is endowed 
.with the fame nature. To every fuch perfon, 
.whether Chriftian, Jew, Pagan, or Maho- 
metan, we are to abound in love, and to do 
good whenever we have opportunity. A 

i Tim. ii. i. 
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good chriftian, when he thinks of the mi- 
feries, blindnefs, errors, and vices which 
prevail in the world, will furely out of a 
pure heart, and a good confcience, pray to 
the Father of mercy to remove them, and in 
the fervour of his fpirit, and the fincerity of 
his love, wifh that fill the kingdoms of the 
earth may become the kingdoms of , our GW 3 
end of his f on Jefus Cbrift. 

2dly, Let us confider the influence of 
charity upon the temper and conduct of a, 
chriftian with refpet to his country. As 
the Almighty has divided men into king- 
doms and nations upon the face of the earth, 
it is a part of the conftitution of providence 
that we receive particular benefits from cer- 
tain laws, governments, and tracts of coun- 
try. This 'gives us a particular connexion 
with certain communities, and in a well-dif- 
pofed mind confers upon the principle of 
charity, the modification of love of our coun- 
try. Now charity in this refpecl obligeth us 
to pray for the profperity of our country, 
find to contribute to it as far as in our power.. 
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It requires us to pay a deference to the 
laws, and to refpet and obey our lawful 
governors, to contemn honours, power, or 
intereft, when they cannot be obtained in a 
confiftence with the laws ; and to facrifice 
private and partial views to the happinefs 
of the ftate. Thefe are general obligations 
upon every man : neither are they to be 
reckoned hard or fevere ; for in experience, 
I believe it will be found, that the love of 
our country, reverence and obedience to its 
laws, prove the fureft path to the true hap- 
pinefs of individuals. And furely the confi- 
deration of the free and happy conftitution 
under which we live, of the general juftice 
and equity of our laws, of the fecurity that 
is commonly poflefled not only for our lives, 
but for our interefts and property, ought to 
ftrengthen and increafe in every Briton this 
fentiment of love to his country/ 

That what has been now advanced is 
entirely agreeable to the fpirit and tenor of 
the fcripture, is manifefK With what 
warmth does every Jew fpeak of the city of 
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Jerufhlem, and of that people who were 
feparated by the Lord from all the nations 
of the earth ! How affectionately does our 
Saviour fpeak of the fame people, and what 
earneftnefs and anxiety does he difcover for 
their welfare! But ftill farther ; tho' at the 
time of his coming they were retained in 
fubje&ion to a foreign power, fo far from 
encouraging any rebellious fentiments a- 
gainft their conquerors, or ufing any means, 
as they imagined that he would, to deliver 
them from their oppreffion, he teaches that 
it was their duty, to render unto Ctsfar the 
things that are Ctsfar's f , and refufes not 
himfelf the jurifdidlion of a court, where a 
governor of his appointment prelided. The 
doctrine that is delivered in the 1 3th chap- 
ter of the epiftle to the Romans is entirely 
conformable to thefe fentiments. Let every 
foul be fubjefl unto the higher powers, (fays 
the Apoftle) for there is no power but of 
God: the powers that be are ordained of 
God: JFhofoever therefore rejtfteth the power y 
rejjjieth the ordinance of God. Wberefor* 

f Mark xii. 14. 
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ye muft net only be fuljcSl for wrath, but 
.for confclence fake. What has been before 
faid relates to the duty of men in general 
with refpeft to their country. I may add, 
that the principle of love of our country 
Jays particular obligations upon men in 
particular circumltances. Thus it is the 
duty of the ftatefman to confult and deli- 
berate for the good of his country^, of ail 
officers of juftice to adminifter equity im- 
partially, of the foldier and failor to en- 
counter the enemies of the ftate witk 
bravery, and of all who have any public 
truft to execute it with integrity. 

3dly, Let us conlider the influence of 
the law of charity with refpecl: to thofe 
who live in the fame city;, neighbourhood i 
"or fociety. There are many whofe views 
are fo narrow, and whofe knowledge is fo 
confined, that they fcarcely form to them- 
felves conceptions of the general body of 
rnankindj or even of that large community^ 
iof which they are members. We feel gur- 
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felves more ready to pity the ignorance^ 
than to condemn the vice of fuch men/ 
But there are none who have the natural 
life of reafon, who are not fenfible of their 
connection with their fellow-citizens, or 
neighbours, or with that particular fociety 
or order of men to which they belong. And; 
here, if all the effects of love and charity 
were to be withheld, the foundations of 
fociety would be overturned. Our ftate 
would be much worfe than that of thofe" 
miferable favages who live in the woods,* 
fupport themfelves upon the fruits which- 
nature fpontaneoufly produces, and fear a 
foe in every man they meet. From the' 
conftitution of providence the boaft of 
abfolute independence, or even of inde- 
pendence upon our fellow-creatures is al- 
together vain and chimerical. In focial life 
how could the rich be cloathed or fed, or' 
have their houfes fiirnimed,. or their nume- 
rous wants fupplied, if it were not for the : 
poor, the laborious, and the induftrious ? 
What is the title of a fovereign if he has no : 
fubjects, but an empty name ? What ar- 
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duous deed could a general perform, if he 
were deferted by all his troops ? 

In human life we are linked together by a 
chain formed by the hand of Omnipotence, 
and to this connection both duty and necef- 
iity ftiould engage us to fubmit. With re- 
gard therefore to thofe of our fellow-crea- 
tures with whom we have immediate in- 
tercourfe, the law of charity obligeth us to 
act with all fairnefs, honefty, lincerity and 
kindnefs* It obligeth the rich to refufe 
the gains of oppreflion, to be mild, merci- 
ful, ready to relieve the wants of the indi- 
gent, and compaflionate the wretched bre- 
thren of their nature* It obligeth thofe 
in an inferior ftation to be juft and faithful 
in their fervice, fubmiffive in their beha- 
viour, and grateful for the good offices 
they receive. It obligeth all men to be can- 
did in their interpretation of one anothers 
actions and intentions, to bear with one an- 
others frailties, and to forgive each others 
faults. Such behaviour every perfon ex-, 
pects, and thinks reafonable with regard to 
4 
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himfelf; and no rule can be more equi- 
table, than to do to others as we would that 
others fhould do to us. 

Biit in fociety the characters of men^ and 
the relations on which we ftand to them are 
fo difFerentj that the application of the law 
of charity is almoft infinitely varied. To 
explain more fully the nature of this vir^ 
tue, let us confiderj 

4-thlyj The effects it will produce with 
refpet to thofe who differ from us in re- 
ligious principles and opinions. Upon 
this fubject there are two oppofite fenti- 
ments j both of which feem to me to be 
erroneous * 

Firftj fome think, that error in religi- 
ous principle is fo fatal and damnable, that 
they can have no good thoughts of thofe 
men who entertain it, and cannot believe 

' i 

that any who are fo unacceptable in the 
iight of God can be entitled to any parti- 
cular offices of kindnefs or charity, arid if 
VOL. I* N 
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they would fpeak out, fcarcely to the 
common duties of humanity. Such fen- 
timents {hock all our feelings. Our Sa-^ 
viour difapproves of them in the ftrongeft 
manner, when he rebukes the forward zeal 
of his followers who defired to deftroy 
thofe that refufed to admit him into thei? 
city, by calling for fire from heaven. Sure- 
ly men who think in this way, know not 
What fpirit they are of g , 

On the other hand, many feem to' think, 
that there is no neceffity nor propriety in 
giving one's felf concern about religious 
pinions, provided the practice be upright 
and honeft. But certainly truth deferves 
our fearchr Juft opinions influence our 
conduct in many degrees. In many in- 
ftances, even in ways that we cannot now 
conceive, they may promote our future 
Jiappinefs, or under the government of 
God, the want of them may occafion much 
future wretchednefs and diftrefs. To 
'maintain pure, therefore, the faith that we 

s L&ke ix. 54, 55, 
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believe to have been delivered to the faintsj 
is our duty 5 and zeal in the propagation 
of it becomes a chriftian. But what is that 
zeal ? Is it the zeal of a furious party-man* 
of an enthufiaft, or a perfecutbr? No; thefe 
characters are deteftable. Is it hot then the 
zeal of a reafonabl'e enquirer^ of an honeft 
and a good manj who truly believes, and 
firmly maintains his opinions, who at the 
fame time that he endeavours to rectify the 
errors of his fellow-creatures, yet pities 
thofe who are milled by thefe errorsj be- 
caufe he knows himfelf to be expofed to 
error ? Is it a zeal about modes, ceremo- 
niesj and the externals of religion ? Or is 
it about matters of which the importance 
is obvious ? Surely the latter. A man may 
properly think that nothing relating to 
religion is of fo little eonfequence as not 
to engage his attention ; but the weightier 
matters of the law will employ his thoughts 
much more than the lefs weighty. 

Chriftian charity will then engage the 
man who is -actuated by it to differ with 

N 2 
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temper, to reafon with moderation, to try- 
to convince by the weight of his argu- 
ments, not by the violence of his paflions, 
He knoweth that the wrath of man worketh 
not the right eoufnefs of GW h . The fsrvant 
of the Lord will not Jlrive^ but be gentle 
unto all men, apt to teach^ patient^ in meek-* 
nefs inftrufting them that oppsfe themfelves S 
As he will try to convince, fo he will be 
ever open to hear, and to weigh the reafons 
of his adverfaries, Senfible of the weaknefs 
of human nature, and in how different 
lights the fame thing appears to different 
men, yea even to the fame man at different 
times, he will ftill maintain his differences 
in the bond of peace. He will not afiume 
the ftrange work of the Lord, or denounce 
the judgments of heaven, but rather hope 
that in fome future period, both he himfelf 
and thofe that oppofe him may be brought 
to fee more clearly, and have all their errors 
difpelled. Let Mahometans employ the 
jfword to bring men to the obedience of 
their prophet, and to reduce them to uni- 

* James j, 20. * 2.Tim. ii, 24, 25. 
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formity in religion ; but O that chriftians 
never had forgot that the voice which 
ufhered in their Matter into the world 
proclaimed peace on earth and good-will 
to men, and that the weapons by which 
he eftabliihes his kingdom are not carnal*, 
but fpiritual ! 

5thly, Let us confider in what manner 
chriftian charity fhould engage us to be- 
haye to pur enemies. 

There is no principle in human nature 
more apt to exert itfelf than refentment, 
when we meet with any treatment that 
we judge improper, undeferved, or fevere. 
The firft feeling is natural, unavoidable, 
and neceflary in the prefent fituation of 
mankind ; but the due moderation and 
reftraint of it commonly expofes us to one 
of the hardeft trials that we meet with in 
life. Herein then conftfts the victory and 
triumph of the chriftian, that the greateft 
and moft unprovoked injuries he always 
abftains from revenging. His honeiiy and 

N 3 
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his candour are too great not to let his 
enemy know, that he is fenfible of the ill- 
treatment he has met with, but his charity 
and felf-government are fo great, that he 
fuffers no injurious expreffion to pafs his 
lips ; and were his foe in his power, his 
firft attempt would be to reclaim him by 
meeknefs, gentlenefs, and true greatnefs, 
of mind ; and upon his repentance, he 
would cordially be reconciled to hinij and 
receive him as his brother. If that were 
rendered impracticable, the utmoft length 
|ie would go would be to deprive him 
of the power of repeating the like injuf-r 
tice j or if his crime deferved the interpo- 
fition of the magiftrate, he might deliver 
him to the juft punifhment of the laws ; 
but every impartial fpe&ator might ob- 
ferve the uneafinefs he fel at being com- 
pelled to fuch feyerity. 

Do you think this pitch of virtue 
furpaffes human nature ? We fometimes, 
though rarely, fee that pride produceth 
this forgivenefs, as thinking the perfo,n 
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who has offended below confideration : 
and fhall the nobleft virtue of the human 
heart be thought lefs powerful upon all 
occaflons than a bad quality is fometimes t 
I am fure no duty can be more plainly 
required, or more ftrongly infifted upori^ 
than this great duty is in the gofpel. If 
thy brother, fays our Saviour, trefpafs againjl 
thee, rebuke him j and if he repent, forgive 
him ; and if he trefpafs again/I thee feven 
times in a day, and feven times in a day 
turn again to thee, Jaying, I repent, thou 
Jhalt forgive him k . Upon every interpre- 
tation that thefe words will admit, they 
ihow that the chriftian muft carry this 
temper of forgivenefs to the higheft pitch. 
Again, fays pur Saviour, Love your ene- 
mies, blefs them that curfe you, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them that 
defpitefully ufe you, and perfecute you 1 . 
The fame virtue is ftrongly recommend- 
ed in that parable which is contained in 
the 1 8th chapter of Matthew, where the 

N 4 
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Jcing is reprefented as taking an account 
pf his fervants, and puniihing that one 
feverely who {hewed no mercy to his fel-? 
low. It concludes with thefe remarkable 
words, So likewife JJyall my heavenly Father 
do alfo unto you, if ye from your hearts 
forgive not every one bis brother their tref-; 



Laftly, Let us confider the influence 
of chriftian charity on our behaviour with 
refpedt to the vicious and abandoned. A 
hatred of vice is natural to an upright mind, 
and the feeling this is one of the ftrongelt 
iymptoms of a good difpofition, and one 
of the fureft guards of virtue. That we 
Ihould incline to afibciate with the juft, 
and feel a ilrqnger attachment to them, 
and that on the contrary we fhould abftain 
from the company of the vicious^ is furely 
lawful, prudent, and commendable. But 
there are many occafions in life, where un- 
lefs, as the apoftle fpeakcth, we were to gz 
out of the world} we caiuiot 'avoid meeting 

7 
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with the impious, the unjuft, and the in- 
temperate. It would perhaps be neither 
good for them, nor for ourfelves, that we 
refolved never to meet with them. The 
worft are ftill connected with us while in 
this world, by the great tie of humanity ; 
and when v/e confider the mifery of vice, 
and the future punifhment that awaits it, 
a charitable mind is apter to commiferate 
than to deteii. 

In thefe inftances, chanty therefore 
pbligeth us to take all proper opportunities 
pf inftrufting, of admonifhing, of reprov- 
ing, of fhewing our difapprobation of the 
crime, and yet our love of the criminal. 
Of all the weapons ever yet devifed, to 
bend the wills, alter the temper, and fub- 
due the hearts of men, feverity, fournefs, 
bitternefs, anger, are the leaft agreeable 
to a good mind, and the leaft fuccefsful 
in themfelves. Whereas meeknefs, gentle- 
nefs, and yet firmnefs, the awe and au- 
thority of virtue, without the forbidding 
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air of ftubbornnefs, the foft and amiably 
charms of true goodnefs, the generality of 
fympathy, the naild, yet penetrating words 
prompted by thefe difpofitions, prove the 
moft powerful means, and have the ftrongeft 
influence in gaining finners, in retraining 
them from vice, and in winning over willing 
fubje&s to the interefts of true religion, 
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PSALM li. 17. 

The facrifices of God are a broken fplrit ; a 
broken and a contrite heart,) O God^ thsu 

wilt not defpife. 

i 

IT is extremely probable that this pfalm, 
in which the fentiments of a true pe- 
nitent are fo ftrongly expreffed, was com- 
pofed by David, after a fenfe of his guilt 
had been raifed by the affecting parable of 
Nathan, which we read in the xiith chapter 
of the fecond book of Samuel, and of which 
the occaiion and the confequences are fo 
well known. This whole compofition dif- 
covers a mind overwhelmed with forrow, 
agitated with remorfe, earnefc for mercy, 
and penetrated with all ,that variety of 
emotions, which the reflection upon fla- 
grant crimes, when it is neither blunted 
by obduracy nor irritated by defpair, fo 
naturally infpires. 



i 9 o SERMON IX, 

In compofitions of this kind, we are not 
to expet a ftri& connexion of thought. 
Such a connexion would totally deftroy 
their beauty, and be a fure proof that the 
paffion of grief, and the feelings of peni- 
tence which they exhibit, were affumed, 
not real. Their true merit confifts in the 
correfpondence of the fentiments and ex- 
preilions, to that animated and varied te- 
nour of foul, from which they are fuppofed 
to flow. Confidered in this light, the 
pfalm before us abounds with beauties that 
muft llrike every fenfible reader. In the 
1 4th and ith verfes, David implores, in 
the moft fervent manner, deliverance from 
the guilt of that blood, which he had fo 
caufelefly and bafely fhed, the recollection 
of which crime rendered him unable to 
addre.fs the God of purity with confidence 
and freedom till he had received fome 
aiiurance of his pardon. Deliver me from 
'blood-guiltinefsy God, tbou God of my 
fahation^ and my tongue .jhall fing aloud 
ef thy rigbteoufnefs. O Lord, open thou 
my lips., and my mouth Jhall Jhew forth thy 
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praife. The reflection upon his guilt na- 
turally brings to his mind thofe facrifices 
which were commonly thought to be of an 
expiatory nature, but which, as we may 
learn from various places of the pfalms, 
David well knew to be of no value on 
their own account, and to be only fo far 
acceptable to God, as they were accompa- 
nied with fuitable difpofitions in the offerer. 
For ihou defirejl not facrifice, elfe would I 
give it ; thou delightejl not in burnt-offer- 
/V/g- a . But he knew well that the fend- 
ments of penitence, arid the meltings of 
heart occafioned by them, had an intrinfic 
worthy and a natural propriety. The fa- 
crifice never failed to be acceptable, when 
attended with fuch a temper; and without 
any external facrifice, this temper was al- 
ways a pleafing and efficacious offering. 
The facrifices of God are a broken fpirit j a 
broken and a Contrite heart, God, thou 
wilt not defpife. The metaphorical ex- 
preffion of a broken fpirit is readily under- 

* Ver. 1 6. 
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flood, and the repetition of the fentiment$ 
which in the latter part of the verfe is 
thrown into the form of an addrefs to God^ 
not only leaves a flronger impreflion, but 
is extremely natural, as it marks that hope 
and comfort, which are intermingled with 
the grief of a penitent, when he reflects 
upon the mercy and placability of God. 

It were needlefs to confume more time 
in explaining the proportion contained in 
the text, which is of itfelf fo intelligible^ 
namely, that a penitent difpofition, or un- 
feigned forrow for paft offences is accept- 
able to the Almighty. But I think it may be 
both an agreeable and ufeful employment^ 
to trace, if pofilble^ fome of thofe caufes^ 
on account of which repentance is reckon- 
ed in fcripture fo important a virtue, and 
declared to be fo pleaiing to God. This- 
enquiry, if it is properly profecuted, will 
difcover to us the reafonablenefs, and the 
neceility of a penitent difpofition, and fur- 
njfh an opportunity of obviating thofe ob- 
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jeHons a which either from levity, or mif- 
take, may be thrown out upon this 



I would only premife, that when we 
trace the reafons on account of which re- 
pentance, or in the language of the text, 
a broken and a contrite heart, is fo accep- 
table to God, it is not neceflary to fuppofe 
that man is fo conftituted, as to be capable 
of difcerning the whole, or even the prin- 
cipal of them. There may be relations 
and fitnefles of the moft important nature, 
and thofe immediately regarding human 
characters, to which moft men, perhaps the 
wifeft, are entire ftrangers. And though 
an ignorance of the ends that are promot- 
ed, and of the manner in which they are 
promoted by a certain temper and beha- 
viour, no doubt forms fome prefumption 
againft the connection between the means 

O 

and the end, yet this prefumption may be 
overcome in many different ways. But 
ftill it is to be remembered, that our Maker 
is pleafed in moft cafes, not only to point 
out our duty to us, but alfo to lay open 

7 



SERMON IX; 

the reafons or grounds of its different 
branches ; and when we plainly difcefn 
any part of our conduct,, or any difpofition 
of our mind, to be adapted to the general 
conftitution of man, or productive of good 
effects, we are naturally led to conclude, 
that this fitnefs and tendency, though as 
far as we fee them, they may not be the 
fole or principal caufes of the divine ap- 
probation, do yet in fome meafure deter- 
mine the Deity to beftow his approbation. 
Let us therefore proceed to confider, with 
all humility and attention, what thofe cir- 
cumftances are, in a penitent difpofition^ 
upon which its amiablenefs and ufefulnefs 
depend, and which render it acceptable to 
God. , 

In the firfl place : I would obferve, that 
when a perfon has violated the laws of 
heaven, and acled contrary to the dictates 
of his own confcience, it is a part of his 
conftitution, that the reflection upon his 
guilt fhould fill him with remorfe. 
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It is a part of the duty of confcience, to 
tondemn our evil a6h"ons after they are 
committed, as well as to warn us againft 
them before-hand, and excite us to avoid 
them. In giving way therefore to the na- 
tural feelings of the mind, when they are 
prompted by reafon, and have the fan&ion 
of confcience, there is, independent of the 
utility of fuch a conduct, fomething fo ami- 
able in the eye of man, that we cannot 
but fuppofe it at the fame time acceptable 
in the fight of God. 

In many instances, the reftraining and 
moderating of the natural feelings of the 
mind, is one confiderable part of our dutyj 
but the fupprelTingj or counteracting of 
them altogether though this has fome- 
times been the boafted aim of philofophy, 
is plainly reverfing the work of God, and 
diftin&ly opppfmg that intention which is 
difcovered to us in the conftruHon of 
our inward frame* Were there nothing 
more in contrition and forrow of heart for 
paft fins, but merely giving fcope to that 
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felf-reproach, which conference excites on' 
their account, we muft neceffarily approve 
the exercife of it. In like manner, we 
cannot but condemn the perfon who,, 
though he has given the jufteft bccafion for 
fuch fentiments of remorfe, is altogether 
a ftranger ta them, 

If it be objected, that what is paft can- 
not be recalled, that an action already com- 
mitted cannot be altered, or cancelled by 
the tears that are now flied for it : I an- 
fwer, Becaufe I cannot recal what is paft, 
becaufe my future conduct cannot cancel 
or obliterate my former fins, therefore dif- 
quiet and compunction take hold of mj 
mind; and by indulging this compunction 
to a certain degree, I am fenfible that I 
a6t in conformity to the beft principles of 
my nature, and I approve of fuch. conduftj 
as 1 do in many other cafes, without reflect- 
ing upon the advantage with which it may 
be attended. When one hears the laft 
groan of an only child, or lends a hand to 
clofe his eyes ? the tear naturally falls, and 
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%'rifcf takbs pofteifton of the foul. W'e 
approve 'of that tear, and fyrripathize wi'th 
"this grief: but will a river of tears reca'l to 
its ancient receptacle, the departed fpirit, 
or, as far as we know, procure the j'eaft 
benefit to that object of our arrecHoii for 
whom they are ftied ? Yet the man who'fe 
eyes are dry from confiderations of this 
kind, we condemn as an uhfufceptibie and 
felfiih being, who refufes to endure a pain 
Which his nature prompts him to fiiffer, 
becaufe it cann'ot contribute to the comple- 
tion of his d'efires, 

Thus the consideration that forrow Fot 
our paft ofFerices is natural to the human 
iriind, Or, in other words, c6fiformable to 
that conftitiition which God has given us^ 
affords us juft reafon to conceive that they 
will meet with his approbation and accep- 
tance. I have faid that it affords us juA 
reafon to conceive, becaufe 1 am fehfible, 
that what has now been faid, would prove 
too weak a foundation for fupporting the 
affurance of his acceptance, if we" had no- 
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thing to aid us in our refearch but the light 
of nature. But every one will obferve that 
to inveitigate the re^fbnablenefs of a doc- 
trine that is .revealed, is quite a different 
thing from eftablifhing the certainty of the 
.fame do&rine, if no revelation had been 
granted to us, 

I have not m this difcourfe ufed any ar- 
guments to prove that remorfe is natural 
to a guilty mind : Every man is fenfible 
that it is. We are furprized when we meet 
with any perfon, who is not filled with 
horror by the confcioufnefs of an atrocious 
crime which, he has perpetrated. Male- 
factors when they allow themfelves to think, 
feldom fail to experience this horror, which 
is the firft ftep to true penitence. 

But the fuitablenefs of a penitent difpo- 
fition to the nature of man,, is not the fole 
reafon for fuppofmg it acceptable to God. 
I proceed therefore to obferve in the fecond 
place, that this contrition feems to be ab- 
folutely neceffary, in order to produce a 
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change of temper, and a reformation of 
condufh 

If this fhall appear to be the cafe, it will' 
be one of the many inftances which evince, 
that what is conformable to our natures, 
promotes at the fame time the moft im- 
portant ends. Now if a perfon commits a 
crime, for which he feels no compunction, 
place him in the like circumftances, and 
what reafon is there to think that he will 
abftain from repeating it ? He was furely 
feduced at firft by the violence of fome 
paflion, the force of fome appetite, or the 
defire of fome end that perhaps had been 
allowable if it had been attained by lawful 
means. If the fame paflion aflails him, if 
the fame appetite urges him, or the fame 
defirable end is to be attained by the like 
unlawful means, for what reafon will he 
abftain from an action, the commiflion of 
which never gave him an hour's uneafi- 
nefs ? Cain flew his -brother Abel in the 
field; and from the hiftory it does not ap- 
pear that at firft he was touched with re- 
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rnorfe. \Vas an^ thing more, wanting but 
another brother, and the like envy and re- 
fen tment, to induce him to repeat the 
crime ? It is true, that though fome con- 
fiderable time clap fed, between David's 
firit: guilty ftep, and the meffage which God 
fent hirn by Nathan, he had only feduced 
one B.alhfheba, and murdered one Uriah ; 
but if like beauties had in that interval 
kindled like unlawful defires., and if other 
Uriahs had obilni6ted their gratification, 
what reafon is there to think, that the 
la.credn.efs of wedlock, or the refpect for- 
a bjave and guiltlefs fervant, v/ould have 
reurraiiied him ? Attend to the matter as 
it is confidered in common life. If a ner- 

A 

Ion commits ari unjuft action, for which 
he feels no fharne or rcmorfe, fuppofe a 
theft ; will any perfon of common fenfe 
who knows this, truft to his honefty in tl^e 
like iltuation ? 

But where the feelings- of penitence take 
poireilioa of the mind, they naturally and 
unavoidably alter the difpofition, and have. 
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a dire& influence in reforming the conduct. 
The flings of conscience, the meltings of 
forrow, the prayers for pardon, the folemn 
renunciations of fin and the refolutions of 
amendment, all which are included in 
penitence, prove fo many powerful argu- 
ments, to refift the violence of thofe paf- 
fions which have produced fo much pain. 
They will probably abate the ftrength and 
impetuofity of unlawful defires : they will 
certainly prove natural curbs and reftraints 
to prevent us from indulging thefe. .They 
are evidently ftrong incentives to prefer for 
the future the peaceful and fed ate enjoy- 
ments of virtue, and to abandon for ever 
the tumultuous, but difquieting pleafures 
of vice. After David had fo often watered 
bis couch with his tears 1 , after he had in 
fuch bitternefs of fpirit cornpofed his peni- 
tential pfalms ; how ftrongly muft his foul 
have been fortified againft the indulgence 
of a criminal paffion ? How determined 
muft he naturally have been againft incur- 
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ring the guilt of innocent blood, which 
had already occafioned in his foul fuch 
exquifite torments ? Can it be reckoned 
unfair to conclude, that the remorfe which 
agitated the mind of Peter, when, he wept 
Utterly m upon denying his Mafter, and 
the refolutions with which his penitence 
for a conduct fo daftardly and mean infpired 
him, contributed greatly to render him fq 
Intrepid during the remainder of his life, 
fo daring in the time of danger, and fq 
unfhaken in the midft of the moft unjuft 
and violent perfecutions ? In common life 
we always fuppofe (which is a ftrong prcpf 
cf the natural tendency of repentance) that 
a perfon \yho has been guilty of a bad 
action, and fuffered the compunctions of 
penitence, will avoid a repetition of that 
which caufed them ; and, in order to have 
a reafonable fecurity for his good behavi- 
our, and to difpofe us to truft him, the 
chief difficulty lies in determining whether. 
his penitence was feigned, or real. 

Matth. xxvi. 75. 
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will readily fee, that by penitence, we here 
mean not thofe violent failles of grief, 
which are to be difcovered in fome of the 
mod fluctuating and variable characters, 
but that anguifh of heart, that humiliation 
before God, thofe refolutions, and thofe 
efforts, which repentance is commonly un- 
derftood to imply. 

With regard to the curbs, or reftraints 
\vhich real penitence for particular crimes 
naturally lays upon the mind, it is'further to 
be obferved that, though they principally 
relate to thofe crimes, which occafioned the 
penitence, they are not confined to them. 
It is natural, almoft unavoidable, that they 
fhould be extended to vice in general, and 
particularly to all vices that are of a more 
atrocious nature. A man who has deeply 
repented of an expreiiion injurious to his 
neighbour, will not only have ftrong mo- 
tives to guard againft calumny in his con- 
verfation, but doubtlefs will be equally 
cautious of giving a falfe testimony againft 
Jits neighbour in a court of juftice. The 
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thought is fo obvious, it cannot fail to oc- 

O j. . . 

cur. If an injurious. expreflion drop.t in 
common difcourfe fubje&ed me to fuch re- 
perfe, what will he the confequence, what 
muft 1 feel, if in a public trial I give a fo- 
lerrm teftimony that fhall be equally falfe ? 
This obfervation might be illuftrated by a 
thoufand other inftances, but I think it is 
fufficiently intelligible from what I have 
faid. 

Thirdly, In order to {hew the importance 
of a penitent difpofition, and the reafon of 
its being fo acceptable to God, I would re- 
mark, that it puts the foul in a proper frame 
for receiving the impreffions of virtue in 
general, I only obferved before, that it had 
a natural tendency to reftrain us from vice, 
and to engage us to form refolutions againft 
it. This leads a flep farther. The mind 
of man has been compared to a foil, which 
requires preparation and culture before the 
feed can be thrown, into it with advantage. 
In the fame manner there are certain difpo- 
fitions of mind which are friendly to the 
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s of virtue, and, to. the precepts of re- 
ligion. When the foul is foftened with re- 
pentance, then is the hour to inculcate the 
maxims. o ; f purity and holinefs, and to ani- 
mate to a virtuous conduct. I do not fay 
that it is. the only feafon; but furely it will 
be allowed that it affords one proper oppor- 
^ unity for this purpofe. If you had a pu- 
pil whom, you were anxious to train up to 
yirtu.e, when could you hope more effec- 
tually to. infpire him with the love of mer- 
cy, gen.tlenefs., and equity, than when he 
repented of fome rafh, injurious, or fevere 
action ? If we were to inculcate a prudent 
and diifcreet behaviour upon any neighbour 
or friend, to, whom we wimed well, when 
could we choofe a fairer occafion, than 
when he felt, and lamented the ill confe- 
quences of a fooliih ftep? In a word, v/hen 
would we judge 'a perfon to have a proper 
degree, of traftableaefs and fenfibility, an- 
aptnefs to imbibe inftrudiion, and a -difpcfi- 
tion to retain it, if not when his heart is 
foftened, his confcience alarmed, his ab- 
horrence of guilt ftron.g, and his purpofcs 
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and aims already pointed to piety, and vir- 

tue ? 

It was probably this natural tendency of 
a contrite fpirit which induced our Saviour 
to make it an indifpenfible requifite in thofe 
who came to him. He called not the 
righteous, that is, thofe who had a high 
opinion of their own merit, but finners, or 
thofe who were deeply penetrated with a 
fenfe of their own guilt. To the fame pur- 
pofe he declares that he is the phyfician not 
to the whole, but to the fick. Publicans 
and finners reforted to him, and if they had 
obeyed the inftru&ion of his forerunner 
who admonimed them to repent, they 
never were reje&ed, Many of the parables 
which our Saviour delivered, reprefent the 
fame truth in the ftrongefl manner. Pe- 
nitence may therefore be confldered as the 
ground-work of virtue, or the culture that 
prepares the foul for its reception. 

In the fourth place, I obferve, that as it 
has this tendency in general, fo it is parti- 
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cularly calculated for the improvement and 
exercife of fome of the rnoft capital virtues 
of the chriftian life. If we confider any one 
virtuous difpofition, as prevailing in the 
mind, it has probably a remote tendency to 
form a complete character of virtue and ho- 
linefs, and lays a foundation for thofe vir- 
tues that leaft refemble itfelf. It has fome 
kind of attractive quality with refpet to 
every thing that bears the fame general 
character : but the attractive quality be- 
comes much more vigorous and difcernible, 
with refpecl: to thofe virtues, that are of 
the moft iimilar and congenial nature. In 
that cafe the mind paries with the greateft 
facility and readinefs from the former to 
the latter, and the force of the prevailing 
principle naturally fpreads, and communi- 
cates itfelf. The application of this doc- 
trine to the fubjecl: in hand will illufrrate 
what has been faid. 

A penitent difpofition has, as we have 
feen, a natural influence in preparing the 
mind for the entertainment and practice 
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of virtue in general, but it has a more pow- 
erful arid immediate influence, m cultivat- 
ing fome particular virtues bf great import- 
ance. For inftance, when a perfon repents 
cf any a.St of mju-ftice 'or fraud, he will be 
led to form direct refolutibns of living 
honeftly and uprightly. His penitence 
therefore will give a direct impulfe to the 
mind to praftife .juftice. This again may 
lead his attention to the other virtues^ and 
give .his mind an impulFe to temperance 
and fbrgivenefs-, though the tendency in 
this cafe be only remote. But it is to b'e 
obferved, that the penitent cifpofition we 
"idefcribe^ frbm whatever occafion it has 
taken its rifej naturally inclines the heart 
to piety^ meekhefs, m0d6ratioh and charity. 
It will be acknowledged that thefe are 
virtues of the nrft clafs 5 and if it be abfo- 
lutely neceffary, as We are fure it is, that 
our minds be tinctured with thefe-j in order 
to our acceptance with God, whatever con- 
tributes fo largely to their improvement, 
muft certainly be of the higheft import- 
ance. The attentive hearer will perceive, 
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that 1 do not cbnfider penitence, as the 
only inftrument of our/ improvement in 
virtue, but as one among others, which by 
the appointment of providence, and the 
conftitutidn of our nature, is rendered fub- 
fervient to this end. And that this is the 
I imagine, can fcareely be difputed. 



Repentance leads us to confrder the fu- 
preme Being as highly difpleafed with fin, 
yet inclinable to mercy. And certainly no- 
confiderations can operate more powerfully 
to draw forth our reverence and our love, 
two of the principal parts of piety. Every 
one knows, that the foftnefs and the forrow 
of- heart which repentance excites are near- 
ly allied to humanity. As a proof of this, 
I need only remark;, that the breathings of 
a contrite fpirit are commonly intermixed 
with humane and generous fentiments. If 
a penitent were uttering a peevifh, a dif- 
contented, a defpairing expreiHon, though 
it would be juftly condemned as indecent 
and wrong, we ihould not yet queftion th 
fmcerity of his repentance, But if we dif- 
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covered a fentiment of cruelty $ or inhume 
nity, we fhould not helitate a moment in 
pronouncing it hypocritical. With refpecl: 
to meeknefs, moderation, and charity, I 
ihall only add, that nothing can tend more 
ftrongly to improve them, than the recol- 
lection of our own frailties and failings, for 
which we ourfelves {land in need of fo 
many allowances. If any of us propofed to 
perfuade another to be candid and chari^ 
table, what more direcl cotirfe could we 
take, than to remind him of thofe inftances^ 
wherein he had reafon to wifh for the can- 
dour and charity of others ?, But penitence 
brings to remembrance thing's of this kind* 

O O ' 

with more force and energy than can be 
effected by the mod accomplifhed orator. 
It is the very difpofition which arifes from 
the deeperl: impreflion of them. 

Thus we have feen, that penitence, or 
a broken and a contrite hsart, is adapted to 
the nature and conftitution which God 
has given us ; that it is the proper and 
powerful corrective of thofe vices which 
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occafioned it : that it prepares the heart 
for the reception and culture of virtue in 
general ; and that it has an immediate in- 
fluence in exciting and increafing our pie- 
ty, humanity, meeknefs, moderation and 
charity. But furely what is fo fuitable to the 
beft and nobleft principles of the mind, 
and productive of fuch eminent and pecu- 
liar advantages for the improvement of the 
character, muft be highly pleafing to God. 
"The facrifices of God are a broken fpirit j a 
broken and a contrite heart, GW, $>ou wilt 
not dcfpife. 
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MATTHEW vii. 24 28. 

Therefore, whofoever bearetb thefe fayings of 

mine, and doth them, I -will liken bi?n unto 

a wife man which built his houfe upon a 

rock : And the ram defcended, and the 

floods came, and the winds blew, and beat 

upon that houfe, and it fell not ; for it 

was founded upon a rock. And every one 

that bearetb thefe fayings of mine, and 

doth them not, jhall be likened unto a 

foolijb man which built his houfe upon the 

fand : And the rain defcended, and the 

floods came, and the winds blew, and beat 

upon that houfe, and it fell', and great 

was the fall of it. 



HE frequent declarations of the gof- 
JL pel and the experience of human life 
fufliciently convince us of a fa6t, which 
upon a bare confideration of the matter, we 
fliould fcarcely fuppofe could take place, 
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That the knowle4ge and the practice of 
religion are not only often disjoined, but 
that men are very apt to confider the for- 
mer as moft efiential and fo efficacious as to 
infure the favour of God, though the lat- 
ter mould be totally, or in a great meafure 
difregarded. When I attend to the feel- 
ings of my own heart, I am aftonifhed that 
this depravity mould be found in the lift of 
human errors. When I read the gofpel, I 
am {till more aftonifhed that it mould pre- 
vail among chriftians, and that perhaps in 
as great a degree as it does among Pagans 
or Mahometans. The voice of nature com- 
mands us in the firft place to acT: the part 
which becomes a man. The dictates of 
religion conftantly teach us, that if w 
know our duty, happy are we if we do it. 
The verfes which I have now read to you 
plainly inculcate this truth. It is the con- 
clufion drawn from the general tenor of 
our Saviour's fermon on the mount, and 
in a particular manner from the paffages 
which immediately precede. At the I5th 
verfe he cautions his difciples to beware of 
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falfe and deceitful appearances, and by an 
illuftration taken from the trees and herbs 
of the field, he teaches this important doc- 
trine, That human conduct and behaviour 
are the great characleriftics of fentiments 
and difpofitions. Wherefore, fays he in the 
2Oth verfe, by their fruits ye jball know 
them. Then in a new paragraph, from the 
2ift to the 24th verfe, he continues the 
fame fubjecl: in that fimple yet energetic 
manner which we naturally expect muft 
have operated ftrongly, as we learn from 
the concluding verfes of this chapter that 
It actually did, on the opinions and affec- 
tions of his hearers.- Not every one that 
faith unto me, Lord, Lord, Jball enter into 
the kingdo?n of heaven, 'but he that doth the 
-will of my Father which is in heaven. In 
the eftimation of our Saviour, the power 
of foretelling future events, the power of 
ejecting demons, the power of working 
miracles,, which it feems were conferred 
fometimes in thofe days like ftrength, beau- 
ty, or external advantages,- and poflefled by 
men who abufed them, were inferior to that 
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piety and virtue which, though much neg- 
lected, are without doubt the nobleft ac- 
complifliments of man. Our Saviour then 
fums up his reafoning upon this fubjecl: in 
the verfes I have now read to you. In thefe 
the indifibluble connection which ought 
to fubfift betwixt the knowledge and the 
practice of religion is plainly declared, and 
the wifdom of our maintaining this connec- 
tion reprefented by a fimilitude taken from 
the prudence or imprudence of different 
characters in common life. An attention 
to the events which occur, and to thofe 
truths which may be learned from experi- 
ence, constitutes the difference betwixt a 
wife man and a fool j and nothing leaves 
fo ftrong an impreffion upon our minds of 
this difference, as a reprefentation of both 
engaged in the fame plans and operations, 
and of the various fuccefs which accompa- 
nies them, arifmg from the obfervance or 
negle<St of fome material circumftances. 
Whofoever therefore hearetb thefe fayings of 
mine, &c, 
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In difcourfing therefore from my text, 
it {hall be my bufmefs at this time to lay 
before you forne arguments which may ihew 
both the wifdorn and neceility of joining 
the practice of religion to the knowledge 
of it. 

By living in a country where the gofpel 
is pubiifhed, by having the fcriptures in 
our hands, by the frequent opportunities 
we enjoy of hearing the truths of religion/ 
explained to us, by the general fenfe that 
there is of moral obligation, and by the 
force of chriftianity in preferving and im~ 
proving this fenfe, I think it may be alert- 
ed, that the knowledge of religion frill pre- 
vails in a confiderable degree among us. 
It is indeed difficult to conceive that ac- 
counts fo fimple and fo interesting, truths 
fo pleafmg and fo alarming, and revelations 
fo well adapted to the various capacities of 
human nature as thofe contained in the 
gofpel, fhould be read or heard with atten- 
tion by thofe who believe the veracity of 
the author or relater, without leaving the; 
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principles of inftru<5lio.n and knowledge. 
Much have the learned men of this world 
to asifwer for, who, by gloffes, interpre- 
tations, commentaries, and fyftems, have 
rendered obfcure and intricate what the 
voice of heaven hath pronounced fo plain- 
ly. But though the knowledge of religion 
is, or at leaft might be in our circumfran- 
ces very general, I appeal to our lives, the 
teft eftablifhed by Chrift himfelf, if this 
knowledge be not much disjoined from 
practice. We hear the fayings of Chrift 5 
but are we careful to do them ? Let the 
intemperance of the young, the avarice of 
the aged, the oppreflion of the powerful, 
and the diihonefty of the indigent, ferve 
for a reply to thefe queftions. I am wil- 
ling to judge as favourably of the world as 
poffible; I wim rather to extenuate than to 
exaggerate the vices of my fellow-creatures : 
and while I fee every man profeffing chrif- 
tianity, and fo few even feeming to be an- 
xious to live up to its rules, I am difpofed 
to impute many of their fins to an error in 
judgment, that the profeffion and know* 
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ledge of chriflianity are important advanr 
tages in their favour, and that they will 
cover a multitude of tranfgreflions. We 
are Abrahams feed, faid the Jews upon 
every occafion, when they wanted to aflert 
their relation to God, or diftindtion among 
men ; and I cannot help thinking we too 
often refemble them. We are the difciples 
of Chrifl, the profeflbrs of the pure, re- 
formed religion, abhorrers of the abomina- 
tions of popery, of the errors of heretics, 
and fo forth. Such pleas, being ufed by 
themfelves, and unconnected with their 
natural eonfequences, give reafon to'believe 
that we place more weight in them than we 
are warranted to do, either from the gofpel, 
or from common fenfe. I confider our con- 
fidence in them as a great foundation of 
our Iniquities, and if I could but as cer- 
tainly dellroy the fuperftruclure as I can 
(hew the weaknefs of the foundation, I 
ihould certainly deferve well of mankind, 
and enjoy the fweeteft of all rewards, the 
confcioufnefs of having done a worthy ac- 
tion. With this view I procee4 to {hew 
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the infeparable connection which fhould 
fubfiit between the knowledge and the prac- 
tice of religion, or, in the words I ufed 
upon firft propofmg this head of difccurfe, 
to fliew the neceffity of joinjng the prac- 
tice of religion to the knowledge of it. 

In the firft place ; The neceffity of this 
union will appear from the coniideration 
that man is a being naturally formed and 
principally defigned for action. Religion 
then, which is certainly intended for the 
fupport, confolation, and direction of man 
here, and for his preparation for another 
jftate, wherein, in all probability, he is def- 
tined to be an active being, muft be con- 
nected with the active powers of his nature, 
and defigned for their culture. That man 
is a being defigned for action, is plain from 
various indications of his nature. The 
manner in which our daily food is procured 
to us, the neceffity of labour and exercife 
for the prefervation of health, the helpleff- 
nefs of children, which 'requires the active 
exertions of the full grown, and that fecond 
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childhood to which the decrepitude of age 
'brings us, and which renders us dependent 
upon the care, and attention, and active 
endeavours of thofe, to whom we had been 
formerly obliged to lend a like attention 
in different circurnftances ; thefe all fhew 
us that man is made for a6Hon, and that 
necefiity forces it upon him. This is fo 
true, that if perfect and entire indolence 
were to take place, death would foon over- 
take the vigorous and the robuft ; and the 
infant, whofe cries feldom fail to excite our 
attention and our endeavours to help it, 
and the aged, whofe gray hairs and exhauft- 
ed vigour now command our refpecl: and 
affiflance, would feel the effects of an inhu- 
manity, founded in the love of repofe, more 
fatal than any that ever actuated the breaft 
of the cruel and revengful. Our ftate and 
.condition then proves that we were intend- 
ed for action and exertion. The general 
propcnfities and conduct of human crea- 
tures prove the fame. A child no fooner 
begins to diftinguifh objects, than it {hews 
fome defire of moving towards them or dif- 
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covers "a wifli of having them brought with- 
in his reach. Ten thoufand attempts he 
makes before he can ufe his limbs j but no 
fooner does he obtain the ufe of them than 
he is constantly exerting them. Except 
the feafon taken up in fieep, children are 
continually exerting themfelves ; and ail 
that playfulnefs and ufelefs labour, as we 
. fornetimes think it, but which was once fo 
delightful to every one of us, are neceflary 
to the increafe of their growth, the nrength 
of their bodies, the expanfion of every cor- 
poreal and mental power, Before the age 
of reafon and reflection, an inactive human 
creature is in that unfortunate condition 
which we muft lament and pity, the con- 
dition, of idiotifm. Can any thing prove 
more flrcngly that action is natural to man ? 

When roan grows up, the keenncfs, the 
warmth, and the variety of his paffions and 
affections keep him almoft conftantly em- 
ployed ; and if by the proper direction of 
thefe, he does not acquire habits of activity 
which remain with him at a lefs turbulent 
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period of life ; he feels the refentment of 
nature againft his mifconducli} and his 
Jiftlefs days, and the difcontent which ne- 
ver fails to be confequent upon them, fuf- 
ftciently inform him how grievoufly he has 
erred. To judge of this matter, let us 
only appeal to what we have experienced. 
When employed in any innocent and ufe- 
ful occupation, or in the bringing to matu- 
rity any virtuous and praife- worthy plan, 
how fhort does the day feem, and how 
fwifciy do the hours pafs away ! When the 
body is not employed, nor the mind exert- 
ed, when a man is half afleep, and reduced 
to that often deflred ftate of having: no- 

O 

thing to do, how compleatly miferable is 
he ! The prefent hour is tirefome, the re- 
flection upon it is painful. Thus our ear- 
lier!: propenfities, and confcioufnefs of what 
we feel, and experience afterwards, coin- 
cide with the neceffities of our irate and 
the circurnftances of our condition, to (how 
us that man was made for action. Is it 
to be believed then that religion fiiould 
be addreiled only to what is fecondary in 
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our nature and ftate, and not to what is 
primary and moft important ? 

In the ad place; The necefiity of joining 
the practice of religion to the knowledge 
of it, appears from the general analogy of 
nature with refpe& to all our purfuits, em- 
ployments, and occupations. Arguments 
drawn from the general tenor of ordinary 
life, and applied to things that are of a 
more fpiritual and exalted nature, certainly 
ought to have weight with us. They will 
have weight with all who are of a fober 
and attentive turn of mind, nor, as far as 
I can recollect, do I know of one general 
conclufion taken from the ordinary conduct 
of life, which when applied to us as reli- 
gious and immortal creatures, would tend 
to miflead us. Let us then confider how 
the cafe ftands as to our temporal purfuits 
and employments ; and here we fhall find, 
that if knowledge is confidered as fuificient 
of itself, and not as the foundation for con- 
duel: and practice, it becomes even ridicu- 
lous, and renders the perfon indued with 
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it, more contemptible than if he had beeii 
irnmerfed in ignorance. Suppofe that any 
of you called a phyfician to viiit a parent, a 
child, or adomeftick, and that hefhould talk 
to you every time of the nature and kind of 
the difremper with which his patient was 
afBi&ed, but apply'd nothing for his re- 
lief. What judgment would ye form of 
him, if the perfon diftrefTed fhould die ? 
You would no doubt think you had reafon 
to reproach the phyfician. And if in an- 
fwer to your refentment againft his indo- 
lence and neglect, he fhould begin a learn- 
ed diiTertation, and prove to you that he 
underftood the cafe thoroughly j would 
you not confider him as affronting your 
underftanding, and difgracing his ov/n 
profeflion ? If you had loft your caufe at 
law by the negligence of your advocate* 
who, to apologize for himfelf, fhould talk 
to you about the nature of fimilar rights, 
; of evidence and probation ; would you 
aot believe the man to .be a compound of 
knavery and impudence, without the leaft 
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fpark of virtue, or the leaft fltnefs for his 
employment ? 

A man that could believe himfelf to be 
a hufbandman, becaufe he could defcribe 
all theutenfils in hufbandry, and difcourfe 
learnedly on the nature of foils and ma- 
nures, and every time his crop mifgave 
him, fhould think he fufHciently vindi- 
cated his own management by giving an- 
ingenious defcription of a plough or a har- 
row, we fhould all be tempted to efteern 
a fool, notwithstanding the wifdom of his 
words. 

If a merchant fhould difcourfe of all the 
articles of commerce, defcribe the coun- 
tries whence they come, the eafieft and beft 
method of importing them, and yet never 
have any thing in his fhop, but goods 
that were extravagant in their price, and 
bad in their quality, he might impofe upon 
a filly man in a coffee-houfe, but no difcreet 
mafter or miftrefs of a family would ever 
chqofe to deal with him. 
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If a woman who had children to educate, 
and a family to manage, fhould difcourfe 
about all the beft plans of education that 
were ever formed, and the moil effectual 
ways of treating fervants, and yet exhibit in 
her own houfe a fcene of diforder and bad 
management, fhe would never obtain the 
praife of a worthy woman. If a young 
woman in a fuperior ftation of life, ftiould, 
upon any particular occafion, fpeak very 
properly about the propriety and decorum 
of drefs, about the charms of elegance and 
foftnefs, and the attraction of modeft diffi- 
dence, and yet ihow herfelf always tawdry, 
and aiTuming, and loquacious, her very 
words would render the contraft of her 
manners the more obfervable and more 
odious* 

If again, a fervant fhould be able to fpeak 
of all the duties of his ftation ; of the at- 
tention, activity and obfervance that are 
requifite^ and yet at directly contrary. to 
them j the people in his own rank would 
not value him, and no man in a fuperior 
4 
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ftation would chufe to employ him. I 
might illuftrate this fubjedt by examples 
brought from every ftate and condition of 
human life. And if we difregard the ge- 
neral conclufion which all thefe examples 

force upon us, We difcover a degree of 
folly, of which we in vain expect that the 

Almighty, in his courfe of adminiftration^ 
will not make us feel the bitter confe- 
quences. Is there any reafon to think that 
man s as a religious creature, is not under 
the fame method of government which 
takes place with refpet to him as a living, 
intelligent agent in this world ? Is there 
not all the reafon in the world to believe 
the contrary ? How many analogies from 
ordinary life does our Saviour make ufe 
ojf to inftruft men in the truths of his 
kingdom ? But how could they be brought 
with any propriety > if thefe two^ our bufi- 
iiefs in common life, and our bufinefs a$ 
religious creatures, differed in the moft ef- 
fential and capital circumftances ? Thus 
he teaches us, by alluilons to the dignity 5 , 
and duties of kings, the occupation of huf- 
VOL. I. " 
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bandmen, of fhepherds, of labourers, of 
matters and fervants,, of parents and chil- 
dren, of builders, of a company of virgins 
preparing for a marriage, of dependents re- 
ceiving the commands of their fuperiors, 
and acting in confequence of them. His 
inftru&ions upon thefe points frequently 
begin with thefe or fuch like expreilions. 
The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain, 
ting. The kingdom of heaven is like unto a 
certain honfeholder. I'he kingdom of heaven 
Jhatt be likened unto the virgins.* If action 
and conduct were moft effential in the one 7 
feut fpeculation, knowledge and belief on- 
ly neceflary in the other ; we can hardly 
fuppofe that our Saviour would have run 
the comparifon,, and argued from our duty 
in the one cafe to what k is in the other. 



. In the third pfecef the laeceffity of join-- 
ing the practice oif religion to the knowledge 
ef it, appears from confidering the real and 
principal objects of our approbation in 
judging of human characters. It is difpo- 
iitions, manners and conduct that we chief- 
ly attend tQ in judging of men j and they 
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are certainly the moft natural obje&s of at- 
tention. This is fo true, that even when 
people have adopted fome ftrange and un- 
accountable fcheme of religion, yet the na- 
tural feelings of their heart often' predomi- 
nate in their manner of judging of others,' 
and they forget thofe ill-founded rules 
which they had eftablifhed for themfelves. 

The wildefl enthufiafts, the impious de- 
criers of good works as derogatory to the 
honour of God, if any-how connected with 
falvation ; in how many inftances da they 
agree in their judgments with thofe whom 
they confign to damnation for their herefies ? 
Ufe all the means pofiible to expel nature 
and common fenfe, yet they will often re- 
cur ; and neither the worft habit, nor the 
moft abfurd opinions will be able conftant- 
ly to warp and influence our judgments. 
Let us attend to experience, that guide of 
human life, and muft we not all feel that it 
is the aftive conduct, the tenor of the life, 
the difplay of the humane, the amiable and 
tberefpe&able virtues of our nature, that fixf 

Q.2 
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and afcertain the chara&er, and draw forth 
a permanent and fteady approbation ? To 
judge candidly and impartially, we muft ab- 
ftracl: from, a number of circumftances, and 
attend to a variety of others. If we would 
become acquainted with the figure and 
precife colour of many external objects, we 
muft view them in different pofitions, for 
fear of a deception from an unfavourable 
fhuation, or a falfe light. It is necefTary to 
ufe the fame precautions with refpecl: to 
characters* If we hear any man difcover 
much knowledge and exalted fentimentSj 
we approve of him : but our approbation 
does not depend upon his knowledge and 
fentiments merely, but upon thefe as dif- 
covering fymptoms and indications of a 
iimilar character. For if we hear a man 
talk in this manner j and yet know that he- 
is a tyrant to his wife, or cruel to his fer<- 
vants ; will his difcourfe make the leaft 
impreffion in his favour, or will it not ra- 
ther add to our diflike and abhorrence ? 
Let the zeal of Peter and the eloquence of 
Paul flow from the mouth of a preacher : 
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but if intemperance, or lafcivioufnefs, or 
cruelty, or revenge ftain his character, he 
will be an objeft of refpeft and approbation 
to thofe only who are ignorant, or uncer- 
tain of his vices. For enquire , I pray you ,. 
of the former ages, and prepare yourfelves 
to Jjearch of your fathers. "They Jhatt teach 
and tell you, and utter the words of truth.. 
In what age or nation was not virtue prin- 
cipally approved ? if it is wanting, is not 
the femblance of it abfolutely requifite to 
procure reputation from the prefent age, and 
fame from fucceeding ones ? Is it not by 
means of virtue, and of an active faith the 
foundation of virtue, that thofe who are ce- 
lebrated in fcripture, and now dead, yet 
fpeak to us ? This is truly the cafe from 
the days of Abel, and will continue to be the 
cafe while human nature remains the fame. 

- But remove the charm which virtue be- 
ftows, and all our praife becomes languid, 
and all our feelings become dead. I hear 
with reverence the divine difcourfes of Je~ 
fus-: They penetrate my inmoft foul. But 

0.3 
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the beneficence of his temper, the mildnefs 
pf his demeanour, the condefcenfion, the 
mercy, the magnanimity, the heroifin 
which he difcovers, ftill affect me more. It 
is his converfation with, and attention to 
his difciples, his aftive exertion of his be- 
nevolent inclinations and affections, his 
readinefs to pour wine and oil into the 
wounds of the diftreffed, his acceptance of, 
and kindnefs to finners, his conduct in 
Pilate's hall, his behaviour at Calvary and 
pn the crofs, his refignation under afflictions 
that were quite overwhelming, his treat- 
ment of his enemies, his conftant fuperi- 
ority to the world, and his refpeft for all the 
divine appointments ; it is thefe that fix the 
diadem upon the head pf Jefus, and oblige 
every man who feels the fprpe of all-con- 
quering virtue to bow down before him 
and to cry, Hofanna to the Son of David! 
llejjed be be that cometh in the. name of the. 
Hlghejl! ...... " 

In the fourth place ; I would prove the 
neceflity of joining the practice of religion 
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to the knowledge of it, from the general 
ftrain and exprefs declarations of the fcrip- 
ture. When a perfon perufes any book, 
foefides the particular fats it contains., and 
the doctrines it inculcates, there are fome 
general and leading principles which run 
through the whole of it, and of which it 
leaves a ftrong impreffion upon the mind 
of the reader. The two points which the 
reading of the fcriptures appears to ine t 
fix moft ftrongly upon the human mind, 
are, a fenfe of the divine perfections and 
adminiftration, and a conviction of the ne- 
ceflity, beauty and dignity -of piety and 
virtue, or moral conducl: in general. Thefe 
two fubje&s are often blended- together, 
and are equally pointed .out to us in the 
accounts of the primeval ftate, the fall and 
the recovery of mam This matter muft be 
referred to every man's own feelings and 
difcernment, The view however I believe 
to be natural, becaufe it has often ftruck 
me, and an attention to it has always con- 
firmed my firft fentiments. Let every one 
judge for himfelf. But upon the fuppo- 

0.4 
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fition of the juftice of the remark now 
made, it is plain that this general impreffion 
which the reading of the fcriptures conveys, 
will prove beyond all contradiction their 
moral tendency. To one who feels this 
ilrongly, the producing particular inftances 
and paflages may feem a vain labour. But 
general imprefiions do not equally ftrike 
all ; and there is a great clafs of mankind 
whofe obfervations are moftly confined to- 
particular and detached paflages. Let us 
then attend to fome of the exprefs declara- 
tions of fcripture upon this fubjeci : and 
Inftead of multiplying quotations, I fhall 
take notice only of a few that are moft 
appofite and ftriking. In the fourth chap- 
ter of Geneiis, the hiftory of Cain and 
Abel is related to us in a very fimple and 
affecling manner, and the Almighty is in- 
troduced as declaring this eternal truth to 
mankind, that his favour could only be 
enfured by a life of virtue and integrity. 
And the Lord faid unto Cain, Why art ihou 
wroth) and why is thy countenance fallen ? 
Jf thou dojl well-) faalt thou not be accepted ?. 



SERMON X. 235 

But if thou dojl not well^ fin lleth at the door. 
Upon the occafion of Balak king of Moab 
fending for Balaam to enquire folicitoufly 
how the God of Ifrael might be rendered 
propitious to his ambitious and unjuft 
views, Balaam gave this memorable anfwer, 
recorded to us by the prophet Micah : He 
hath Jhewed thee, O man, what is good : and 
what doth the Lord require of thee^ but to da 
juftly^ and to love mercy , and to walk hum- 
bly with thy God? There is an appofite 
piece of hiftory to our prefent purpofe re- 
corded of Samuel and Saul, in the fifteenth 
chapter of the firft book of Samuel. Saul, 
inftead of obeying the exprefs appointments 
of heaven, partly perhaps from avarice, 
and partly from the view of gaining the 
hearts of the foldiery, had only deftroyed 
among the Amalekites all that was vile, but 
had faved the beft of the oxen, and the fat- 
lings, and the lambs, and all that was good. 
Upon being queftioned about his procedure 
by Samuel, he endeavoured to fcreen the 
difobedience of his conduct under a religi- 
ous pretext, as if all thefe things had been 
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preferved with a view to offer facrifice un- 
to the Lord. The prophet's rebuke is contain- 
ed in ver. 22. and places in a ftrong light 
the propriety and neceflity of active virtue 
above every other consideration. And Sa- 
muel (aid) Hath the Lord as great delight in 
burnt offerings and facrifiees, as in obeying 
the voice : of the Lord ? Behold, to obey is 
better than facrifice^ and to hearken than 
the fat of rams. The admonitions, rebukes 
and exhortations of the prophets in gene- 
ral breathe entirely the fame fpirit with the 
reply of Samuel. It is fcarcely poffible to 
read a chapter of the new teftament with- 
out perceiving that it inculcates the ne- 
ceflity of joining together the knowledge 
and the practice of religion. Nothing can 
be more to our prefent purpofe than the 
words of our text and fome of the pre- 
ceding and fubfeqtient verfes. It is evi- 
dent that the intention of fome of the pa- 
rables is to teach us this truth. Our Sa- 
viour himfelf only explains a few of them ; 
.and in fome of thofe explications this doc- 
trine is exprefly maintained. Thus, Matt, 
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chapter and 23d verfe, But he that re- 
ceived feed into the good ground is be that 
hearetb the word and underjlandeth it\ 
which alfo beareth fruity and bringeth forth 
fome an hundred fold, fome Jixty, and fame 
thirty. We are informed in the eleventh, 
.chapter of Luke's gofpel, the twenty feventh 
verfe, that a certain woman, ftruck with the 
divinity of our Saviour's difcourfe, cried out, 
Blejfid~is the womb that bare thee, and the 
faps which thou haft fucked. Our Saviour 
laid hold of this opportunity to inculcate 
the principles now under confideration. 
But he j aid, Tea rather blejjed are they which 
hear the word of God and keep it. It was 
upon the occafion of exhibiting an extra- 
ordinary inftance of condefcenfion, and 
preffing an imitation of his own virtue 
upon his followers, that he ends his exhor- 
tation with thefe words, in the iyth verfe 
of the 1 3th chapter of John's gofpel ; If ye 
know thefe things, happy are ye if ye do them. 
The evil propenfities of human nature are 
always ready to difcover themfelves ; and 
as our Saviour himfelf fpeaks in the higheft 
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terms of faith, or a fincere belief in reli- 
gious truths, and feveral of the apoftles have 
done the fame ; fome enthufiafts arofe who 
endeavoured to feparate the knowledge and 
the practice of religion, and conlidered the 
former as alone neceffary. This peftilent 
herefy gave occafion probably to the writ- 
ing of the epiftle of James ; in which he 
particularly infills on the infufficiency of 
faith without works. 

Faith, fays he, in the lyth verfe of the 
fecond chapter, without works is dead. In 
the following part of the chapter he fhews 
the neceffity of uniting thefe two prin- 
ciples, and the natural and eafy manner in 
which they coalefce and fupport each other. 
But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith 
without works is dead ? Was not our father 
Abraham jujlified by works, when he of- 
fered up his fon Ifaac upon the altar ? Seeft 
thou how faith wrought with his works, 
and by works was faith made perfect ? And 
then he concludes in the 26th verfe ; For 
as the body is dead without the fpirit, fa faith 
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without works is dead alfo. Several things 
that are of the utmoft importance to chrif- 
tians may be deduced from this difcourfe* 

In the firft place ; it has a natural ten- 
dency to give us a practical conviction of 
the connexion between knowledge and 
practice. This connexion there are few of 
us, I believe, that would be difpofed direct- 
ly to deny. But the fadts and analogies from 
common life, and the declarations of fcrip- 
ture, may engage us to attend to it more 
ferioufly. Truth is fo fuitable to our feel- 
ings, that, when limply propofed, it is 
commonly acknowledged ; but the im- 
preffion it makes, and the practical ufe of 
it, depend much upon the variety of atti- 
tudes in which it is reprefented, and the 
arguments by which it is confirmed. Let 
what' has been faid excite us to hear atten- 
tively and to do carefully the will of God. 

In the fecond place ; Let us remember 
that the great defign of religion is to make 
us better men, and that the duties it re- 
quires, and the inftru&ion it gives, are all 
i 
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intended for the improvement of the cha- 
racter. The facratnent of our Lord's fup- 
per, for inftance, is not a mere formal 
piece of refpect, or a tranfient exercife of 
love to God, gratitude to Chrift, or charity 
to men ; but fuch an exercife of thefe and 
other devout affections as truly exalts the 
mind, transforms the heart, and improves 
the temper. If upon this occafion you ad- 
mire and adore the goodnefs of God in 
fending his Son into the world, your ad- 
miration becomes a man. If you think with 
gratitude on the matchlefs love of your 
Redeemer, the emotion- is approveableb 
Who would be a ftranger to fuch a pleaf- 
ing affection ? If the fenfe of your guilt 
and unworthinefs, and the view of thofe 
forrows which they occafion ed to an in- 
fulted, fuffering, expiring Saviour, prompt 
the tear of penitence and fympathy ; let the 
tear flow : it would be graceful upon the 
hero's cheek. But why are all thofe af- 
fections proper ? Becaufe they are fuitable 
to our nature, correfpondent to our cir- 
cumftances, and perfective of our charac- 
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ters. I approve of them : I befeech you, 
give fcope.J:o them ; but at the fame time 
pray that they may be converted to the im- 
provement of your lives. Preferve the tem- 
per they infufe, the manners they infpire^ 
the views they confer in common life; 
and mew that the doctrines, the life, the 
death, and the refurre&ion of Jefus, are 
the means of raifing you up to newnefs of 
life, andJiolinefs of converfation. 
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